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Abstract

Buddhist monastic architectural traditions in Sri Lanka commenced with the establishment of
Buddhism in the third century BCE. Mahinda Thera brought to Sri Lanka not only the
Buddhist religion but also a complete Buddhist culture including the technological and
constructional methodology of Buddhist monastic architecture. Based on available monastic
archaeological remains, previous investigations have confirmed that the architectural tradition
distinguished notable developments in the constructional plan, material, and methods
employed from the middle part of the first millennia CE. Within the Sri Lankan monastic
architectural process, it can be seen that the new models of monastic types known as Pabbata
Vihara, hospital monastic units, and Paficakavasa monastic units were introduced during the
said period. Some of them recognized the evolutionary process of monastic architecture
depended mostly on the socio-economic and political patronage given to the monastic
institutions. Most of them believed that with the influence of Mahayana Tantrayana
Buddhism, the Buddhist monastic architecture in Sri Lanka, changed considerably from the
sixth century onwards. It is important to state that new developments in Buddhism,
Mahayana, and Tantrayana beliefs had incorporated different cult practices, various forms of
relic worship, rituals, and ceremonial activities for salvation. These developments encouraged
new forms of architectural modals and several modifications were introduced for various
ritualistic activities in Buddhism. It is clear that these new ideological factors played a merger
role as a joint force that spread throughout the contemporary Buddhist world. However, there
are several queries, so far neglected by scholars. What are these new ideological factors, and
where these new ideological elements were absorbed into the existing framework of the
monastic plans? These are the main queries of this research. The main objective of this study,
therefore, is to examine the transitional process of the monastic plan that visibly symbolizes
the ideological developments of Buddhism, considering regional developments. Further, I
conducted a literature review on monastic plans in ancient Sri Lanka.
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Introduction

Buddhist monastic architectural traditions in Sri Lanka commenced with the establishment of
Buddhism in the third century BCE. Mahinda Thera brought to Sri Lanka not only the
Buddhist religion but also a complete Buddhist culture including the technological and
constructional methodology of Buddhist monastic architecture. Based on available monastic
archaeological remains, previous investigations have confirmed the view that the
architectural tradition distinguished special developments in the constructional plan, material,
and methods employed from the middle part of the first millennia CE. Within the Sri Lankan
monastic architectural process, it can be seen that new models of monastic types were
introduced during the period (Gunawardana, 1979: 40-47; Prematilleke, and Silva, 1968: 61;
Bandaranayake, 1974: 22; Gunawardhana, 2009: 55). Considering the well-developed
monastic models, scholars such as Roland Silva and P.L. Prematilleke were strong in their
opinion that, with the influence of Mahayana Buddhism, the Buddhist monastic architectural
tradition in Sri Lanka, changed considerably from the sixth century onwards (Prematilleke,
and Silva, 1968: 61-84). Considering Sinhalese monastic architecture, Senaka Bandaranayake
accepted the view that the Sri Lankan Buddhist monastic architectural tradition underwent
significant changes during the said period while accepting the idea that the new Buddhist
concepts resulted in changing the early forms of monastic architecture conceptually and
morphologically (Bandaranayake, 1974: 59). Further, R.A.L.H. Gunawardana, (1979: 46),
H.T. Basnayake (1985), P. Gunawardhana (2009: 55), and many others were of the clear view
that the Buddhist monastic architecture in Sri Lanka shows a comprehensive development
from the middle part of the first millennium CE. Some of them recognized that the
evolutionary process of monastic architecture depended mostly on the socio-economic and
political patronage given to the monastic institutions. However, many scholars consider that
the ideological innovations made a great impact on these special developments in Buddhist
architecture not only in Sri Lanka but also throughout the Buddhist world.

Regularly, Buddhism incorporated different kinds of beliefs, rituals, and practices in respect
of the religious needs of the community. It is important to state that new developments in
Buddhism, Mahayana, and Tantrayana beliefs had incorporated different cult practices,
various forms of relic worship, rituals, and ceremonial activities for salvation. These
developments encouraged new forms of architectural modals and several modifications were
introduced for various ritualistic activities in Buddhism. Thus, it is clear that there was a
common force that spread throughout the contemporary Buddhist world. It is generally
accepted that the new elements of Buddhism introduced by the Mahayana and Tantrayana
traditions had a greater influence on the systematic development of all the artistic creations of
Buddhism. The most important factor was Tantrism (Vajrayana and Mantrayana) and that had
a great impact on the evolution of Buddhist iconography, paintings, sculptures, and monastic
architecture as well. Therefore, it could be suggested that these new elements within the
Buddhist tradition became a powerful force that led to significant changes in monastic
architecture. However, there are several queries, so far neglected by scholars regarding these



developments. What are these new ideological factors, where these new ideological elements
were absorbed into the existing framework of the monastic plan, what effect did they have on
the monastic styles, and the architecture, and what was the nature of their regional
developments? Thus, the main objective of this research study is to examine the transitional
process of the monastic plan that visibly symbolized the ideological developments of
Buddhism in ancient Sri Lanka, considering regional developments during the latter part of
the first millennium CE. I gathered references to study the literature and a survey of monastic
plans during the said period in Sri Lanka.

Establishment of Buddhist Monasteries in Sri Lanka

Buddhist monastic architectural traditions in Sri Lanka commenced with the establishment of
Buddhism in the third century BCE (Rahula, 1966: 64; Bandaranayake, 1974: 47;
Basnayake, 1985: 25). At this point one should mention an important event mentioned in the
Sri Lankan chronicles, i.e. king Asoka sent a large number of artisans to attend the Bodhi
tree when Theri Sanghamitta, brought a branch of the Bo-tree at Bodhgaya to Sri Lanka
(Mahavamsa, XIX: 60-62; Hettiaratchi, 1984, 66-98; Siriweea, 1994: 1-18).

According to the Mdahavamsa sometime after the establishment of Buddhism on the Island,
King Devanampiyatissa offered the Mahaméghavana (Royal garden) to Thera Mahinda and
others (Mahdavamsa, XV: 107). Mahinda Thera himself sanctioned the location for the
Uposathaghara — a chapter house that is essential for Vinaya acts of the monk community.
The author of the Mahdavamsa clearly states that it was only on the completion of the chapter
house that the Buddhism can be considered as having been rutted on the Island (Mahavamsa,
XV: 181 —183).

The architectural tradition of residential monasteries for the monk community in Sri Lanka
was begun with the construction of Kalapasada (Black pasada) and several other pasadas
(Mahavamsa, XV: 204, 206). Mahavamsa pointed out that the Kalapasada was black due
to burning, and hence it was called Kalapasada. This was certainly built by using raw
materials such as mud and timber, which are easily found in the neighbourhood, confirming
Sri Lankan technology and local tradition. Thus, the main monastic establishment of the
Mahavihara at Anuradhapura became the sacred center of the Sri Lankan monk community
(Rahula, 1966: 64). At the same time, the Missakapabbata at Mihintale also became a
significant monastic establishment with a large number of rock shelters. It should be
mentioned here that the knowledge of Buddhist monastic construction known to the

members of the mission might have guided them in the early monastic constructions on the
Island.

The establishment of major objects of veneration, such as the stiipa and Bodhi tree became
part of the monastic establishments on the Island. Immediately after the mission of Thera
Mahinda, the relics of the Buddha were also brought from India and placed in the
Thuparama, the first stipa built at the Mahavihara (Ibid, XVII: 30). Then Theri
Sanghamitta, the daughter of King Asoka, brought a branch of the Bo-tree at Bodhgaya to
Sri Lanka and transplanted it at the monastic site at the Mahavihara (Mahavamsa, XIII).



From then onwards, the stiipa and Bo-tree remained major objects of veneration in the
monastic establishments all over the Island as symbols representing the Buddha. Ancient Sri
Lankan architectural remains and literary evidence show that the indigenous architectural
tradition of the Island incorporated various types of new architectural edifices after
Buddhism arrived in the third century BCE. From here onwards, it developed gradually due
to certain Buddhist ideological affinities, but it never totally transformed the system as such
in Sri Lanka.

Early Monastic Plan

The description in the Mahavamsa regarding the establishment of the first monastery — the
Mahavihara, in Sri Lanka, sheds light on the evolutionary process of the monastic setup
(Mahavamsa, XVII). As stated earlier, it begins with King Devanampiyatissa offering a royal
garden, Mahaméghavana to the Sarigha marking the limits of the land. Thera Mahinda
himself sanctioned the location for a uposathaghara - chapter house and designated various
other buildings on the site. Thus, the first building erected in the Mahavihara was the pasada
(Kalapasada) (Ibid: XVII) and next came the stiipa (Thuparama) (Ibid: XVII: 62). Then, a
sampling of the sacred Bo-tree probably a couple of years later was planted in the same
precincts (Mahavamsa, XVII, XIX).But, archaeological and literary references do not reveal
any sign of an image till about the second century CE. According to the Mahdvamsa, the
first-ever image house erected in the Mahavihara was built by king Vasabha (67-111 CE) in
the courtyard of the Bodhi tree to house four images of the Buddha (Ibid: XXXV: §9).

