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(A Study on Challenges Faced by Consumer Affairs Authority in
Protection Consumer Rights in Sri Lanka)
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It is a human being who becomes a consumer and hence all rights related to a human being
should apply to a consumer as well. Accordingly, modern democratic states have accepted that
consumer rights should be treated as a legal right. Even in Sri Lanka, there is a mechanism including
laws acts and regulations working towards this end. The main objective of this research is to study the
problems, challenges and requirements faced by the Consumer Affairs Authority in protecting
consumer rights. Under the quality research plans, head office of the Consumer Affairs Authority in
Colombo was selected as the field of the study. Under the simple and probable model system, 10 officers
engaged in various jobs who work in the Consumer Affairs and who are specialized regarding consumer
rights were selected. 20 persons out of members of two Consumer Organizations Centered on
Consumer Authority in Colombo and 10 businessman from the area totaling 50 persons were selected
for the entire model. In collecting data, questionnaire system and the interview system were chosen and
to obtain secondary data analyzing, letters, reports and documents as well as the internet were used. For
the overall data analysis, well descriptive system was used. The study revealed that due to the dearth
of resources, ignorance on the part of the public, unnecessary political interference, lack of strong
Consumer Organizations and problems of Security, it has become difficult for the Consumer Authority
to Safeguard Consumer protection. In order to avoid those short comings, steps must be taken such as
to create a consumer protection policy, inclusion of consumer protection policies in the school
curriculum and methodologies to include a policy of creating advisory centers as a timely requirement.

Key Words: Consumer, Consumer rights, Human rights, Democracy, Policy
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Many of present researchers have given their attention to the contribution of traditional home
gardens for the biodiversity conservation of Sri Lanka which belongs to the world biodiversity hotspots.
For this research, five traditional home gardens of the intermediate zone from Belihuloya, Seelogama
and Yakdehiwala Grama Niladhari Divisions were selected. The research was done according to the
mixed methodology. Quantitative data under the primary data collection were collected with the help
of natural scientific methods. Data about the plants were collected under quadrats method and the data
about the birds were collected under the point count method and observation. The collection of
gualitative data was done by using the social scientific methods and their results have been confirmed
through interviews taken according to purposive sampling and direct observations. Secondary data and
information were collected from relevant institutions, written sources and web sites. The study found
736 plants related to 147 species from the quadrats method in relation to the five traditional home
gardens. Interviews and direct observations confirmed that the agro-biodiversity, community
participatory biodiversity conservation and food security in the study area remain at a higher level. The
diversity, abundance and the richness of species are at a higher level and those were recognized
according to the bird species study. There were 703 birds representing 41 bird species under seven
order and 25 families reported that eight endemic bird species and two species are threatened. According
to the results, it can be concluded that traditional home gardens in the intermediate zone are contributing
to the biodiversity conservation.

