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WAY FORWARD

FOR A SMART UNIVERSITY




The Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka cel-
ebrated its 25 years of excellence on the propi-
tious day of 2nd February 2021 at prof. J. W. D.
Somasundara Auditorium with the participa-
tion of the university community. This exclusive
remarkable day commmenced with the arrival of
invitees and Guests to Vice Chancellor Office,
subsequently, hosting the National Flag, the
University flag at the VC office premises and
also singing the national anthem.

The university necessarily marked the impor-
tance of preserving environment by planting

trees at Non-Peril premises. Afterward, Pro-
fessor Udaya Rathnayake, the Vice Chancel-
lor gave-away keys of Sarasavigama Housing
scheme. Hon. Tikiri Kobbekaduwa, The Gov-
ernor of the Sabaragamuwa Provice, The Vice
Chancellor and the Chief-Guest, Council mem-
bers, Deans and the members of the academic
staff, the Act.Registrar, Act. Bursar and the ad-
ministrative and nonacademic staff, Mrs. Ramya
Wanigasekara, Guest of Honour promenaded
with Wes Natum Dancing Group and witnessed
the glorious event and its festivity by lighting of
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the oil lamp.

Thereafter, video presentation on ‘our journey
from 1999 to 2021 was for the perception of the
audience. The welcome speech delivered by
Prof. Chandrika Dissanayaka and followed by
the appreciation of the great service of Most
Ven. Karagoda Uyangoda Maithri Moorthi Mah-
anayaka Thero.
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The event was graced by issuing a postage stamp
and 1st day Cover and launching SUSL souvenirs.
Meanwhile, the ceremony ran with sessions of
awarding for the Best Student of the year 2020 of
each Faculty according from the Dean's lists re-
spectively.

In this ceremony, Best Sportsman/Sportswoman

of the university in the year 2020 was recognized
and the Gold, silver and bronze medals, apprecia-
tion certificate and cash prize were also presented
for the members of the staff by the Vice Chancellor
in recognition of their long service. Appreciation of
retired personal in the year 2020 and the best em-
ployer of the university was among the events. Fur-
ther, Best researcher, Best researcher (junior), Best
researcher (senior) from each Faculty in the year
2020 according to the citation presented by the
Dean of the respective Faculty were also awarded
by Vice Chancellor with medals and appreciation
certificates. Apart from that, Recipient of highest
amount of research grant 2020 and the most cited
researcher of the year 2020 according to the cita-
tion presented by the Dean of the respective Fac-
ulty were also awarded by the Vice Chancellor with




the appreciation certificate and medal.

Most outstanding scholar of the university
(1996 to 2020) according to the citation pre-
sented by the Dean of the respective Faculty
was also appreciated by the chief guest. Then,
a video clip was presented along with a cita-
tion presented by Dr.Champa S de Silva, Senior
Lecturer in the Department of Languages to

introduce Mrs. Ramya Wanigasekara, a well-
known artist from the Sabaragamuwa Prov-
ince to the audience for the award in recogni-
tion of her commendable service to the realm
of Sri Lankan arts.

Thereinafter, Hon. Tikiri Kobbekaduwa, the
Governor, and Prof.Udaya Rathnayaka,the Vice
Chancellor of the Sabaragamuwa University
addressed the gathering. Finally, the ceremo-
ny ended after the vote of thanks by Mr. Kamal
Gunewardane/Actg. Registrar and the univer-
sity song subsequently. Dr. Priyanaka Weer-
asekara, senior lecturer in the Department of
Languages, compered the ceremony.
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International Conference on Advanced Research
in computing was held on 23rd and 24th of
February with the theme of ‘Towards a Digital-
ly Empowered Society’ at the Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka, which was successfully |
organized by the Department of Computing and
Information Systems, Faculty of Applied Scienc-
es.