The important factor which we can see here is that these monastic complexes did not follow a
preconceived plan but grew gradually into self-contained monastic complexes over the years.
As Bandaranayake stated, it would not be correct to assume that Thera Mahinda was setting
out a formal plan for the Mahavihara, rather than indicating various buildings that would be
necessary for a complete monastery, perhaps suggesting suitable places (Bandaranayake,
1974: 47). These literary descriptions do not reveal any details on the criteria that they
followed to locate these buildings. It clearly says that the location of these buildings was not
controlled by a preconceived plan. So, it would not be correct to assume that the architects
were following a preconceived plan for these constructions. However, it should be
mentioned here that they were mainly considered a suitable environment for the monastery
and also other necessary facilities for the monastic life of the clergy.

In Sri Lanka, other than these structural monasteries, natural caves were also dedicated to the
monk community for residential purposes, just as in India. The cave monastery in Sri Lanka
was a natural cave, unlike the excavated rock-cut cave monasteries of India (Ibid.:46). Soon
after the introduction of Buddhism, the monks rapidly occupied the available rock shelters as
their residential units (Rahula, 1966: 33; Bandaranayake, 1974: 33; Basnayake, 1985: 25).
The archaeological remains at Mihintale, Vessagiriya, Situlpauva, and many other early cave
settlements show that they consist of two main sections: residential units and the main ritual
object of the monastery — the stlipa. The cave was either a natural or man-made cavity in the
rock face, protected by a drip-ledge and a front wall and, often, a lean-to roof. The wall
which was built over the face of the cave took the form of a facade, with doors, windows,
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pilasters, etc (Bandaranayake, 1974:33), and also in Buddhist literature, there are many
detailed instructions for the preparation and the construction of these cave-residences. These
features may highlight the practice that the architects of the rock-cut monasteries in Sri Lanka
did not follow a pre-planning mechanism.

With the establishment of the Ruvanvelis€ya and Mirisavetiya stiipas by Dutthagamanitt at
the Mahavihara monastic site in the first century BCE, the colossal size of the stiipa became
the focal and centric feature of the monastic sites all over the Island. With regards to the
Anuradhapura kingdom, the Abhayagiri and the Dhakkhinathiipa were built by Vattagamanitt
Abhaya in the same century. The other stiipa of colossal size at Jetavana was built in the
reign of Mahasen (276-303 CE).Observing these archaeological remains Senaka
Bandaranayake stated that the centric monastic tradition in Sri Lanka continued until the
fourth century CE (Ibid: 48).

It is worth noting here that the colossal size stlipa became the main ritual and centric object of
the monastery. However, it is impossible to tell if they followed a strict directional concept to
locate the other ritual and residential units. It is useful to pay attention to the general
arrangement of the buildings in Abhayagiriya, one of the main monasteries in Anuradhapura.
According to the present plan of the Abhayagiri site, it consists of a large rectangular area in
the east center which lies the colossal Abhayagiristipa, dominating the entire site
(Wickramagamage, 1989: 89).
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Fig 1 - Abhayagiri Vihra plan

The surrounding area of the stiipa is a relatively open area on the outer edge on which are
located the main buildings of the ancient monastery. To the west of the stiipa is a colossal
chapter house, or Ratnapasada. To the south of the stiipa is a large convocation hall
(Sannipatasald) or preaching hall (Dharmasala). This is square in plan and seems to have four
cardinally-oriented entrances (Ibid: 9). To the east, south, and west of the main stiipa are three
Bodhi shrines (Bodhigharas). The Central refectory hall (Bhdjanasala) of the monastery was
placed south-west of the stipa. The other important building units are the residential
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monasteries of the monastic community. These residential monasteries and monastic colleges
were placed around the central area and sometimes encroached on it (Ibid: 10). Thus, the
arrangement of the monasteries such as Mahavihara, Mirisavetiya, and Jetavana shows that
the ancient Sri Lankan architects arranged all the buildings according to a loose master plan
around the central stipa (Bandaranayake, 1974: 30-54). However, the main stiipa,
Uposathaghara, Bodhighara, tPatimaghara, ttUpasttanasala, Bhojanasala and residential units
were the main edifices of the Sri Lankan monastery. Same as the Indian monastic plan, the
main stiipa was the centric object of the Sri Lankan monastery but unlike in India, there is no
acceptable format to locate the other buildings of the monastery. However, the
archaeological remains and literary references strongly suggest that the monasteries of these
two traditions (Sri Lankan and Indian) were not laid out according to a preconceived plan till
about the middle part of the first millennium CE.

Preconceive Monastic Plan

The scholars on Sri Lankan Buddhist monastic architecture have suggested that it introduced
new models of monastic types to the Sri Lankan monastic architectural process during the
said period (Bell, 1911: 34; Prematilleke, and Silva, 1968: Bandaranayake, 1974: 22; 61;
Gunawardana, 1979: 40-47; Gunawardhana, 2009: 55). These monastic establishments are
classified as the Pabbata Vihara, the Paficayatana, the Padhanaghara, and the hospital
monasteries.

As pointed out by many scholars, the Abhayagiri monastery is the most suitable center and
provides important details on the development of Mahayana and Tantric Buddhism in Sri
Lanka. The Abhayagiri monks opened their doors to the different doctrinal traditions which
were introduced to Sri Lanka from at least the third century CE onwards (Ibid: 21-30).
Archaeological remains show that the Abhayagiri centric monastery was also enhanced by
adding to it a Pabbata Vihara, a hospital monastic unit, and Paficakavasa monastic units
between the sixth and the eighth centuries CE (Burrows, 1886: 4; Bandaranayake, 1974: 26,
99; Hettiaratchi and Kulatunge, 1993: 25). The physical remains discovered at the monastic
sites of Puliyankulama, Pankuliya, Toluvila, Vijayarama, Vessagiriya, Pachinatissapabbata
Vihara, in Anuradhapura, Kaludiya-pokuna, Sigirya, and the Dambulla rock-monastic site are
considered to have come under the Abhayagiri fraternity. The other monastic units that have
been rapidly established between the sixth and the eighth centuries CE are named
Pancakavasa monasteries. Within the Abhayagiri monastic premises, a large number of
Paficakavasa monastic units were discovered during excavations. The hospital monastic sites
at Mihintale, Maédirigiriya, Thiiparama at Anuradhapura and 1Alahanna Parivena at
Polonnaruwa also belong to the period under consideration. The monastic units which were
developed under the Abhayagiri fraternity can be categorized as follows:
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Fig. 2 — Monastic establishment and monastic community in Sri Lanka from 6™ -12
centuries CE.

Pabbata Vihara

The so-called Pabbata Vihara unit appeared within the major monasteries in Sri Lanka during
the eighth and tenth centuries CE and continued until the end of the twelfth century CE
(Prematilleke, and Silva, 1968: 61-84). This monastic plan shows a distinct discipline in
planning and layout, which signifies a clear and well-defined function within the
establishment of these monasteries (Ibid: 61-84). As early as 1891, Bell observed the
Vijayarama monastic site and identified it as a model plan in this genre of buildings (Bell,
1891: 4). In 1944, Paranavitana used the term ‘Pabbata Vihara’ (mountain monastery, rock
monastery, or Giri monastery) for this distinctive monastic model (1944-45: 22), and
subsequently Prematilleke and R Silva, (1968: 61-84) Senaka Bandaranayake (1974: 58-85),
W. Marasinghe (1996: 79-109) and all the modern archaeologists used this term. However,
they were not built on rock eminences. But the terraced nature of the plan offers a superficial
similarity to the temple — mountains of Cambodia and Java (Prematilleke and Silva, 1968:
62). Prematilleke and Silva further said that the separatist ideal incumbent upon the monks,
who resorted to a stricter discipline and lived in the quieter surroundings of the hills, may
have prompted these monasteries to be called Pabbata Viharas.