Key words: Biodiversity conservation, Agro biodiversity, Plants, Birds, Traditional home garden
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RO Serdeum 9O ¢ B® gedawnm SdFed §d
250200 BEHD e gl ¢BOm ERI® amd
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90 ‘
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50 IA‘
o VLA .
VAR YAYAW.) JAN
o [/ v\ / \_.
0 = VA -
A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J|K|LIMIN|O|P|QIR|S|T|U|VWX|Y|Z|a|b|c|d|e|f|g|h|i|]j|k|Im|n|o
— Se@e gCHmO® (6857 w-a100) | 7RBRAGRA15RPMUI12MW91(8|7/112174865|8|2[19832194(4|4121/2|2|5/|2|1|2|2
— D@ 0ewnsdd (8 vem) |[3|5|5/5|5/5(5/1(5(5|4|5(4|5|4/1|3|4|1|4|2|1|4|3|1]|1|3|4|2|3|2(3|2|1]|1|1/1|2|1|2|2
e300 g 2! 38 Dere EwmID 5 De®yd @ewItssS RO
8coee I »®G, 2020
D@ o 3 OBemd 38 Sedrrsio acg DD DLBwoes
©w8D | eoeTH3 e®iyo DE® B0 BBen HIFOS | f1eDHHED | gred&HD
Order Family (IUCN red data 0%
list, 2020)
01 A Passeriformes | Estrildidae LC * 1B
02 B Passeriformes | Turdidae LC |
03 C Passeriformes | Nectariniidae LC *
04 D Passeriformes | Dicruridae LC * B
05 E Passeriformes | Sylviidae LC * IR
06 F Passeriformes | Pycnonotidae LC * B
07 G Gallifomes Phasiandae LC * B
08 H Piciformes Picidae LC * 1B
09 I Columbiformes | Columbidae LC |
10 J Passeriformes | Oriolidae LC s |
11 K Psittaciformes | Psittacidae LC * 1B
12 L Passeriformes | Sturnidae LC * B
13 M Columbiformes | Columbidae LC * B
14 N Passeriformes | Timaliidae LC * 1B
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@80 | toedDw@ ool DCEB BoliSeen HBBOG | DR | gredH
Order Family (IUCN red data CXalio)
list, 2020)
15 @) Passeriformes | Sturnidae NT * B
16 P Psittaciformes | Psittacidae LC * 1B
17 Q Gallifomes Phasiandae LC B
18 R Piciformes Picidae LC B
19 S Passeriformes | Monarchidae LC [ ]
20 T Passeriformes | Dicaeidae NT * B
21 U Passeriformes | Corvidae LC * 1
22 \Y Gallifomes Phasiandae LC * B
23 W Passeriformes | Hirundinidae LC * B
24 X Passeriformes | Pittidae LC * [ |
25 Y Passeriformes | Turdidae LC * 1
26 Z Passeriformes | Turdidae LC * I
27 A Passeriformes | Timaliidae LC * B
28 B Passeriformes | Estrildidae LC * B
29 C Ciconiiformes | Ardeidae LC * B
30 D Columbiformes | Columbidae LC * B
31 E Passeriformes | Estrildidae LC * B
32 F Passeriformes | Laniidae LC * [ |
33 G Passeriformes | Campephagidae LC * B
34 H Psittaciformes | Psittacidae LC |
35 | Passeriformes | Nectariniidae LC * 1B
36 J Passeriformes | Monarchidae LC * 1B
37 K Passeriformes | Zostroidae LC * [ ]
38 L Coraciiformes | Alcedinidae LC * B
39 M Passeriformes | Monarchidae LC S |
40 N Passeriformes | Paridae LC * 1B
41 0 Coraciiformes | Bucerotidue LC * 1B

Dbsn gy © ¢iBa »¢S (Present all year)

B 85 wiped wopeess g (Winter visitor)

(A- Passer domesticus, B- Copsychus saularis,
C- Nectarinia asiatica, D- Dicrurus caerulescens
leucopygialis, E- Orthotomus sutorius sutorius,
F- Pycnonotus cafer cafer, G- Gallus lafayettii,
H- Dinopium benghalense psarodes, |I-
Streptopelia chinensis ceylonensis, J- Oriolus
xanthornus ceylonensis, K- Psittacula krameri,
L- Acridotheres tristis melanosturnus, M- Treron
pompadora pompadora, N-  Pellorneum
fuscocapillum, O- Gracula ptilogenys, P-
Psittacula calthropae, Q- Pavo cristatus, R-
Megalaima zeylanica, S- Terpsiphone paradise,
T- Dicaeum vincens, U- Corvus macrorhynchos,
V- Coturnix chinensis, W- Hirundo daurica
hyperythra, X- Pitta brachyuran, Y- Erithacus
brunneus, Z- Saxicoloides fulicata leucoptera, a-
Turdoides affinis taprobanus, b- Lonchura
kelaarti kelaarti, c- Egretta garzetta, d-
Chalcophaps indica robinsoni, e- Ploceus

philoppinus, f- Lanius cristatus cristatus, g-
Pericrocotus flammeus, h- Centropus sinensis, i-
Nectarinia lotenia lotenia, j- Rhipiduru aureola,
k- Zosterops ceylonensis, I- Halcyon smyrnensis,
m- Terpsiphone paradise, n- Parus major, o-
Tockus gingalensis)

Carolus Linnaeus 8823 &85=3 o58@mdencs @@
DI ¢3¢0 ED Dedsvo® vews ®» OO
E8wed Sede 290n ©®IBR S SexuEiem
0B HEH T . O ¢ ® Edews ©
QOOE drecs dBwmdes =0 & end
EOINE B WESD BB Fo@ ¢ VO DEBSenwdO
ass @d.