The Inauguration Ceremony of the First Inter-
national Conference was graced by the partici- .
pation of Professor R.M.U.S.K. Rathnayaka, Vice
Chancellor of the Sabaragamuwa University of g
Sri Lanka, along with Deans of Faculties, Invited 8
Speakers of ICARC and, Staff members of SUSL.
The conference opened a forum for researchers 4=
under seven tracks encompassing broad spec-
trum of topics in computing; Data Science and
Applications, Paralleland Distributed Computing,
Software Engineering, Knowledge Management
and Information Systems, Human-computer In-
teraction, Industry Research and Development,
and Open Track which is dedicated to findings in
multidisciplinary research.

The conference concluded with keynote speech-
es delivered by Prof. Meikang Qiu from Depart-
ment of Computer Science and Information
Systems, Texas A&M University, Commerce, USA
and Associate Prof. Chinthaka Premachandra
from Department of Electronic Engineering, Shi-
baura Institute of Technology, Japan, six plenary
speeches and a technical speech. The Techni-
cal speech was delivered by Mrs. Dilrukshi with
the theme of Workforce STEM Pipeline needs
to re-imaging: Improving Access and Participa-
tion of Women in STEM. Authors presented their
findings in seven tracks in the second day of the
conference. The conference followed the IEEE
Conference policies on Double blind review, ac-
ceptance ratio, awarding best track papers and
best conference papers.
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Along with the most important new year fes- .
tival in China, “Chinese Spring festival 2021"
organized by the Confucius Classroom , Sa-
baragamuwa University of Sri Lanka was held
on the 24th of February 2021 at the Confucius
Classroom at Sabaragamuwa University of Sri
Lanka. The ceremony was graced Prof. Udaya
Rathnayaka Vice Chancellor, Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka, Dr.Sampath Fernado,
Local director ,Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
& Languages, Prof. Zheng Youjie ,Chinese Di-
rector ,Confucius classroom at Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka, Prof. Sangeeth Rath-
nayaka, Head of the department of Languages
,Prof.ManojAriyarathne Former Local Director
of Confucius classroom at Sabaragamuwa uni-
versity of Sri Lanka and many other academic
and administrative members of the university.
The event was ennobled by wonderful perfor-
mances of students via Zoom platform. De-
spite the prevailing pandemic situation, stu-
dents eagerly conveyed their New Year wishes
to Chinese lecturers and entertained all the
guests. During the performances, guests en-
joyed delicious Chinese new year cuisines and
immersed in a festival atmosphere happily.
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The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Sri
0 c Lanka (CA Sri Lanka) recently signed a Mem-
M U W’ T" A orandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Faculty of Management Studies of the Sa-
baragamuwa University of Sri Lanka (SUSL)
SR ’ lA NKA to offer a “GOLD MEDAL AWARD" to the most
outstanding student specializing in Financial
Management during the annual convocation
of the SUSL. The MoU was signed by Mr. Manil
Jayasinghe, the President of the Institute of
CA Sri Lanka, and Professor Udaya Rathnaya-
ka, the Vice-chancellor of the SUSL.
The MoU will be in force for an initial period
of two years and may be renewed by mutu-
-~ al agreement between the parties valid for
. five years from the date of execution. CA Sri
Lanka has agreed upon offering a Gold Medal

| Award to the best performing student of the
degree programme; BSc. Honours in Finan-
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cial Management and further scholarships to undergraduates of Faculty of Management Stud-
ies to follow the CA professional programme. The MoU facilitates the university and the CA Sri
Lanka by granting opportunities for the lecturers of both institutions to participate in seminars,
workshops, and conferences conducted on accounting themes and topics, subject to payment
of fees levied from all participants. Further, CA Sri Lanka may offer their eminent personalities
driving academic and professional activities.