The physical remains discovered at the monastic sites of Puliyankulama, Pankuliya, Toluvila,
Vijayarama, Vessagiriya, and PacinatissapabbataVihara, in Anuradhapura, Kaludiya-pokuna,
and elsewhere, have shown that the architecture of these monastic arrangements shares
similar structural plans with minor differences (Prematilleke, and Silva, 1968: 65;
Bandaranayake, 1974: 58-85; Silva, 1995: 215- 295). It is accepted that these monasteries
were constructed with two major complexes, an inner complex and an outer complex
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(Prematilleke, and Silva, 1968: 64; Bandaranayake, 1974: 30; Marasinghe, 1996: 79-109).
The edifices used for worship and ecclesiastical acts were erected in the inner complex:
stiipa, image house, Bodhi tree, and chapter house. Scholars have shown that the locations of
sacred edifices were found to be arranged according to a set pattern (Prematilleke, and Silva,
1968: 65). In the lower complex, the cells of the monks were arranged. These cells are
connected by footpaths with the central terrace as well as with one another.The wells,
lavatories, closets, and ponds, are located within easy reach. The building arrangement shows
that it was controlled by a preconceived plan, which was not seen in the centric monastic
arrangement.

When considering this well-developed monastic model named ‘Pabbata Vihara’, in
Anuradhapura and elsewhere, Roland Silva and P.L. Prematilleka, in 1968, strongly
suggested that Mahayanist influence had an important role to play in the process of this
pre-planned mechanism (Ibid: 64-67). Further, they pointed out that most of these Viharas
were monasteries under the patronage of the Abhayagiri. H.T. Basnayake, while considering
the evolutionary process of monastic architecture, says that:

“it appears that the Mahayana influence felt during this period, ... led to a considerable
change in the religion which in turn affected the religious architecture” (Basnayake,
1986: 100).

But, until the end of the 1980s, there was nothing to suggest in either literary or inscriptional
references that the Mahayanist influence had an important role to play in the evolution of this
monastic model. The hypothesis that Mahayanist influences had an important part to play in
the formation of the Pabbata Vihara plan, which was made by P.L. Prematilleke, and Roland
Silva, was based mainly on a small number of archaeological remains associated with at least
two of the Pabbata Viharas (Prematilleke, and Silva, 1968: 61-84).
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Fig. 3 — Vijayarama Monastery
Source: Bandaranayake, 1974,
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A slab inscription referring to dharmadatu (Ayrton, 1897: 4-6) at Puliyankulama Pabbata
Vihara and the ninth-century copper plates found in the stiipa containing an invocation to
Avalokite$vara, Tara, and other Mahayanist gods and goddesses at the Vijayarama Pabbata
Vihara, suggest the Mahayanist affiliation of these monasteries. However, this particular
hypothesis remained unresolved until scholars commenced the study of the Manjusri
Vastuvidyasastra in the late 1980s. The two well-known scholars P.L. Prematilleke, and
Roland Silva 1989, had noticed, certain parallelism between the architectural remains of the
Pabbata Vihara monastery type in Sri Lanka and the contents of the ‘paficavasa’ system
together with the ‘mandala’ formation in Marnjusri Vastuvidyasastra (Manjusribasita
Vastuvidya Sastra, i1, 215-287).

Pancakavasa Parivena

The other monastic unit that was rapidly established between the sixth and the eighth
centuries CE is named Pafcakavasa parivena (Hettiaratchi and Kulatunge, 1993: 25). This is
known as Paficavasa or Paficayatana monastery too (Burrows 1886: 4; Bell, 1914: 5;
Bandaranayake, 1974: 86-89; Gunawardhana, 2009: 53). As stated by Hettiaratchi, a large
rectangular building in the middle with four other small buildings of the same type and plan
at the four corners of the compound formed apaficakavasa (five avdsa- Paicakavasa)
Generally, it consists of five units, with the main kuti or pasada, in the center and four kutis
standing some distance away from the four corners of the pasada (Bandaranayake, 1974: 94,
95). The main kuti or pasada usually faces in the general direction of the main sttipa, which
forms the focal center (of the main stiipa) of the monastic complex, while the other kutis face
inwards towards the main pasada. Both main pasada and other kuti sare strictly arranged
according to the cardinal directions. A boundary wall with gates on four sides built according
to Vinaya rules surrounded each complex (Hettiaratchi and Kulatunge, 1993: 25). Thus, it
clearly reflects a well-developed architectural plan that was influenced by the mandala
concept which has not yet been reached in the Buddhist canonical texts.

The Paficakavasa construction plan was used frequently in Hindu temple architectural
tradition. As pointed out by Stella Kramrisch Hindu architectural tradition, the Paficavasa
complex consists of five shrines with the main shrine in the center and four minor ones at
four corners (Kramrisch, 1946: 200). But these shrines were not used for residential
purposes.

Various views were expressed on the meaning and purpose of this particular orientation of
these Buddhist monastic units. The first attempt was by S.M. Burrows in 1886, suggesting
that they were religious edifices connected with the nearby stipa (Burrows, 1886: 4). This
idea is reflected in the works of S. Paranavitana too (Paranavitana, 1957: 12). But, H.C.P.
Bell has suggested that this building model as a whole was a group of residential units, and
they functioned as a sargharama (monastery) (Bell, 1894: 3). Considering these various
views, S. Bandaranayake also argued that this monastic model was a highly formalized
residential monastic system in Sri Lankan monastery architecture. He has made a clear
statement on this particular model:
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“...there is no reason to reject the possibility of its having served as the residence of
the chief monk or abbot of the parivena; at the same time, it may well have
incorporated certain ritual and ecclesiastical elements, a process not incompatible
with a highly formalized monastery system and in fact, not without parallel in the
Indian sarigharama and the monumental Singhalese wuposathaghara ”?
(Bandaranayake, 1974: 94).

Here, it is worth notingthat the main kufi served as the residence of the chief monk, and other
kutis were arranged for the students of the monastery. The middle one also consists of
Buddha Image. Thus, it is more reasonable to accept this particular monastic form itself as
residential units which were organized according to the methodical plan maybe with new
ideological affiliation.
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Fig. 5 — Types of Paficakavasa Parivena
Source: Bandaranayake,1974.
‘Arogyasala’

‘Arogyasala’ or the hospital unit is another important innovation of the Buddhist monastic
architecture of the period. Though this has been an isolated element of the Indian Buddhist
monastic layout, in Sri Lanka, special attention has been given to it during the period under
consideration. Before describing the structural features and layout of the hospital monastic
units, attention should be paid to the question of why the Sri Lankan architects paid special
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attention to monastic hospital units. Literary sources indicate that the Sri Lankan rulers
attempted to establish medical institutions from the beginning of the urban civilization of
Anuradhapura in the fourth century BCE (Mahavamsa, x: 192). In the second century BCE,
king Duttagamini established eighteen institutions for medical treatment (Mahdavamsa,
XXXIII: 37-38). From the fourth century CE onwards many references show that great
attention was paid to this phenomenon. King Buddadasa (337-357 CE) is said to have
established several village hospitals (Mahavamsa, XXXVII: 146). Sri Lankan rulers such as
Dhatusena (460-478 CE), Upatissa II (522-524 CE), Udaya I (792-797), Kassapa IV
(898-914 CE), Kassapa V (914-923 CE), and Mahinda IV (959-972 CE) also gave their
support to the establishment of the medical centers in ancient Sri Lanka during the
Anuradapura period. Parakramabahu I (1153 — 1186 CE) also played a major role in the
sphere of health services during the Polonnaruva period (Mahavamsa, LXXIII: 42 — 48.)
onwards.

But it is interesting to note that all the archacological remains of ancient hospitals, as well as
inscriptional details so far discovered in Sri Lanka, belong to the period starting from the
sixth century CE. It is noteworthy that all of these hospital remains are associated with the
Buddhist monastic centers of the period. For example ,Mihintale, (Bell, 1910-1911;
Bandaranayake, 1974: 43, 250; Gunawardana, 1979: 35-49), Méadirigiriya, (Wickremasinghe,
1912: 25-33; Archaeological Survey of Ceylon Annual Report, Bell, 1897: 7; Longhurst
1940/1945: 32; Wickremasinghe, 1912: 25-33; Paranvitana, 1973. Pt. 1) the Thiparama at
Anuradhapura (Wickremasinghe, 1912:153-161; Gunawardana, 1979: 35-49) and the
Alahana Parivena at Polonnaruva (Prematilleke, 1982: 25, 26) belong to the said period.

Among the hospital sites which have so far been identified, the hospital monastic unit at
Mihintale in Anuradhapura is dated to the ninth century CE. It provides us with a great deal
of evidence on the architectural characteristics of a proper hospital monastic unit. The
identity of the hospital site at Mihintale is established by an inscription and several other
archaeological findings, such as a medical bath, which is a stone block hollowed out in the
shape of the human body (Bell, 1910-11: 20; Gunawardana, 1979: 35-49). This type of
evidence is common to the hospital site at Alahana Parivena too. The general plan of these
two hospital units is similar, containing an inner court and an outer court of the same order.
Except for a few minor differences in the plan, the hospital site at Alahana Parivena is
similar to that of Mihintale. The inner court of the hospital plan of Mihintale is rectangular
and constitutes an open center court surrounded by a series of cells opening onto the court.
These cells served as residential rooms for the patients. At the north-eastern corner of the
inner court there is an important cell with an exit to the exterior, probably for the use of the
chief monk of the monastery or the chief medical instructor.