edCNCYs ygedrned ©@i®yLBd® vdROESS
Dm0 § o8 Beds 41 eoly »oO gus §
gm0 eewidn:s o8 Seds gur Hod

Passeriformes eoipwd § emd Seds Owms
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O NeaiBn ®EIBGD 8P BO8® Deds
2edHn Seds O» god ICHEOE
©200c08m endROES D g 38 Deds
4153 & CoD0 @ed&hn Sods a0 HENOD
oS Be. & co D8mmenr (Gallus lafayettii),
@0®secio; Rdewiw (Treron pompadora
pompadora), & e eEeE88w (Gracula
ptilogenys), & o= @& &cos (Psittacula
calthropae), & o= B8EEdes (Dicaeum
vincens), 8 o 8Bm@wo  (Zosterops
ceylonensis), & com ad S (Tockus
gingalensis) e» & o (883w (Hirundo
daurica hyperythra) s> Seds & and 08.

200D&H® 1 2ed&H® N0 o8 dews
83(8e30> @ ©0iess e M EE® @ dHmSwn
050 Beds 4173 3823 DG 501 © OB VS
@, 3eDGHD e300 38 deds S IO
@d08wo (Pitta brachyura), ezl SE 8580
(Erithacus brunneus) es» e@sd es@8=3mo (Lanius
cristatus cristatus) w» ©=58 Beds 8 eired
BoYOeH D 38 Tods DREGE VEIOD
OB Be.

OEI® B0 08¢ B8 sedsen 18853
eeHd BedBdE €3:08eh MHBBOG ®I HBWD
Be® gDcm® metiddO, eode0 = wods’
SOBDe0D BT EID O ¢ e (IUCN
red data list) 2020 &x808 @esed @OFIED
DO G¢ ¢ amd o8 Deds 41253 39wed
@oowen »¥tde LEAST CONCERN (LC)
0O O¢ & wi®d @8 @D ¢l Seds
DREGsS HEZNOD DS Bae. § o S8EEDD
(Dicaeum vincens) o & @Eo eEeE8Bw
(Gracula ptilogenys) NEAR THREATENED
(NT) 9¢ 8 @e® »id®wEd EHD0 @izt
Bedds danews’ 2016 dbved @ umInwed o 0
28 D HEZNOD OB B, FRBEHS  BED0
e3ICHeE 083¢i3 evdY BeWS VB e
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WO, 8. (2013) & Eooed O

Bo0BeH  BH  DEODIWCH @B R®!
B@153o8m D mEis &S08n B3 emeds
Beds aDI»HERS3, 0e®, wUma §IRHES.
d@88 &, Restns O (2017) 8§ Riowred eebd
DOV e3007FB€nB, O@WIE®, CB30DoR BBEDIE)
€3 @@,

Bmnden &, Smmed 99. (1997) eekd SBLsEE
0 B3 @ HOBO § R1oBw @3S, emie®,
©2)0008) GIBDBICA.
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DBV, 8830 LR HE.

Agbogidi, O.M. and Adolor, E.B (2013) Home
gardens in the maintenance of biological
diversity. Appl Sci Rep, 1(1), pp.19-25.

Galluzzi, G., Eyzaguirre, P. and Negri, V (2010)
Home gardens: neglected hotspots of agro-
biodiversity and cultural diversity. Biodiversity
and conservation, 19(13), pp.3635-3654.

Marambe, B., Pushpakumara, G. and Silva, P
(2012) Biodiversity and agrobiodiversity in Sri
Lanka: Village tank systems. In The Biodiversity
Observation Network in the Asia-Pacific
Region (pp. 403-430). Springer, Tokyo.

Mohri, H., Lahoti, S., Saito, O., Mahalingam, A.,
Gunatilleke, N., Hitinayake, G., Takeuchi, K. and
Herath, S (2013) Assessment of ecosystem
services in homegarden systems in Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, and Vietnam. Ecosystem Services, 5,
pp.124-136.