MoU amplifies the knowledge base allowing the lecturers of the Faculty of Management Stud-
ies to access the CA Sri Lanka library and create immense opportunities for joint research work
on the accounting discipline. Moreover, CA Sri Lanka contributes to revising the curriculum and
finding training opportunities for undergraduates of the Faculty of Management Studies, SUSL.
CA Sri Lanka and the Faculty of Management Studies will collaboratively be developing the fo-
rum for contemporary Issues and be hosting the International Accounting Day.

, The Vice-Chancellor of the SUSL, stated, “in today's fast-paced world, we need beneficial part-
nerships to encourage creativity, leverage experience, and maximize resources that can help to
solve a business solution as quickly as possible”.

Commenting on the collaboration, Professor Athula Gnanapala, Dean of the Faculty of Manage-
ment Studies of the SUSL, stated that “we are delighted to join hands with the national body
for accounting to enhance the professional competencies of students who are related to both
accounting and non-accounting. | believe that the academic institutions should join hands with
professional institutions for the betterment of the future leaders of the country”.

Mr. Manil Jayesinghe, the President of CA Sri Lanka, said that the MoU between the Sabarag-
amuwa University and CA Sri Lanka was both a historic and important event as it unites the ac-
ademic and professional fraternities in the country. “Therefore, the coming together of the Sa-
baragamuwa University and CA Sri Lanka is important to ensure greater collaboration between
professionals and academia as well as assist in the further development of the accounting pro-
fession in Sri Lanka,” he said.

Professor Udaya Rathnayaka \Vice-chancellor of the SUSL, Mr. Manil Jayasinghe President of CA
Sri Lanka, Professor Athula Gnanapala, Dean of the Faculty of Management Studies, Dr. D. G.
Dharmarathne, Head of the Department of Accountancy and Finance (SUSL), were also present
for the ceremony.
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Canadian High Commissioner, David McKin-
non had an informative meeting with Prof.
Udaya Rathnayake, the Vice Chancellor of
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka, the
Deans of Faculties and Canadian Alumini on
loth of February, 2021 at the Vice Chancellor
Office of the university. Implementation of
Canada’s International Development — Global
Affairs Canada - assisted National Languages
Equality Advancement Project and interests
in expanding it were discussed as well as pos-
sible other cooperation. Specially, there most
prominent attention was also paid on the de-
velopment tasks of the university comparing
with Canadian Universities.

Obviously, Canada and Sri Lanka share deep
people-to-people links, which we are happy
to see continue to grow. Canada stands ready
to work with Sri Lanka and the Maldives to
support their efforts to advance the university

and it will be a great worth to the students
and also for the university as a whole. Can-
ada seeks longstanding development coop-
eration partnership with Sri Lanka and it will
be able to gain the assistance for the develop-
ment of the university in the future.

VISIT OF CANADIAN
HIGH COMMISSIONER
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University Business Linkage Cell of the Sabarag-
amuwa University of Sri Lanka entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding with Hayleys
Agro Farms Pvt. Ltd on 24th February 2021 at the
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka to estab-
lish mutually beneficial links through the research
project with the aim of studying and identifying
the opportunities of value addition of Potato grown
in Sri Lanka.

The event was held in the presence of Prof. Udaya
Rathnayake, Vice Chancellor of the university, Prof.
Indunil Dayaratne, Director — University Business
Linkage Cell, Dr. Pushpa Malkanthi, Senior Lectur-
er, Mr. Siriweera Gamage, Director - Hayleys Agri-
culture Holdings Ltd, Mr. Gamakubure Jayalath,
Deputy General Manager - Hayleys Agro Farms Pvt.
Ltd, Mr. K. Wanigasekara, Assistant Manager — Hay-
leys Agro Farms Pvt. Ltd and the Manager of the
University Business Linkage Cell. On behalf of the
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka the agree-
ment was sighed by the Vice-Chancellor and Direc-
tor of Hayleys Agriculture Holdings Ltd. signed the
agreement from the company end.