The inner court of the hospital at Alahana Parivena is surrounded by cells of uneven
dimensions looking like long dormitories. In both hospitals, there are open courts at the
center which were used for the religious needs of the sick inmates. At the Mihintale hospital
site, there is a brick-built image house directly facing the main entrance on the south side of
the building. The main entrance with the lodge, refectory, hot water bath, and the rooms
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used for the preparation and storage of medicines were in the outer court of the Mihintale
hospital (Silva, 1974). The plan of the outer court of the Polonnauruva hospital seems to
differ from the one at Mihintale in that the central area is set apart for dispensing medical
treatment. This is suggested by the positioning of the medicine trough in a corner cell of the
court, while the other cells are longer rooms. They could have accommodated sick monks.
Toilets and baths are attached to the living quarters (Prematilleke and Aluvihare, 1995:
773).Thus, these archaeological remains give you an idea of a well-developed plan to serve
the medical needs of the patient inmates.

= o

Fig. 7 — Ancient Hospital plan at Mihintale.
Source: Prematilleke and Aluvihare, 1995.
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An important question that should be raised here is how these archaeological monuments
symbolize Mahayana Buddhist ideas or what evidence exists to prove that Mahayana
influence may have played some part in the evolution of the hospital monastic units.
Another important question is were the monks of these monasteries familiar with Mahayana
Buddhist ideals?

It is worth noting that the image shrine was considered the main cultic symbol of these
hospital units. These hospital layouts consist of an image house directly facing the main
entrance on the south side of the building. Though there is not enough evidence to say that
the image house contained the image of the Buddha or a Bodhisattva, it shows that the
residential monks of the monastery were image worshipers. Interestingly, however, there are
some references that suggest that these hospital shrines were dedicated to Avalokite$vara, the
Lord of Healing of the Mahayana tradition.This Bodhisattva was added to the hospital
monastery complex during the ninth and tenth centuries, during which Mahayana Buddhism
attained its highest popularity on the Island (Chuttiwongs, 1996: 137). At the hospital
monastic site at Dambégoda, the Avalokitesvara image was worshipped chiefly by the sick as
the symbol of compassion at the attached hospital (Silva, Wijesuriya, Wyse, 1965: 18 — 25;
Wysse,1990: 81 — 92; Mori, 1997: 466 — 481). The popularity of Avalokite$vara in Sri Lanka
in his capacity as a healer of disease is evident in several archaeological and literary sources
in Sri Lanka and elsewhere (Dharmarathma, 2019: 158-171). In the Manjusri
Vastuvidyasastra the rogalaya (hospital) is often assigned to the Mukkyakostha. 1t is a
combined living unit for the aged and the infirm (Manjusri Vastuvidyasastra, 47, 53, 55, 61,
67, and 71). So, all these references prove that the Mahayana doctrinal developments were
closely linked to the establishment of separate units for medical purposes in Sri Lankan
Buddhist monastery layouts.

The above discussion shows that in Sri Lanka the centric monastic structural tradition
changed by the middle of the first millennium CE, introducing preconceived plans under the
influence of ideological changes in Buddhism. It has also been changed by introducing new
models of monastic structures showing a distinct discipline in planning and layout. At this
juncture, attention should be paid to the question of how far these highly systematized
arrangements in Sri Lanka were attributed to the special influences of developed Buddhist
traditions such as Mahayanism and Tantrism.

Ideological Developments and Their Influence on Monastic Constructions

As broadly discussed by many scholars, during the period starting from the middle part of the
first millennium CE new Buddhist concepts were evolving, as traditional Mahayana worship
was transformed into these beliefs, rituals, and images characteristic of Tantric Buddhism.
The Tantric texts such as Marijusrimiilakalpa, Mahavairocanasiitra, Sarvatathdagatattvasa ri
graha, and Guhyasamajatantra describe the doctrines of Tantric Buddhism, (Wayman, 1980:
359- 363) including the esoteric and functional details of the religious practices (Joshi, 2002:
236). The new tradition expounded in the Tantras is a peculiar mixture of mystic syllables
(mantras), magical diagrams (yantras), ritualistic circles (mandalas), physical gestures
(mudras), sex play (maitiina), psycho-physical discipline (yoga), a fearful pantheon, elaborate
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worship and ritualism, magical sorcery, necromancy, symbolism, astrology, alchemy,
co-efficiency of the female element and a monastic philosophy (Ibid:236). The new Buddhist
pantheon of Gods and Goddesses crystallizes for the first time in Guhyasamaja which figures
five Dhyani-Buddhas, their mantras, their mandalas, and their saktis (Bhattacharyya, 1932:
121-134). The emanations or offspring of these Dhyani-Buddhas built a well-classified
pantheon with its multiplicity of gods and goddesses (Ibid: 130). However, intended to guide
the preparation for ritual practices, the Tantric texts describing mandalas also provide
iconographic and architectural elements showing where they were to be located in a sacred
enclosure. So, the concept of mandala is the most important spiritual concept behind the
development of monastic architecture (Wayman, 1973; Malandra, 1993: 18) both in Buddhist
and Hindu religious cultures. The basic form of most Hindu and Buddhist mandalas is a
square with four gates containing a circle with a center point. In various spiritual traditions,
mandalas may be employed for focusing the attention of aspirants and adepts, as a spiritual
teaching tool, for establishing a sacred space, and as an aid to meditation (Fontana, 2005: 25).
More specifically, a Buddhist mandala is envisaged as a “sacred space” and also as an abode
of fully enlightened beings or deities. While on the one hand, the mandala is regarded as a
place separated and protected from the ever-changing and impure outer world of sansara and
is thus seen as a place of Nirvana and peace, the view of Vajrayana Buddhism sees the
greatest protection from sansara being the power to see sansaric confusion (Ibid.). Tantric
Buddhist texts such as Marjusrimiilakalpa, Sdadhanamald, Nispannayogavali, and
Kriya-samgraha describe thirty-seven different mandalas including mahamandalas that
incorporate smaller mandalas (Ibid.). A vast amount of research studies have demonstrated
that the arrangement of the mandala is reflected in monastic architecture, their interior
arrangement, sculptures, and paintings which have cosmological power.

It is worth noting that there are some Silpasastra texts which provide valuable details of
monastic architecture, showing the new elements of Buddhism. Unfortunately, most of the
Silpa texts of Indian origin such as Mayamata, Manasara, and Kasyapasilpa deal with Hindu
architecture and iconic traditions (Marasinghe, 1996: 81). But The Silpasastra text found in
Sri Lanka known as Marijussri Vastuvidydsastra provides invaluable details of architecture,
showing how the structural plan of the monastery appeared and where they were to be located
in a sacred enclosure (Manjusri-vastuvidyasastra, 1995: 10). Marijusri Vastuvidyasastra is
the only text which makes the Buddha the revealer of such knowledge. The second part of the
text designated Citrakarmasastra set out the whole process of image crafting both Buddha
and Bodhisattva images from the construction of the wooden image core until the painting of
the eyes (Marasinghe, 1996: 87). But, here, attention will be paid to the first part of the text
which deals with monastic architecture known as Marijusri Vastuvidyasastra. It consists of
descriptions of the layouts of 24 types of Buddhist monasteries and the architectural details of
the five major edifices (Ibid: 98).