Myers, N., Mittermeier, R.A., Mittermeier, C.G.,
Da Fonseca, G.A. and Kent, J (2000)
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Bonew 8BEB® 18108 e »dm 8¢xbdslo 0@ © HDwiBn Kus-Bsnm @880 ¢ ©©Og
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Be® & cogsm enwbom €@ (Suffixes) edamed v mwesed ©18m @@o| ©ees3cmIBOD O
2ABEDHBE eedd. eCAD BowEed Hxr ©ews eoMBe®B @ »idn amebnm B® ®»em0
01Be® & eGam Bonen ©dRBIVewrs’ e®em 8¢ 8 a1 @18 B¢onsied glremLE CBenci®
DO OB @m0 »iven BowEed IDm Foo amebom »En ©Ne® & HowiBnen deecns’ e
@O @m0 & vizen BowEs BORBVERE s ewimnm 0 BoE DI1EBs3 amd &g § edig
B8 Fsen 00 ¢80 @R w0 E) ©Dm OB GE. VG O 2eBHD BT DIBdDELIed
B@ID PB@IZIBN WWEBB O DReCBms WO G8. 00O 2BEHBEO VS § Foo gmestnm

oD 728. & ands’ eCamends, mvamendsS §iBr Daews’ @i O esecned gmetnm
oS ©0&. 988 amebon (65) aneds’ amnwbnm 331 eCAWOS, 3228 HIverncds 88 Se®sd
eEADES, DIBeHHS 80 OB YBediVe Bwr dB)Ebnm Go@ewrs’ e 88 18 ¢dedid
D0 OB DU .

eB538w OO eEIBIW, VIvers, axlnm, B@IND, &e@IBYHD

Forest corridors are a necessary tool for building an active connection between a forest or an
ecosystem that is being fragmented. The forest passage conservation process is built on the conservation
issue of deforestation. This study was limited to two of the Beragala Mukalana and Valankanda escort
forests, although there were numerous fragmented forests around the World Heritage Site in the
Sinharaja, the main lowland rainforest region. The main objective of the research is to investigate the
need for establishing forest paths to conserve the low country rain forest areas. Interviews, participatory
village access and direct observation were conducted to collect data. Qualitative methods and thematic
analysis were done to analyze the collected data. In this regard, global, regional and Sri Lankan studies
of deforestation and forest corridors, chronological changes in the Beragala Mukalana and Valankanda
forest areas which are surrounding forested areas of World Heritage Sinharaja forest and the need for
forest conservation on a geographical scale were comprehensively investigated. These analyses strongly
indicate that need for timely management and conservation of forest landscapes for discoveries of
endangered species endangered by human and physical factors, declining species density, impediment
to animal migration, and contribution to deforestation through land use. Accordingly, it can be
concluded that the concept of forest lanes as a current forest conservation measure is a best solution to
the problems of effect of deforestation and the isolation of habitants to build the interconnections.

Keywords: Conservation, Deforestation, Forest corridor, Forest fragmentation, Sinharaja forest zone
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Gem industry has been one of the major industries in Sri Lanka since antiquity. Historically,
the country was identified as ‘‘Rathnadeepa’’ for it comprised the most valuable and rarest gems, and
it is noteworthy that Sri Lankan gem industry has been connected with its inherited cultural values,
beliefs and rituals since ancient times. This research thus focuses on understanding these beliefs and
rituals that are related to the Sri Lankan gem industry. This is a qualitative research based on the case
study method. For the study, the data were collected using two primary methods namely literature
survey and interviews. Field investigations were conducted in three Divisional Secretariats:
Godakavela, Palmadulla and Rathnapura of the Rathnapura district. Key informants and focus group
discussions were conducted with selected samples and forty male respondents participated in the
interviews. It was revealed that various traditions, beliefs and rituals were closely connected with the
inherited risky nature of the gem industry and attitudes of people about fortune. Therefore, the people
involved in this industry expect blessings and protection by engaging in various rituals. Among these
traditions, respect and veneration of Lord Buddha, faith in God Katharagama and God SumanaSaman,
astrology - based rituals, palm - reading, Cleromancy, Sacrifice for Genie, Sacrifice for Goddess Kali,
the practice of Lime cutting, hoodoo, Alms giving, Kem practices, etc. were identified. Those rituals
and beliefs continue to exist among people engaged in the gem industry in Sri Lanka even at present.