The objective of this project is to identify suitable
potato varieties that fulfils required physico-chem-
ical and morphological characteristics for the pro-
duction of value-added potatoes such as potato
chips, French fries, potato wedges etc. using local
potato varieties to approach the local and interna-
tional market. The project will be continuing under
the guidance and supervision of Faculty of Agricul-
tural Sciences and Faculty of Applied sciences and
Hayleys will support in the financial aspect in order
to get a fruitful result from this research project.
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ERASMUS

Sport and Physical Education as a
Vehicle for Inclusion and Recognition
in India, Indonesia and Sri Lanka

The Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka part-
nered with the University of Peradeniya to create
a modular program in Sri Lanka in sport, physical
education and health sciences that will contribute
to increase the recognition of the fundamental val-
ue of sport and physical activity for the individual
and society.

The Erasmus plus (+) project is led by the European
Commission with the consortium of 12 universities
to research Sports Education in India, Sri Lanka and
Indonesia. The motive behind the project is for ca-
pacity building in the field of sports, physiotherapy
and physical education through research and com-
munity development. The European Union’s Eras-
mus+ plus program is a funding scheme to support
activities in the fields of education, training, youth
and sport. Erasmus+ funds academic mobility and
cooperation projects that involve partners from
“Partner Countries” throughout the world.
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed
virtually due to the prevailing COVIDI19 situation.
The Professor Udaya Rathnayaka, Vice-Chancellor
signed the MOU on behalf of the Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka and Dr. Rasangi Sabarag-
amuwa, the Dean of the Faculty of Applied Scienc-
es graced the occasion.

Mrs Thanuja Liyanage, Lecturer of the Department
of Sports Sciences and Physical Education (SSPE)

serves as the manager of the project, Mrs Harshani learning programs and sports events. The
Perera, Head of the Department of SSPE, Professor project will further facilitate to create a mod-
Kapila Rathnayaka, Mrs Lakshika Madhushani, Mrs ular programme in Sport, physical education
Deepanjali Weerarathna, Mr Sameera Lakruwan and Health Sciences in 3 countries of Asia
Perera, Mrs Milani Jayasinghe, Mrs Mangala Sama- that contribute to increase the recognition
rakoon, Mr L Sarmilan, Mr Kasun Kalana and Mr of the fundamental value of sport and physi-
Udaya Herath are in the project team along with cal activity for the individual and society, well
Mrs Geethani Rajapaksha as the project secretary. beyond competition, as a powerful tool for

the promotion of healthy lifestyles and so-
The project will address the issues of inclusion, di- cioeconomic development - putting special
versity and integration of vulnerable groups and emphasis in vulnerable groups, female and
students with special needs through sport and students with special needs.

physical education as well. The project expects to
develop a multidisciplinary approach in educa-
tion, sport and health sciences in line with Bologna
standards that promotes inclusive education and
correct nutrition through modular courses, lifelong
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AGREEMENT

The official ceremony was held on 15th February
2021 at the board room of the Vice Chancellor’s
office of the University with the presence of the
Vice-Chancellor of Sabaragamuwa University of
Sri Lanka, Director and Manager of University
Business Linkage Cell, Managing Director and
Deputy General Manager of Food & Nature Pvt.
Ltd and the research team of the Faculty of Ap-
plied Sciences.

Achieving the main motive of the event, a li-
censing agreement was sighed giving an exclu-
sive right to FADNA to commercialize an herbal
low glycemic tea formulation developed by the
research team of the Faculty of Applied Scienc-
es, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka. This
product was especially developed as a healthy
tea for people with diabetes mellitus and the re-
search was funded by the Research Innovation
and Commercialization (RIC) grant of the Accel-
erating Higher Education Expansion and Devel-
opment (AHEAD) program. The “Diabe tea” was
launched on 4th September 2020 and commer-
cialized liaising with Food and Nature (Pvt.) Lim-
ited under the brand name FADNA.