The Mandala describes in detail the planning and construction, orientation, and layout of
buildings and sites according to the popular practices and principles among the Buddhists
(Marasinghe, 1996: 79-109; Vastvidyausastra ascribed;, Manjusrivastuvidyasastra). 1
Generally planning and layout of the building site prescribes the candita plan with 64 squares



22

(Kostha), and each Kostha is dedicated to a particular deity (Vastudévata). The deities of the
mandala are determined as follows: (Ibid: 5-6)

bk uom
NAGA ADM
YAKSMA ISANA
MUKHYA | BHALLATA | SOMA MRGA
RUDRA APAVATSA,
JAYA
808A
RUDRA APAVATSA

ASURA PRTHIVIDHARA JAYANTA

VARUNA MITRA
MARUTA

W BRAHMA E
MAHENDRA
PUSHPADANTHA ARYYAKA
SUGRIVA VIVASVANT SATYAKA
YAMA | GRHAKSTA | VITATHA

Fig. 69— Candita site plan consisting of 64 plots
Source: MarnijusriVastuvidyasastra

The 32 peripheral gods and 13 inner gods are assigned plots as follows (/bid: 7)

No. of Plots
1 Brahma, in the center 04
i1 On the four sides of him, from the east, pradaksind-wise, 12
Aryyaka, Vivasvat, Mitra and prthividhara, each occupying
three plots
iii  In the four corners, the north—east, southeast, southwest and 04
northwest, Apavatsa and Apavatsa, Savitr and Savitra, Indra
and Indrajaya and Rudra and Rudrajaya, each occupying a half
plot
iv  In the east are I$ana, occupying half a plot, Vata-Parjanya 11
occupying one plot, Jayanta, Maruta, Mahendra, and Satyaka
occupying two plots each, Bhr$a occupying one plot and
Antratksa half plot
v In the south, Agni occupies a half plot, Piisa one, Vitatha, 11

Grhaksata, Yama and Gandharva each occupying two plots,
Bhrngaraja one and Mrsa a half plot
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vi In the west, Nirrta occupies a half plot, Dauvarika one, Sugriva, 11
Puspadanta, Varuna and Asura each occupying two plots, Sosa
one and Yaksma a half plot

vii  In the north, Vayu occupies a half plot, Naga one, Mukhya, 11
Bhallata, Soma and Mrga each occupying two plots, Aditi one
and Uditi a half plot Total
Total 64

The other significance of the text is the evidence that it provides regarding the placement of
the figures of the five Dhayani-Buddhas of Tantric Buddhism. Aksobya (east), Vairocana
(north), Ratnasambhava (west), Amitabha (south), and Amoghasiddhi (center) (Ibid.:58-60).
The first top bricks are laid accordingly for the five Buddhas and the vastu-devatas (Ibid:
62-66). The Saktis of the Bodhisatavas, Tara, Locana, Prajna, and Mamukh too are reckoned
within the ritual (Ibid.: 67-68). Over the brick, layers are deposited with the nine-fold gems
(pearl, diamond, sapphire, ruby, lapis-lazuli, coral, emerald, cat’s eye, and topaz) in
association with the vastudevatas (Ibid.: 75-79).

Some of the other literary references also reveal the popularity of these details among the
planners of Buddhist monasteries in the ninth-century Buddhist society in Sri Lanka. The
Mahabodhivamsa, a Pali work written in Sri Lanka in the ninth-century, records that King
Devanampiyatissa instructed his artisans to construct the Mahavihara by the layout known as
Simhavikranta or the twenty—four types of layout described in the Vastuvidydasastra
(Mahabodhivamsa, 137). The artisans followed that plan, locating each edifice on a spot that
comes into contact with the limbs of the lion standing in the Simhavikranta position. The
same account is given in the other two Sinhalese works known as Saddharmalankara
(Saddharmalankara, 1948: 409) and Saddharmaratnikara (Saddharmaratnakara, 358) too.
As stated above, archaeological and literary references clearly show that the Mahavihara was
not laid out according to a preconceived plan. But as stated by E.W. Marasinghe:

... therefore led to believe that the story of the Mahavihara being laid out after the
Simhavikranta pattern is an invention of the author of the Mahabodhivamsa who after
observing the similarities between the two layouts, was eager to give the irregular
layout of the Mahavihara an established architectural plan hallowed by tradition.
Nevertheless, these references speak for the popularity that the Simhavikranta layout
enjoyed among the planners of Buddhist monasteries in the ninth century Sri Lanka
(1996: 93, 94).

However, it is worthy of noting that such literary evidence would indicate that Buddhist
architecture had reached a well-developed stage during the latter half of the first millennium
CE, and it also reveals that these developments occurred as a result of the powerful influence
made by Tantric Buddhist ideals, that popular the contemporary Buddhist world. Thus,
attention would be paid to identifying where these new elements were absorbed into the
existing framework of the monastic plan and what effect they had on the monastic
architectural characteristics of the monastery based on the available physical remains.
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The other important factor is that these new developments in Buddhism resulted in the
growth of esoteric groups of monks, which strengthened the development of new
architectural models in the monastic establishment of the period. One year after the Buddha’s
mahadparinibbhana the monk community separated into different nikayas such as Mahasan
ghikas, Sthaviravadins, Sarvastivadins, and Samyukthikas. Subsequently, various groups
(Gunawardana, 1979: 40-47) or sects grew up based on various theoretical or ideological
factors which arose from time to time. These developments impacted Sri Lankan monastic
organizational structures, demonstrating the close cultural interaction between India and Sri
Lanka. There is a vast amount of literary and inscriptional evidence regarding the transitional
process of the sa righa organization (Ibid.) resulting in the growth of various sects and ascetic
groups other than the three main sects named Mahavihara, Abhaygiriya, and Jetavana in Sri
Lanka (Gunawardana, 1976: 55-66; Gunawardana, 1979: 40-47).

Though early Buddhism speaks of its aversion to extreme forms of asceticism, eight types of
ascetic practices, variously called dhutariga, vatta, and yoga were known to early Buddhist
texts such as the Mahaniddésa (Dheerananda, 2005: 116). But, in Sri Lankan Pali texts,
written in the fifth century CE such as Vimuttimagga and Visuddhimagga, the list of these
acetic groups is extended up to thirteen: (Vimuttimagga, 16-25; Visuddhimagga, 56),
Pamsukiilikariga, Tevicarikariga, Pindapatikariga, Sapadanavarikariga, Ekasanikariga,
Patthapindikariga, Calupacchabhaktikariga, Araniinikariga, Rukkhamiilika riga,
Arabahakasikariga, Senananikariga, and Nesapagghikariga. Among these sects two of
them: Pamsukiilikariga and Arafinikaiga were the most popular in Sri Lanka (Gunawardana
1979: 40-47). However, it can be suggested that these ascetic groups of monks and different
sects of monks occupied the independent residential units of the monasteries, either cave or
structural, according to the needs of their monastic life, incorporating various ascetic
practices (Ibid: 40-47).

Thus, it can be suggested that the new developments of Buddhism made a great impact by
introducing new architectural models in the monastic establishment of the period. The pores
made by the doctrinal and ideological development of Buddhism contributed as an important
factor in changing the layout of these monastic units in many ways.

Conclusion

As mentioned above, in the early phase of Buddhist monastic architecture, the
monastery plan is dominated by a central ritual structure, usually a stiipa of colossal
proportions, the other apsidal temple, and the residential units being placed around it in a
square or circular arrangement. But, later on, while preserving their early dominant symbolic
character, the monastic complex was systematically organized. Thus, the concept of mandala
has been extended into a visualization of concrete architectural space by the architecture of
these monasteries significantly. These architectural changes portend a new form of Buddhist
beliefs known as Mahayana and Tantrayana, that spread throughout the Indian sub-continent
and beyond during the period under review. By contrast, it is worthy of note that these
architectural developments in India and Sri Lanka were not shared by the single teaching of
Mahayana or Tantrayana. The similarities between these two traditions suggest that both
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share some similar features while differences make it clear that both regions did not share all
the details of single teaching. Further, it should be mentioned here that the correspondences
or parallels that exist between these two traditions were not the results of any conscious
borrowings rather than the influence of common concepts such as mandala. However,
ultimately it can be clearly said that the various modifications and changes to the structure of
the monastic plans occurred as a result of the new doctrinal and ritualistic developments of
the religious traditions and they are shared throughout the Buddhist world. These changes
will be discussed further, considering each edifice both a ritualistic and residential center.
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Abstract

The global COVID-19 epidemic had an impact on every social, political, economic, and
cultural area. It wasn't only a healthcare catastrophe; its ramifications were multifaceted. In
Sri Lanka, urban watta (slum) inhabitants were also included. The COVID-19 pandemic has
had a significant impact. They are a marginalized community. When it came to following
new healthcare procedures, there were a few issues. The selected research problem was "how
urban slum/watta people were marginalized while crystallizing their social exclusion during
the COVID-19 pandemic in Sri Lanka" this research. The major goal of this study was to
determine the elements that contributed to urban watta dwellers' social marginalization and
isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic in Sri Lanka. This study used a Case Study
research design and was conducted as qualitative research. The research region was
Matiwatta Slum in Angulana South Grama Niladhari Division, and data was obtained using
the snowball sampling method and Purposive sampling method. For the primary data
collection, twenty respondents were recruited, and in-depth interviews were done. The
thematic analysis method was used to analyze the data. Even before the COVID-19 lockdown
phase, urban watta inhabitants were a marginalized community, according to the research
findings. New lockdown experiences, encountered social, economic, and cultural issues, the
role of non-slum dwellers and political agencies, issues of adhering to new healthcare
practices, and reshaping social identity were some of the identified influential factors that
determined the social exclusion and marginalization of urban watta dwellers during the
lockdown period. In conclusion, these causes contributed to the worsening of social exclusion
and marginalization, and as a result, watta residents' marginalization and social exclusion
crystallized during the COVID-19 period, as a marginalized community.
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Introduction

The COVID-19 pandemic influenced the transformation of all social-economic, political, and
particularly healthcare aspects to a higher level. It was capable enough to change the human
lifestyle, daily routing, and social behaviour. According to the pandemic situation, the 1
global urban population was highly victimised by this disease since its close proximity to
affected people increased the possibility of spreading the virus within the community. On the
other hand, the referred literary facts revealed that urban slum populations were considered
socially excluded and marginalised communities. Since urban slum dwellers were highly
victimised during the COVID-19 pandemic situation, it was expected to study the social
exclusion and marginalisation of urban watta (slum) dwellers during the pending status. In
the Sri Lankan context, urban Watta dwellers were reported as having the highest number of
patients in the urban sector. In addition, the identified facts from the literature review led
this study to explore how urban slum/watta dwellers are marginalised while crystallising the
social exclusion during the COVID-19pandemic in Sri Lanka as the problem of this research.
The primary objective of this research is to identify slum/watta dwellers' re-marginalisation
and crystallising their social exclusion during the COVID-19 pandemic situation.