Keywords: Ancient Period, Beliefs and Rituals, Cultural, Gem Industry, Traditions
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(A Film Theoretical Analysis of the Concepts of Inter-Ethnic Harmony and
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This study examines the film Him, Her, the Other (2018) directed by Prasanna Vitanage, Vimukthi
Jayasundara and Asoka Handagama from the angle of film theory. Although the film appears to have
intended to present a didactic message about reconciliation and inter-ethnic harmony, this text undercuts
that didacticism with irony, presenting a nuanced picture about inter-ethnic harmony and reconciliation.
The larger research problem shaping this study is the ways in which the relation between the image and
society could be theorized. This study draws on the idea of the ontology of the image present in film
theory as well as the theorization of the genre of the social problem film in sociological theory. The
research questions of the study are, 1) how can the circulation of the images of death be theorized within
the social reality of war? 2) how do images of the disappeared both mark the absence and the continued
presence of those forcibly disappeared and how does the abstraction of that image lead to possibilities
of new communities? and 3) how is the nation represented as an image in the film’s text. The central
argument that is presented as a finding in this study is that the filmic text’s irony points to how the
military ending of the war, unaccompanied by any discourse or political intervention on justice cannot
lead to a positive representation of harmony or reconciliation; the film emphasizes the need to examine
the deep socio-political roots of the conflict that can only lead to any sustainable idea of reconciliation,
rather than resort to the easy didacticism promoted by powerful discourses about a quasi-ethnic
harmony and reconciliation.

Key words: Reconciliation, Social problem film, Film Theory, Ontology, Political Violence
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A constitution should reflect the sovereignty of people which leads to a broad public
participation in the decision making process. From the very beginning, the president-cabinet hybrid has
been severely criticized owing to the excessive authority vested in the office of president in Sri Lanka.
In this sense, the powers and functions of president are not subjected to check and balance by the
legislature and court. Consequently, several efforts have been taken to introduce a ‘balanced scheme’
and, the nineteenth amendment to the constitution has been the most recent alteration to host a
constitutional council for shared powers in the democratic governance. The main objective of this study
is to examine the balance of power introduced under 19A and its contribution to politico-administrative
deliberation in a political culture perspective. For this, the constitutional ethnography method is
employed with qualitative-secondary data design and arrived at three main conclusions: first, the
proportional representation and public opinion play a transitional role in the decision making process
but the authoritative executions of president cannot be monitored or composed in legislative and judicial
occupations. Second, even though the 19A is objectively vibrant and strategically prodigious, it
comprises several technical deficiencies and functional miscalculations. Finally, the Constitutional
Council is an effective initiation in mitigating the adversaries from nepotism, cronyism and
companionism which have been the major impediments in the political culture of Sri Lanka.

Key Words: Constitution, Executive, Democracy, Governance, Political Culture
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The rise of a series of stories called “Jathaka” has taken place during the Buddha’s era or soon
after the parinirvana of Lord Buddha. Jathalka is included in the 7" section of NavaangaSaththuSasana.
KhuddakaNikaya in the SuthraPitaka contains 15 books (sections) and the Jathaka are considered as
one of them. Jathaka stories are also included in DvadashangaShasthruSasana which comes in the
tradition of Sanskrit — Buddhism. Accordingly, Theravada Buddhist tradition and other traditions have
considered Jathaka as a part of Lord Buddha's preaching. The meaning of Jathaka is birth. In this
context, Jathaka are related to Lord Buddha’s previous births. It is considered that this series of stories
have been preached by Lord Buddha himself for the betterment of his followers. It can be noticed that
the composers of these Jathaka stories have observed and analyzed the mindset and behaviors of
individuals deeply. Various complications in the human mind are depicted in many Jathaka stories.
Therefore, Jathaka stories can be identified as a series of stories that reveal humanity in a psychological
aspect. Jathaka story composers’ views on women are complicated. There are a lot of stories that
criticize womanhood but there are few which depict its values. This study aims to observe Jathaka
stories in a psychological aspect.

Key Words: JathakaPotha, SapathNiroshaya, Buddhist psychology, Feminine, Psychological diseases
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