Diabetes mellitus (DM) is a non-communica-
ble disease and has become one of the leading
health problems globally due the severe com-
plications associated with it. Sri Lankan popula-
tion has over 10% diabetes prevalence, and prev-
alence of pre-diabetes is 11.5%, which implies
that its prevention and management is crucial
to build a healthy nation. By addressing this
emerging need Sabaragamuwa University of Sri
Lanka, RIC team of Faculty of Applied Sciences,
has developed several herbal formulations with
anti-diabetic properties and has incorporated
into food products.

Thisis100% natural herbal combination in which
the hypoglycemic effect, efficacy levels and the
safety of the products was confirmed by in vitro
and in vivo assays (target-based and cell-based
bioassays) followed by animal and clinical trials,
thus providing scientific validation to the indi-
cated health claims, consequently, going in-
line with the global regulatory framework. This
product includes readily accessible nutraceuti-
cal formulations and also functional food prod-
ucts satisfying both health and wellness as well
as consumer acceptance with the focus of ‘con-
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sumer-friendly, flexible enough for everyday
use' concept. Main herbal ingredients and
their composition are not previously reported
elsewhere in any herbal formulation current-
ly available in the market (locally or interna-
tionally) for the treatment/control/prevention
of DM or DM associated ailments. Therefore,
an upfront payment and royalty payment
will be made upon for the product valuation
and SUSL shall be compensated by FADNA as
agreed by the both parties. This partnership
will be continued for a period of fifteen years
and this will remain as one of the praisewor-
thy efforts of the university business linkage
cell in the history.




THE ASIAN
JOURNAL OF

MANAGEMENT
STUDIES

The Faculty of Management Studies (WFMS)
of the Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka
recently launched the Faculty Journal named
Asian Journal of Management Studies (AIJMS).
As an “A" graded faculty in the Sri Lankan state
university system, FMS always attempts to be a
knowledge hub for the nation by connectingtoa
broader network. AJMS, a double-blind peer-re-
viewed scholarly journal in business and man-
agement, reflects the FMS's attempt to bench-
mark the faculty's contribution to the growth of
the body of knowledge in business and man-
agement. AJMS aims to promote and provide
convenient access to publish and disseminate
research works in business and managementin
the local, regional and global arena..

The ceremonial launch was held at the Audi-
torium of the Staff Development Center of the
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka, where
Professor Udaya Rathnayake, Vice-Chancellor,
attended as the Chief Guest. Prof. Saman K.
Herath ,Dean, Faculty of Animal Science and Ex-
port Agriculture, Uva Wellassa University of Sri
Lanka and Mr. Manil Jayesinghe ,President, The
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka
attended the ceremony as the Keynote Speak-
er and Guest of Honour. Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, academic, non-academic,
and administrative staff members and the stu-
dents joined the session via online platforms, in-
cluding Zoom and Facebook Live.

Sharing his thoughts at the launch, Professor
Udaya Rathnayake stated that “It is indeed a
great pleasure to see that the Faculty of Man-
agement Studies has taken a step forward by
launching the faculty journal”. By appreciating
the effort made by FMS in launching this jour-
nal, the Vice-Chancellor further stated that “The
importance of journals in academic life goes be-
yond providing a means of communication and
a permanentrecord.Journal articlesare the final
output of most research, and a researcher’s per-
formance and productivity are judged largely