Literature Review

The literature review was conducted by reviewing theories, concepts, and previous studies
related to this study. Social exclusion theory was used as the theoretical framework of this
research to explore the identified research problem. In addition, concepts such as slums,
marginalisation, urbanisation, pandemic, disaster, social distancing, stigmatisation, labelling,
and vulnerability were used in the literature review. The previous studies, theories, and
concepts were contributed to determine the research gap and provide the literary background
for this research.

UN HABITAT (2003) explained that slum areas have high concentrations of poverty and
social and economic deprivation, including broken families, unemployment, financial,
physical, and social exclusion. In addition, slums develop because of a combination of
factors, including rapid rural to urban migration, increasing urban poverty and inequality,
marginalisation of poor neighbourhoods, the inability of the urban poor to access affordable
land for housing, insufficient investment in new low-income housing, and poor maintenance
of the existing housing stock.

Subasinghe (2015) explained that urban slum dwellers in Sri Lanka were recognised as a
marginalised and socially excluded community and a specific subcultural group. Poverty,
suicide, prostitution, alcoholism, malnutrition, child deviancy, and child abuse were the most
prevalent social problems which were identified within the slums in Sri Lanka. This research
explained that urban slum dwellers were practising specific cultural norms and values.
Besides, the researcher explored the well-known fact that poverty was the prime
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characteristic of the slum. The poor, including slum dwellers, had always been forced to live
in the city's worst housing.

Adhikari et al. (2020) explain that urban areas are highly affected by the
COVID-19pandemic. Specifically, there is growing evidence of disparities by race or
ethnicity across neighbourhoods;furthermore, neighbourhood poverty causes vulnerability
during COVID19.

Corburn et al. (2020) describe, "The informal settlements of the Global South are the least
prepared for the pandemic of COVID-19 since basic needs such as water, toilets, sewers,
drainage, waste collection, and secure and adequate housing are already in short supply or
non-existent. Further, space constraints, violence, and overcrowding in slums make physical
distancing and self-quarantine impractical, and the rapid spread of an infection highly likely."

Chen and Chen (2020) explain that rural residents were less likely to perform preventive
behaviours and were more likely to have a negative attitude toward preventive behaviours
than urban residents.

Pineda and Corbun (2020) identify that disabled people who live in urban areas are more
vulnerable during the COVID-19 pandemic situation. They are four times more likely to be
injured or die than non —disabled people. Urban health policy, planning, and practice have not
considered their needs, and therefore, these people become more vulnerable than their
disabilities. Furthermore, they are subjected to discrimination and stigma as well. Policy
implications such as social isolation, locking down areas, physical barriers on the streets, and
transportation make it extremely difficult for disabled people to survive in urban areas during
the COVID-19 pandemic situation.

According to Tampe (2020), urban slum dwellers are the most affected community during the
COVID-19 pandemic compared to other urban residents. Especially the low and
middle-income countries faced this challenge. Tampe describes that prevention efforts such
as hand washing, self-isolation, and physical distancing are not feasible due to physical,
structural and social aspects of slum environments. The proximity of housing within slums,
many family members occupying small spaces, and shared restrooms among several
households highly caused outbreaks in such communities.

Kaushal and Mahajan (2021) explained that as the world largest slum, the Dharavi slum in
Mumbai, India severely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. On 29th July 2020, around
120,000 total cases were reported in Mumbai. They explained that as COVID-19 infection is
highly susceptible to densely populated areas such as slums and informal settlements in cities,
the situation becomes worse when these slums emerged as hotspots of Coronavirus. However,
they explained that implementing the 4Ts model (Tracing, Tracking, Testing and treating
proactive patients) reduces COVID-19 cases and suggests this model as a practical policy
implementation for governmental policymaker’s private agencies.

Silva (2020) explained that social media highly impacted social stigma, prejudice, and
labelling during the COVID-19 pandemic situation. As a result, the disadvantaged
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communities such as religious and ethnic minorities, poor urban communities were severely
vulnerable during the pandemic situation. Furthermore, he emphasised the importance of
ensuring the rights, dignity and needs of affected people.

Sevelius et al. (2020) described that marginalised communities were highly likely to be
marginalised during the COVID-19 pandemic. Those marginalised communities were
excluded from mainstream social, economic, educational and cultural spheres. Due to the
influence of the COVID-19 pandemic, there can be seen a continuity of this marginalisation,
and therefore, the marginalised communities in the pre-COVID-19 period were highly likely
to be marginalised in the COVID-19 situation as well

Materials and Methods

This research is qualitative. Subjectivism was the epistemological background of the research
and interpretivism was used as the theoretical perspective in research methodology. This
research was conducted by the single Holistic case study Research Design. Matiwatta slum in
Angulana South Grama Niladhari Division (547A) which was selected as the geographic area
of this research. This research was conducted by the purposive sampling method to determine
the critical informant of this research. The snowball sampling method was used to find out
the other respondents of this research. Besides, 20 respondents were selected for the data
collection. In-depth interviews were used for the primary data collection, and secondary data
was also used for this research as well. The thematic analysis method was used as the data
analysis method. It provided the necessary facilities to analyse the collected data—in-depth
interviews data analysed by thematic analysis method. Therefore, research findings were
described under the thematic analysis method, and the themes were selected according to
Brann and Clarke (2006), 1. They were familiarised with the data, 2. They were generating
initial codes, 3 and searching for themes, 4. Revealing potential teams and 5. Defining and
naming themes. Furthermore, this research identified eight significant themes using Brann
and Clarke's thematic analysis model. 1. Experiences of Watta dwellers marginalisation in Pre
Covid-19 Era, 2. COVID-19 experiences of urban watta dwellers, 3.Socioeconomic and
Cultural Issues Encountered by Urban Watta Dwellers, 4. Urban Watta dwellers' Reflections
on discrimination during lockdown period, 5.Role of non-slum dwellers during COVID-19
pandemic, 6. Role of political leaders during the COVID-19 situation, 7. Adhering to new
Healthcare practices and 8. Re-shaping Social Identity was the central theme of this research.

Results and Discussion

The collected data were analysed by the thematic analysis method. Therefore, several specific
themes related to crystallising marginalisation and social exclusion of urban watta dwellers
during the covid-19 period. 1. Experiences of Watta dwellers marginalisation in Pre Covid-19
Era, 2. COVID-19 experiences of urban watta dwellers, 3.Socioeconomic and Cultural Issues
Encountered by Urban Watta Dwellers, 4. Urban Watta dwellers' Reflections on
discrimination during lockdown period, 5.Role of non-slum dwellers during COVID-19
pandemic, 6. Role of political leaders during the COVID-19 situation, 7. Adhering new
Healthcare practices and 8. Re-shaping Social Identity was the central theme of this research.
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Under the theme, “Experiences of Watta dwellers marginalisation in Pre Covid-19 Era,”
identified four sub-themes: seeking jobs, dealing with non-slum dwellers, dealing with
politicians, and exclusion within the educational institutions. These themes explained how
urban watta dwellers were marginalised even before the COVID-19 pandemic period.
Furthermore, the theme "COVID-19 experiences of urban watta dwellers" is described under
sub-themes such as experiences of staying at home, experiences within the peer slum
community, experiences with non-slum dwellers, experiences within the religious community
and experiences with the mass media.

