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(Identifying How Sri Lanka's Development Process Influences the Creation
of Elephant-Human Conflict (With References to Hamabantota District)
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Abstract

Elephant - Human conflict has become a serious social and environmental issue due to the
unsustainable development programs currently being implemented in Sri Lanka. In such a context, a
problematic situation has been created regarding the direction of development and the balance of
sustainable development goals in a country. The main objective of this study is to analyze how the
development process of the country, which has created a current social discourse, affects the creation
of human-elephant conflicts. The data and information for this research paper was primarily obtained
from existing researches. The study is based on the secondary data that has been published specially in
Hambantota district. Human-elephant conflict has become a very serious social problem in Hambantota
area, which was identified as a rural area until recently. The development achieved in this way, many
positive results have been achieved for the area, but due to the heavy damage done to the natural
environment illegally, the forest population as well as the animal population are facing many
difficulties. Some of these issues include blocking the daily routes of wild animals, lack of food for
animals, and blocking elephant passes. Therefore, it has become a very common phenomenon for wild
elephants and other animals to damage lives and property in villages. Human-Elephant conflict in these
areas has become a major factor that disrupts the lives of rural people. Especially family life, children's
education, rural agricultural economy as well as other social, economic, cultural, political and
environmental aspects are also significantly affected. In this way, due to the development process taking
place in Sri Lanka, it can be seen that part of the people are fighting with the government and another
part of the people are accepting the risk of life in the face of human conflict and adapting to the existing
environment.

Keywords: Human- elephant conflict, Sustainable development, Livelihoods, Economy, Rural society
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(An Investigative Study on the Inefficiency of the Samurdhi Movement in
Rural Development in Sri Lanka: From Neluwa Divisional Secretariat,
Galle District)
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Abstract

Although various development programs have been initiated for the welfare of the genaral
public of this country since the time of the British colonial period, they have shown some growth after
independence. With the attainment of universal suffrage in Sri Lanka, the beginning of representative
democracy can be seen as a temptation to carry out the welfare of the people by the representatives.
Therefore, the people's leaders did not have the opportunity to neglect the interests of the common
people. Particular attention was paid to the rural population. Because it was the reason why the people
got their votes in the elections and those votes were decisive. In the past, a large number of rural
programs were implemented and some programs failed. However, the Samurdhi development program
introduced by the government that came to power in 1994 has had some success but has failed to
eradicate its intended poverty. This research could fine that the Samurdhi program has failed to achieve
the real progress of due to the irregularities in the selection of Samurdhi recipients in the rural
community, political interference, bureaucracy, negative attitudes of the Samurdhi beneficiaries,
improper monitoring of the beneficiaries and lack of targeted programs. The research was conducted in
four Grama Niladhari Divisions in the Neluwa Divisional Secretariat Division in the Galle District of
the Southern Province of Sri Lanka for this purpose and about 100 Samurdhi recipient families were
used for this purpose.

Keywords: Rural Programs, Poverty Alleviation Projects, Poverty, Samuddhi, Development
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(Existentialism Features Depicted in the Sinhala Novel: An Analysis Based
on Selected Sinhala Novels)
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Abstract

Existentialism is a philosophy of man. Studying Existentialism will be beneficial to understand
the reality of life and what the absolute truth is. The main purpose of this research is to examine the
characteristics in humanistic psychology, religious perspective, and Marxist analysis of the creation of
humanity of the philosophical thought of existentialism, which are represented by the creativity of
literary fiction. All the selected novels (1955-1965) are chosen as primary sources and critical essays
that are published on novels under the theme of existentialism, as well as articles published in
newspapers and online articles are selected as secondary sources. Between 1955 and 1965, the Sinhala
novels tended to take a new path. The novels feature characters who were isolated from the outside
world, who acted in a way that was inherently isolated and challenged against social norms. Acting in
their own will, they also became isolated figures among intellectual thinking, bringing to life the
philosophy of existentialism. The subject of humanistic psychology is entirely a reflection of
existentialism. Existentialism is an oasis of psychology as it explores the spirituality of man. And it also
exemplifies the plight of man. Existentialism tends to look at man from a humanistic point of view,
stating that a practical and coherent solution must arise within man, rather than the concept of nirvana
in Buddhism. Marxists’ acceptance of alienation cannot be ruled out that there was an alienation behind
the dark side to the moods of the characters raised in real-time Sinhala novels. Therefore, it can be
concluded that existentialism, both psychologically and religiously, were influenced by the reflection
of humanity in Sinhala novels in the 1955-1965 decades.