onthe number of publications as well as where
they appear. Commenting on the launching of
the journal, Prof. MSM Aslam, Editor-in-Chief/
AIMS and President/ Research and Publica-
tion Unit of FMS, stated that “As journals are
inevitable scientific communication channel
for academic and research institutions, AJMS
aims to provide a platform to publish new,
high-quality and original research papers in
the Management discipline in local, Asian, and
global contexts. Although the initial concept of
AIMS is a couple of years old, | am glad that
as a faculty, we could launch the journal par-
allel to the 25th Anniversary celebration of the
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Dean of the Faculty of
Management Studies Prof. Athula Gnanapala
stated that “As an academic institution, we be-
lieve that it is our primary responsibility to work
towards the betterment of the society through
new initiatives such as journals and magazines
to disseminate the new knowledge.” Sharing
his views about the journal, Manil Jayesinghe
(President, The Institute of Chartered Accoun-
tants of Sri Lanka) stated that “It is a great ini-
tiative taken by the Faculty of Management
Studies in providing a platform to the develop-
ment of economy where the community can
learn from others’ experiences and generate
new knowledge.” He further necessitated the
importance of close cooperation between ac-
ademic institutions and the private sector in
commercializing the research outputs.

Prof. Saman K. Herath (Dean, Faculty of Animal
Science and Export Agriculture, Uva Wellassa
University of Sri Lanka) stated that academ-
ic journals enhance the global visibility of the
state universities and provide a platform for
knowledge dissemination. Most importantly,
he has highlighted the importance of research
ethics in scientific communication. He em-
phasized that “Given the competitive nature
of research, it has become increasingly chal-
lenging for scientists to report unique and
pioneering research. Nevertheless, the prac-
tice of misreporting data and scientific results
continues to be followed by some members of
the research community. Delivering the vote
of thanks, Managing Editor of the journal, Dr.
Thilini Chathurika Gamage, expressed her sin-
cere gratitude to the distinguished dignitaries
who have graced the ceremonial occasion and
share their invaluable thoughts despite the
busy schedules. The journal's future issues will
focus on contemporary issues in management
while providing some solutions and recom-
mendations to overcome such issues.
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The maintenance staff members of the Sa-
baragamuwa University of Sri Lanka has or-
ganized a Pirith Ceremony, specially for the
25 th anniversary of the university with the
blessings and good will on 01 st of February,
2021 at the university premises. This enormous
function was organized with the interference
of the welfare union of the maintenance staff
for the ritual of all people, university commu-
nity and the country as a whole. The honor-
able presence, Prof. Udaya Rathnayake, the
Vice chancellor of the university participated
for this event as the chief guest and he wished
them to continue the events likewise in the fu-
ture. The event reached the success with the
support of the academic and non- academic
staff as well as the Buddhist Association and
the financial support was also gained for this
deferential Pirith Ceremony.
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WELFARE AGM

The annual general welfare meeting of the Sa-
baragamuwa University of Sri Lanka was held on
10 th of February, 2021 at Professor J.W. Somasun-
dara Auditorium in the university. Prof. Udaya
Rathnayake, Vice Chancellor of the university was
participated for the meeting as the main advisor.
After presented the annual report and the annu-
al progress, new committee members were ap-
pointed at the occasion. Prof. Udaya Rathnayake,
the Vice Chancellor of the university stated in his
speech that he will work actively with the union
and take the steps to improve the union without
any barriers and will requests to give vaccines for
all staff members equally without any
discrimination.
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The Faculty of Management Studies (FMS)
of the Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lan-
ka recently launched the Faculty Journal
named Asian Journal of Management Stud-
ies (AJMS). As an “A” graded Faculty in the
Sri Lankan state university system, FMS al-
ways attempts to be a knowledge hub for
the nation by connecting to a broader net-
work. AJMS, a double-blind peer-reviewed
scholarly journal in business and manage-
ment, reflects the FMS's attempt to bench-
mark the faculty’s contribution to the growth
of the body of knowledge in business and

management. AJMS aims at promoting and
providing convenient access to publish and
disseminate research works in business and
management in the local, regional and glob-
al arena.