According to collected data, urban watta dwellers were excluded and marginalised even
before the impact of covid-19. This community was discriminated against, marginalized, and
excluded when seeking jobs and dealing with non-slum dwellers and politicians before the
COVID-19 pandemic.Watta dwellers faced several social, economic, and cultural issues and
these issues also emphasised social exclusion and marginalisation. This research explains the
reflections of urban watta dwellers regarding social exclusion and marginalisation, non-slum
dwellers' roles, and the role of political agencies in excluding this community. It describes
that adhering to new health care practices was also an ideal situation for social exclusion.
Finally, it states that this community had to divert their social identity, which affected social
exclusion.

Experiences of Watta Dwellers Marginalisation in Pre Covid-19 Era

UN HABITAT (2003) explained that slum areas have high concentrations of poverty and
social and economic deprivation, including broken families, unemployment, and financial,
physical, and social exclusion. In addition, slums develop due to rural-to-urban migration,
increasing urban poverty and inequality, marginalisation of poor neighbourhoods, the
inability of the urban poor to access affordable land for housing, insufficient investment in
new low-income housing, and inadequate housing maintenance of the existing housing stock.
Similarly, the watta dwellers in the Angulana area experienced marginalisation in several
cases even before the COVID-19 pandemic period. They described that they felt like a
disadvantaged community when they encountered several incidents in their lifetime, such as
seeking jobs, dealing with political leaders within the educational sector, and dealing with
non-slum dwellers. Such kinds of adventures can be explained as follows.

Seeking Jobs

The respondents of this research described that they felt that they were discriminated against
when seeking jobs and facing interviews. In some cases, according to their narration, it was
identified that they also had some prejudices and stereotypes when they sought occupations.
The following response depicted this scenario, vice versa.

“We should know our limits. There are jobs that we could do and couldn't. Now we
have some jobs. It is perfect that now we have these jobs we can do ourselves
according to our education. I learned only up to grade three. So we can do only jobs
like housemaids, cleaning services. But my daughter already passed GCE Advance
Levels, but she still couldn't find a suitable job. Finally, she had to work in a garment
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factory with her classmates who only completed GCE Ordinary Levels. However,
though we have sound qualifications, they do not give proper jobs for people like us
who live in huts/ slums."

(Respondent 11 45 Years Married Housemaid In-depth Interviews)

On the other hand, the non-slum dwellers perceived that the watta dwellers ascribed the
blue-collar (daily paid jobs) they were currently engaged in and perceived that watta dwellers
do not deserve white-collar jobs already involved.

"The fact is Son, the people who live in slums don't have a good education. So they
don't know how to behave in society. So how we can allow them to come to our social
level. But, on the other hand, it is fair that all the people are doing those kinds of
small income jobs, otherwise, there will not be anyone to pluck coconuts, repair
something or clean our houses anymore."

(Respondent 18 55 Years  Married  Government Executive Olfficer In-Depth
Interviews)

According to above mentioned two above statements, it was identified that urban watta
dwellers had internal reflections that they do not deserve white-collar jobs due to their lack of
education level. Still, they knew that their children should not deserve parents' occupations if
they have proper qualifications for so-called "better jobs". Meanwhile, the non-slum dwellers
believed that the watta dwellers should not deserve careers that were considered "better jobs".
They also had a prejudice that all the watta dwellers have a lack of education minimum
qualifications. Therefore, they ascribed to do blue-collar jobs only.

Moreover, slum-dwellers have limited access to credit and traditional job markets due to
stigmatisation, discrimination and geographic isolation (UN HABITAT, 2003). Therefore, it
was identified that urban watta dwellers already adopted to discrimination and were excluded
by their inner thoughts and ideologies. On the other hand, non-slum dwellers excluded them
as a marginalised community who should deserve a lack of opportunities.

Dealing with Non Slum Dwellers

The watta dwellers perceived that they were highly likely to be labelled among the non-slum
dwellers. They explained that non-slum dwellers used slang to address them.

Once a respondent stated that,

"We know that people are talking about us by different names. Even though
people do not tell our faces, people call us as watta people,Mudukku
people, Mudukkukarayo, koreawe minissu ( 'Slum people, shanties' people,
Korean people). Normally when a woman is too talkative and has bad words,

rn

people call her "talking like a Mudukku woman'.

(Respondent 10 45 Years Married Housewife In depth Interviews)
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According to those kinds of statements, urban watta dwellers in Angulana internalised the
fact that they were already recognised as a specific, different, and labelled community within
society compared with the recognition received by non-slum dwellers. This is another
situation faced by urban watta dwellers being socially excluded and marginalised before
COVID-19.

Dealing with Politicians

Watta dwellers had the ideology that they were highly discriminated against by political
leaders in that area. They described themselves as puppets during the election. politicians
only help the people who supported their campaigns in the elections, but sometimes they do
not get any assistance after the elections. They believed that politicians only used them
during elections. Furthermore, they explained that they felt neglected and discriminated
against as a community, and that politicians only wanted them in times of need. These kinds
of explanations also illustrated that the urban slum dwellers were treated as a marginalised
community. For example, once the respondent described that,

“All the politicians remember us only in election times. They know that without our
support, they cannot do campaigns. We also support them whole hearted with the
thought of “they will support us someday”. But after the election most of the
politicians don 't remember us. Most of the times politicians support back to people
who did campaigns for them. Sometimes it doesn t happen even. When some people
go to meet politicians on ‘Public Day’, politicians don 't even like when we come to
meet them in their offices. Although they need us during election days, after the
election they ignored them as a penny.”

(Respondent 09 51 Years Married Labourer In depth Interviews)

Subasinghe (2015), explained that urban slum dwellers and politicians in Sri Lanka have a
close relationship, and they have close personal relationships as well. Visiting the funerals,
weddings, parties, and other community events are frequent occurrences. However, the urban
slum dwellers highly expect that politicians should interfere in their personal matters since
they help them with elections, campaigns, etc. This kind of situation was exemplified by
urban watta dwellers in the above-mentioned statement. . However, this study identified that
urban watta dwellers perceived that they were subjected to discrimination by politicians, even
though they helped them wholeheartedly during elections. This was another illustration
which showed that urban watta dwellers are highly likely to be discriminated against,
marginalized, and socially excluded by the role of politicians.

Exclusion within the Educational Institutions

Most of the dwellers in this slum go to the same government school, and the respondents
explained that they do not face many problems within the school because all the children go
to one school. However, respondents explained that 90% of the students finish their school
life after the ordinary level exam. It’s a very rare situation when a student goes to advanced
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level classes. The respondents said that the school teachers do not pay much attention to the
students since they already know that students will end their school life after grade 11.

“The children of these slums go school up to G.C.E Ordinary Level. Afterwards
most of them leave school for work. Few of them are doing the Advance Level.
Even the teachers don't care about the students. The few school teachers, stay for

’

one or two years. After that they make transfers and leave.’
(Respondent 08 30 Years Married Housewife In depth Interviews)

In addition, respondents said that their children are highly likely to be discriminated within
the private tuition classes. Most tutors do not like to give individual classes, and even within
group or mass classes, students are neglected and they receive less attention as well. Once a
student explained

“I don't like to go to tuition classes. When we go tuition classes, the teachers think
that we are coming classes to loitering and we spoil other students. Sometimes they
don't check our homework. They scold us and humiliate us in front of other

1

students remembering tuition fees. So I don t like to go to tuition classes.’
(Respondent 07 15 Years Student In depth Interviews)

Subasinghe (2015), explained that Sri Lanka has a free education system and free primary,
secondary, and tertiary education is a huge opportunity for disadvantaged communities such
as urban slum dwellers. Due to this free education system it cannot be identified any social
exclusion in terms of having education equally. However, this study identified that even
though slum dwellers received free education, it was not equal anymore. The
abovementioned two reflective examples of urban watta dwellers implied that the
government school teachers are also excluding the children in watta areas, and even within
the private tuition classes these children tend to be discriminated against. Therefore, it can be
seen that this community is highly likely to be discriminated against not only in governmental
education institutes but also in private education institutes as well. This was another depiction
that pictured the social exclusion and marginalization encountered by urban watta dwellers
before the COVID-19 period.

According to these examples, it can be identified that urban slum dwellers are highly likely to
be discriminated against on several occasions, such as when seeking jobs, dealing with
political leaders, within the educational sector, and dealing with non-slum dwellers, and this
fact can be described as the fact that the urban slum dwellers were considered marginalized
even before the COVID-19 pandemic.

