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Stars and planets consisted sky is a marvelous make of the nature. It is a drawing with uniformly
moved stars on a limited space at night. What is observable is the things that are hidden by the
Sun at the day time become disclosed in the dark. Changes of the nature that occur along planetary
behavior were studied by the spiritually and mentally advanced ancient persons as shastra of stars.
Star patterns were represented as human related objects by naming them according to the changes in
seasons, climate and environment. At the same time, environmental changes like seasonal and climatic
differences were appropriated properly for agriculture. This traditional knowledge developed along
human experiences and mental thoughts took a complete different path after inventing the astronomical
telescope. Shastra of stars and the engagement of people were separated into two subjects as Astronomy
and Astrology. Physical information about the planets that came through the astronautics and new
findings couldn.t affect astrology because the knowledge that was historically propagated so far by
astrologers was further clarified through science. Ordinary people understand the planetary objects only
through what astrologery explains. Religions such as Buddhism, Christian and Islam have given a special
place planetary movements and their circumstances. Therefore, research explains that Astronomy and
Astrology are two epistemological aspects of studying the planets and their circumstances. This study
only focuses on the luminaries of Sun and Moon for its conclusions. .

Key words: Celestial sphere, Zodiac, Constellations, Geographical coordinates, Eclipses
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Woman is a major partner in any society in the world. Unfortunately, in many cases, woman
is mistreated badly and very often the importance of woman in the society is underestimated.
Throughout human history, traditional gender roles have often defined and limited woman’s activities
and opportunities. With such restriction loosening up during the 20th Century, woman in many societies
has access to careers beyond the traditional ‘homemaker’ and is free to pursue higher education. As
far as the social task of woman is concerned, her utmost contribution for the reproduction process is
endemic and indispensable for the existence of the human society. Hence, in Asian society, woman
with productive ability was venerated and considered as a symbol of prosperity. In the history of
Sri Lanka, woman was esteemed as a ‘mother’, ‘wife’, and a ‘sister’. However, in this house context,
violence against woman whether within the families or in communities has a long history and is
primarily committed by man. This situation is evident in Sri Lankan society as well. Even in the
present technologically developed society, while gender equality is ranked fairly well in Sri Lanka,
violence against woman is still a prevalent issue here. In the current Sri Lankan society, sexual
harassment and illicit abortions are main issues faced by woman. In the modern Sinhala literature,
particularly in novels, writers have made an effort to discuss the above issues encountered by
women. Taking selected novels written by contemporary writers as evidence, this study attempts to
identify how modern Sinhala novelists have depicted those issues encountered by present day woman.
The results show that modern Sinhala novelist have depicted the real issues faced by woman in Sri Lanka.

Key words: Woman, Asian society, Reproduction, Illicit abortions, Sexual harassment, Modern
Sinhala novels
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Gunasena Galappatty could be identified as a dramatist who immensely contributed to the
advancement of Sri Lankan theatrical tradition in the experimental theatrical era. In 1957, Galappatty
entered the theatrical arena by directing the drama “Sadakiduru”. By profession, he was a teacher,
and in times to come he directed numerous adaptations and autonomous drama. Among them
“Walahediyawa” (1962), “Muhuduputtu”(1962), “Dewathaeli”(1963), “Liyatabara”(1967), “Thatha”
(1969) were famous among the audience. The company of Professor Ediriweera Sarachchandra had a
tremendous impact on enriching Galappatty’s career as a playwright. In 1959, Galappatty received
the Fulbright scholarship to study drama at Broadway, Yale University in the United States. There
he gained the opportunity to study the naturalistic performance technique known as the “Stanislavski
Method” which was developed by the renowned theatre practitioner Constantin Stanislavski. Later on,
it was possible to identify Stanislavski’s influence in many of Galappatty’s creations. In general, the
significance of Galappatty’s drama is embedded in the content and structure which depict indigenous
consciousness outstandingly. In the process of investigating a local theatrical tradition which enhanced
the Sri Lankan theatre with innovative experimentations, Gunasena Galappatty fortifies a paramount
position.

Key words: Indigenous consciousness, Adaptation, Local theatrical tradition, Experiment theatrical Era
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This study analytically investigates of the cave temple paintings in the Buddhist monasteries in the
Uva Province. It is noteworthy that there are many Buddhist temples in the Central Province as well as
in the Southern coastal areas of the Sri Lanka, which have historically valuable paintings in abundance.
Most of them dated from the 18" and 19*" centuries. The paintings in the Uva Province significantly
differ from those in the other Buddhist monasteries in other parts of the country. These paintings mainly
reflect both the style and the content of the art tradition. Most of the temple paintings of the 18" and
19%" centuries were centered around Kandy city and its suburbs. In addition, traditional paintings in the
coastal areas are inspired by the socio-political reactions developed with colonial influence. Data were
analyzed both qualitatively and quantitatively using empirical research methods. The field study survey
has been used primarily to collect the data.