The ceremonial launch was held at the Au-
ditorium of the Staff Development Cen-
tre of the Sabaragamuwa University of Sri
Lanka, where Professor Udaya Rathnayake,
Vice-Chancellor, attended as the Chief Guest.
Prof. Saman K. Herath (Dean, The Faculty of

Animal Science and Export Agriculture, Uva
Wellassa University of Sri Lanka) and Mr. Ma-
nil Jayesinghe (President, The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka) attend-
ed the ceremony as the Keynote Speaker
and Guest of Honour. Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the physical gathering
was limited to very few dignitaries, including
the Heads of the Departments of FMS. Ac-
ademic, non-academic, and administrative
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staff members and the students joined the ses-
sion via online platforms, including Zoom and
Facebook Live.

Sharing his thoughts at the launch, The Vice
Chancellor stated that “It is indeed a great plea-

y 2021

sure to see that the Faculty of Management Stud-
ies has taken a step forward by launching the
faculty journal”. By appreciating the effort made
by FMS in launching this journal, the Vice-Chan-
cellor further stated that “The importance of
journals in academic life goes beyond providing
a means of commmunication and a permanent re-
cord. Journal articles are the final output of most
research, and a researcher’s performance and
productivity are judged largely on the number of
publications as well as where they appear.”

The editorial team of AJMS comprises an emi-




nent panel of academics representing the
Faculty of Management Studies, Sabarag-
amuwa University of Sri Lanka. Professor
MSM Aslam (Dean - Faculty of Manage-
ment Studies) heads the journal as the Ed-
itor-in-Chief. Dr. Thilini Chathurika Gamage
(Senior Lecturer) and Dr. HP Rasika Priyan-
kara (Senior Lecturer) act as the Managing
Editors of the journal. The inaugural issue of
the journal consists of six articles and a book
review by eminent scholars in Sri Lanka.
Commenting on the launching of the jour-
nal, Prof. MSM Aslam, Editor-in-Chief/ AJMS
and President/ Research and Publication
Unit of FMS, stated that “As journals are
inevitable scientific communication chan-
nel for academic and research institutions,
AIJMS aims at providing a platform to pub-
lish new, high-quality and original research
papers in the Management discipline in lo-
cal, Asian, and global contexts. Although the
initial concept of AJMS is a couple of years
old, I am glad that as a Faculty, we could
launch the journal parallel to the 25th An-
niversary celebration of the Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka.”

Addressing the gathering, Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Management Studies stated that “As
an academic institute, we believe that it is
our primary responsibility to work towards
the betterment of the society through new
initiatives such as journals and magazines
to disseminate the new knowledge.” He
also appreciates the effort rendered by the
editorial team of the journal in making the
journal a success.

Sharing his views about the journal, Mr. Ma-
nil Jayesinghe (President, The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka) stat-
ed that “It is a great initiative taken by the
Faculty of Management Studies in pro-
viding a platform for the development of
economy where the community can learn
from others’ experiences and generate new
knowledge.” He further necessitated the
importance of close cooperation between
academic institutions and the private sector
in commercializing the research outputs.
Prof. Saman K. Herath , Dean, Faculty of An-
imal Science and Export Agriculture, Uva
Wellassa University of Sri Lanka) stated that
academic journals would enhance the glob-
al visibility of the state universities and pro-
vide a platform for knowledge dissemina-
tion. Most importantly, he highlighted the
importance of research ethics in scientific
communication. Further, he emphasized

that “given the competitive nature of research, it
has become increasingly challenging for scien-
tists to report unique and pioneering research.
Nevertheless, the practice of misreporting data
and scientific results continues to be followed by
some members of the research community.”
Delivering the vote of thanks, Managing Editor
of the journal, Dr. Thilini Chathurika Gamage,
expressed her sincere gratitude to the distin-
guished dignitaries who have graced the cer-
emonial occasion and share their invaluable
thoughts despite the busy schedules. Further,
she delivered her heartfelt obligations to the edi-
torial team, eminent reviewers, and authors who
have contributed immensely for the success of
the journal.

The future issues of the Journal will focus on the
contemporary issues in management while pro-
viding some solutions and recommendations to
overcome such issues.
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