Key Words: Existentialism, Sinhala Novels, Alienation, Humanistic Psychology, Religious Morality
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Abstract

As a result of human activities, considerable amount of solid waste is generated and disposal
of solid waste has become one of the major environmental issues in Sri Lanka. This study aimed to
analyze the social and environmental effects of Gohagoda Thekkawaththa garbage dump located in
Harispattuwa Divisional Secretariat Division (DSD), Kandy District and its land suitability. A
questionnaire survey with 50 respondents, field observations and Chi-square test using IBM SPSS 21
software were carried out to find out social and environmental effects of dumping site and model was
created based on several criteria with the help of GIS 10.4 software to find the land suitability of garbage
dump. Spatial distribution of population density, buildings, roads, water bodies, slope angel, forested
areas and land use pattern were selected as suitability criteria. According to the results, 66 percent of
respondents mostly suffer from effluvium. There is 32 percent of huge effect for atmosphere and soil
in this area and many people suffer from respiratory diseases. All the respondents said that the dumping
site affects the physical environment including atmosphere, soil quality, surface and underground water
and flora and fauna. Accordingly, the Chi-square tests indicated that there is a significant effect of the
site on the community and physical environment in this area. Land suitability assessment carried out
for the Kandy District revealed that this dumping site is located under the category of the least suitable
land area and study suggests to shift the dumping site in to a location under the category of the most
suitable areas which covers 22.37 percent out of entire land area in the Kandy District. This study
recommends creating a sanitary landfill, recycling waste, generating power through waste and making
fertilizers as the most suitable strategy which does not bring harmful effects to the environment and to
the community rather than waste dumping.

Key words: Solid waste, Gohagoda dumping site, Social impacts, Environmental impacts, Land
suitability
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(A Study on the Past Market and Social System Revealed Through the
“Badulu Tem Letter”)
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Abstract

The Historic “Badulu Tem Letter”, which was found near Mahiyanganaya Sorabora Tank by
Badulla government sub-agent John Bailey in 1857 is a series of charters on a petition by the people to
the king on injustices at Hopitigamuwa market. It was a source for an intellectual who searches for Sri
Lanka’s history, social, cultural, political and economic background, specially on taxation of the king’s
policy. When compared with the present society, it confirms there is no change of the situation of the
society at that time and it can be observed that the trade regulations are compatible not only with Sri
Lanka’s society in that statutory class, but also on international trade regulations.

Key Words: Past Market, Tem Letter, Tax Imposition, Badulu Tem Letter, Frauds Corruption
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Abstract

The main aim of modern sociolinguistics is to study the human language based on speech
community as there is an inseparable relationship between a society and its language, and also these
two are inter- dependable. Register which is one of the main part of sociolinguistic scope can be
primarily defined as the sort of variety of a language according to usage. Registers can be created or
used for a particular purpose or in a particular communicative situation as wished by speekers
or writers. According to the written records of Sinhalese, registers or varieties of usage of Sinhala
language can be identified from 9" century AD. Therefore, the aim of this research is to identity and
examine the registers of Sinhala language based on inscriptions related to from 9" Century AD to end
of the 10" Century AD under the research problem of what are the Sinhalese registers and its significant
features on inscriptional language ?. As a primary source of studying the Sinhala language, inscriptions
are strong enough to provide valuable and rare primary facts of each and every components of Sinhalese
written language. Using literary survey for collecting primary and secondary data and applying
qualitative method in this research, it could find a large number of registers related to the particular
purposes or in particular communicative situations of political-economy as well as socio-cultural
facts.

Key words: Inscriptions, Sinhala Language, Registers, Sociolinguistics, Speech community
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