Key words: Cave temple, Tradition, Style, Paintings, Buddhist monasteries
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(The Contingent Rise of Passion: A Lacanian Psychoanalytical Profile on ‘Maname’)
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The contingent personality and unpredictability that princess Maname displayed in the drama
‘Maname’ (1956) could shake the masculine mind at that time. This unpredictable nature from the
side of man was often linked to the feminine ‘essencelessness’ which can even be seen in Jataka
stories. The shift in the paradox of desire that princess Maname epitomizes takes place from decent
and civilized prince ‘Maname’ whom the princess was familiar with to an unknown jungle king who
seems roudy and non-civilized. The same contingent shift in the feminine desire can be observed
in the popular blockbuster ‘The Silence of the Lambs’ (1991) in which Clarice Starling obstinately
starts desiring the cannibalistic Hannible Lecter who was under treatment under severe security
measures. In this context, reinterpreting the drama ‘Maname’ seems timely since there has not
been any psychoanalytical attempt made to understand the unpredictable desire in woman which
in itself a challenge for masculine imaginations. This paper uses modern psychoanalysis (in relation
to Jacques Lacan and Slavoj Zizek) and critical hermeneutics to recontextualize the dialogues and
events in the drama ‘Maname’ to derive at the conclusion that feminine desire has eternally being an
unsolved paradox and it is that unsolved paradox of contingency that exotically attracts man to her more.

Key words: The drama ‘Maname’, Paradoxical shift of desire, Contingent personality, Lacanian
psychoanalysis
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The differences shown in a particular speech community are represented through the language
utilized by the members of that society. The social functions such as educational or mutual discussions,
official letters, court proceedings are done by the use of language. The “Register” is a variety of a
language used for a particular purpose or in a particular social setting. These language forms differ from
each other by varying factors such as phonology formation, morphology formation, pronunciation and
vocabulary. The speaker tends to change his language form to suit the relevant social function. In the
modern Sinhala novels, the usage of “Register” in accordance with the particular time and space and
the characters is evident. The purpose of this study is to ascertain the suitability of registers for the
characterization in the modern Sinhala novels and to study the contribution of language forms in the
process of reconstruction of characters in the particular novels. In addition to that, the adapting nature of
the vocabulary which depicts matters such as social context, incidents, behaviors and emotions involved
in the creation is scrutinized here while observing how these “Registers” contribute for the success of
a novel as expected by the author. In this study, selected novels from 2010 to 2018 were referred as
primary sources and books, magazines, critical writings and web sources related to Linguistics and the
usage of language in Sinhala novels were referred as secondary sources. To conclude, it is evident that the
language of a character is determined by the social context. Moreover, this study proves that “Registers”
assist for the effective characterization in accordance with the social context in the modern Sinhala novels.

Key words: Registers, Modern Sinhala novel, Social context, Characterization, Suitability
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(An Analytical Study on the Usage of Post-Realism Contemporary Sinhalese Novel: with
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Contemporary Sinhalese novel is one of the extensive literatures that transgresses the traditional
boundaries which cannot be measured with traditional criteria. Therefore, specific features which have
structurally and thematically been advanced and modernised should be applied to the contemporary
Sinhalese novels. The specific features that are suggested in these particular novels are magic realism,
surrealism, and post modernism. The concept, which includes these features can generally be termed
as post-realism. This concept which has been already illustrated in the Western literature marked its
first advent in Sinhalese novels in 1981 in the novel, ‘Sansaranyaye Dadhayakkaraya’ written by Simon
Nawagattegama. Thereafter, this concept has occurred intermittently in Sinhalese novels and during
the period of contemporary Sinhalese novels it can be noticed that modern novelists have used this
concept of post-realism for the most part of their works. The main objective of the study is to investigate
how selected novelists have adapted the concept of post-realism in contemporary Sinhalese novels. In
this regard, several modern Sinhalese novels written in relation to the concept of post-realism during
the period of 2010 and 2018 were referred as primary data and books, magazines, and e-journals were
patronised as secondary data. Through this research, it was clearly epitomised that this concept could
be successfully utilised to achieve the novelists’ objective of divulging the social reality in contemporary
Sinhalese novel. Moreover, it was identified that though literary strategies such as modern structures
and themes have also been included in these works, the concept of post-realism is just another branch
of realism.

Key words: Concept of post-realism, Magic realism, Post-modernism, Surrealism, Contempory
Sinhalese novel
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“Post-realism is a theoretical perspective
on international relations. According to
post-realism, global actors are joined in
a global network of thought, actions, and
talk. Post-realism focuses particularly on
the talk, on discourse and debate in
the conduct and study of international
relations. For post-realists, international
realism is a form of social
and political rhetoric. It opens rather
than closes a debate about what is real
and what is realistic in international
relations” :https://en.m.wikipedia.org).
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Feminism is an expression of female agony and is exhibiting their oppression.:Thiru Chandran
1995:12) Modern poetic creations of selected female poets also express female agony. Especially, as
females, those poets have experienced the oppression and they have developed some form of female
ideology in expressing them. The main point of this study is to exemplify that the modern female poets
are being culturally oppressed. The difference of femininity, as illustrated in the poetry that is discussed
in this study, is that it is inherited naturally and the gender has been created by the patriarchal culture
in which religion, customs, marriage, morals are defined on a patriarchal basis. The system of ownership,
industries are the incidental elements that subjectivized the woman to suffer culturally as illustrated
by the female poets represented here. According to the modern female poets who radically express
their views, females suffer physically and mentally than they suffer ideologically. This research studies
how the females suffer culturally by investigating the poetry written by Anuradha Nilmini, Suharshani
Dharmarathna and Vipuli Hettiarachchi. This study is qualitative in it nature and the selected primary
sources by Anuradha Nilmini, Suharshani Dharmarathna and Vipuli Hettiarachchi will be interpreted
using modern feminist theories to reach at the above conclusion. The secondary resources of this research
will be the literal articles and books that are written under the feminism together with culture critiques
and literary criticism etc. It concludes that the above poets express deep notions of female cultural
oppression during contemporary times.

Key words: Female cultural oppression, Feminist ideology, Gender roles, Masculine culture
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