COVID-19 Experiences of Urban Watta Dwellers

The urban 'watta dwellers' explained some facts about their COVID-19 experiences. These
facts showed that urban slum dwellers were marginalised during the COVID-19 pandemic
situation. They described several incidents regarding marginalisation. Those experiences can
be categorised as experiences of staying at home, experiences within the peer slum
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community, experiences within the religious community, experiences within the non-slum
dwellers, and experiences with the mass media during the lockdown. Those experiences
which were related to marginalisation can be described as follows:

Human experiences of discrimination and stigmatisation lead them to be marginalised in that
community (FRA,2010). The COVID-19 experiences of urban watta dwellers highly depicted
their exclusion and re-marginalised during the pandemic. As an excluded community, their
COVID-19 experiences were somewhat different from others. Nyandera (2010) explained
that curfews, lockdowns, and working from home had overlooked the fate of slum dwellers.
Whoever stayed behind choose between life and livelihood. Therefore, it is essential to
understand the COVID-19 experiences of watta dwellers to have a comprehensive idea about
their social exclusion and marginalisation.

Experiences of Staying at Home

With the severe expansion of the pandemic situation, the authorities were concerned and paid
attention to introducing new social rules and regulations to minimise the spread of the virus
in society. As these rules—staying home and lockdown—were introduced by the responsible
parties, they forced people to follow the new rules strictly.Staying at home and being on
lockdown are new experiences for not only non-slum dwellers but also slum dwellers. They
experienced this unique situation with several challenges, and they explained that staying at
home is an eternally difficult task. The following statement depicts that situation:

"We are not used to being stuck at home. Always we do work outside, and we walk
here and there to do our daily wage duties. We have been practised to walk here and
there and share every life, including sad, joyful moments with the gang. Those days
we didn't have any idea about time has passed. Because, we used to work according
to train time table. Even we get up at train's time. It was challenging during the
lockdown as during lockdown, there was no train service. And since our childhood,
we used to play cricket, carom, and play cards with the gang. Although we get
married, that habit was not changed. But the effect of the lockdown period for
Covid-19, we all had to be isolated. It is complicated to be inside the home as we
haven't used to it."

(Respondent 06 45 Years Married Labourer In depth Interviews)

This statement illustrated that the watta dwellers' daily routines were diverted, affecting their
lives due to the lockdown. According to Baah et al. (2019), marginalisation is particularly
problematic in conditions requiring lifestyle change. Since the watta dweller's lifestyle
changed due to the pandemic situation, the experience mentioned above can be illustrated as
a situation that led to a change in the watta dwellers' lifestyle and daily routine and impacted
their marginalisation.

Furthermore, Lassiter et al. (2018) described that the lifestyle and cultural changes of the
members who belong to subcultures are highly likely to be marginalised and socially
excluded as well—the above example illustrated that urban watta dwellers enjoyed some
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subcultural practices continuously, such as playing games in the evening, chatting with
neighbours, etc. However, COVID-19 policy implementations such as lockdown and curfew
restrictions paved the way for the temporary vanishing of those subcultural practices.
Therefore, it could be identified that those restrictions for the subcultural courses tend to
discriminate, exclude and marginalise the urban watta dwellers. Since the watta dwellers
were known as a marginalised community, these situations affect their lives and make their
marginalisation worse.

Experiences within the Peer Slum Community

The urban watta dwellers’ experiences within their peer communities (other slum areas) were
also important to understand in order to have a comprehension of their social exclusion and
marginalization.

According to the statements provided by the respondents, these communities had some good
relationships with other slum areas such as Moadarawatta, Kurusawatta, and Sayurupura, etc.
before COVID-19 pandemic. However, after the lockdown in this area, those social
connections collapsed, and they experienced some other issues as well. For example, one
respondent explained,

“During the second lockdown period, although our area was isolated some of the
near areas didnt isolate. So the people of that areas started telling that we got
Covid-19 positive and don't come to their areas. They prohibited us to go near
their houses. Even after the lockdown they didn't let our young people to go to

’

their areas.’
(Respondent 15 42 Years Married Security Officer In depth Interviews)

Kagon and Burton (2005) explained that social changes affect marginalization and in
addition, Silva (2006) described that exclusion occurred due to moral and cultural changes
under the solidarity paradigm in the social exclusion explanation. Similarly, the situation
occurred in the subcultural unit, where the people faced a severe pandemic situation and their
morality and ideologies towards the respondents changed. Therefore, they tend to exclude
and marginalize their community in this pandemic situation.

Experience with Non-slum Dwellers

The urban slum dwellers faced some experiences related to exclusion and marginalization
within the non-slum dwellers as well. Their perception was that they were excluded and
neglected after the COVID-19, period and they explained that even though some people were
mistreated in a slum community, there were some none slum dwellers who dealt with them
closely. But they had also been changed, and they continued to neglect them after lifting the
lockdown. The example below illustrates that situation.

“Some ladies refused to give us anything as charity. Earlier they were in a friendly
manner. Before lockdown, they were used to give some donations. When we passed
by their gates, they called us and gave something. One day I happened to pass one
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of these houses. The lady of that house, ran inside to the house and quickly locked

>

her door.’
(Respondent 06 45 Years Married Labourer In depth Interviews)

As per this example, it was identified that the urban watta dwellers were marginalized when
dealing with non- slum dwellers after lifting the lockdown due to the reactions of the
non-slum dwellers who were close to this community.

Experiences within the Religious Community

The urban watta dwellers in Angulana explained some incidents related to their experiences
with the religious community during the COVID-19 lockdown situation. According to their
explanation as daily earners, they were utterly helpless during the lockdown because of their
zero income. As a result, they sought assistance from a nearby religious institution (a nearby
temple), but neither verbal nor physical assistance was received. For example, one
respondent explained that,

"Our chief incumbent in the temple said, "There is no charity for you, go away, you
slum people have children every year like ladders, now come for help, and begging
foods,"

We know the funds that were received for us and distributed among the members of
"Dayaka Sabha" of the temple. The monk of the temple didn't provide any help.
Finally, the priest of the church who gave us immense support for our foods."

(Respondent 05 35 Years Married Housewife In depth Interviews)

According to this statement, it was clear that the religious leaders always supported the
"haves," even though they didn't request any help. . On the other hand, the have-nots in that
society were excluded and discriminated against. According to WHO (2020), religious
leaders, faith-based patience, and faith communities have a pivotal role in saving lives and
reducing illnesses related to COVID-19. WHO identifies religious institutions as a primary
source of support, comfort, guidance, and direct health care and social service. And on the
other hand, they have a role in addressing the elimination of stigma, violence, and the
incitement of hate and promoting ecumenical and interfaith collaboration and peaceful
coexistence during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, according to the above statements, it
was identified that the religious leaders breached those expected ethical behaviour, and they
reproduce children like ladders even

tend to promote stigma and hate speech such as
allowed in a slum".

On the other hand, this kind of situation leads to social exclusion and marginalisation.
Therefore, it can be illustrated that Urban watta dwellers were excluded and marginalised due
to the role of religious leaders in that area. But, contradictorily, they highly praised the role of
the church in that. They helped them, and that situation let them change their attitudes
towards other religious institutions apart from the religious institution they belonged to.
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Experiences with the Mass Media

The media became the platform for spreading prejudice among people by spreading stories
about the origin of the virus. Racial and socioeconomic discrimination became apparent
during the quarantine. Inaccessibility to equal healthcare made the situation worse. Under
such unprecedented circumstances, the media has the potential to unite people and end
discrimination by spreading awareness (Anwar, 2020). However, occurred in another way
within the selected urban watta area. The urban watta dwellers described several times that
they were utterly helpless during lockdown due to their zero incomes, and there were several
locations where they only had one meal per day. Therefore, they were waiting for someone to
help them out, and then some mass media companies appeared to help them out. But
according to the respondents, that situation was only a dramatic script because they did not
get any help from the mass media. This situation was described by one respondent as follows.

“The media people came and distributed some donations and only among one or
two houses as a show of the broadcasting. We didn t get anything on that day.”

(Respondent 05_35 Years Married Housewife In depth Interviews)

Media can also be an excellent resource for information verification. However, this can only
be possible through the responsible use of media where proper checks and balances are in
place. This way, it can help prevent the spread of rumours and end the stigmatization of those
affected by COVID-19 (Anwar, 2020).

However, the role of mass media towards urban watta dwellers were different than the
explanation of Anwer (2020). The above mentioned respondent further explained,

“But when people breached the quarantine rules in our slums, the media was
everywhere to televised us.’

)

(Respondent 05_35 Years Married Housewife In depth Interviews)

When the urban watta dwellers were subjected to making way for the quarantine centres, that
was broadcast by mass media, and that situation implied the idea of labelling the
COVID-19-affected communities by mass media. During the COVID-19 situation, the media
acted unethically, and urban slum dwellers were subjected to discrimination and
stigmatization. As a result, this condition aided in the marginalization and crystallization of
social exclusion among Urban watta dwellers.
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Lockdown Experiences
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Figure 4.1 Influential Factors of lockdown experiences for Crystallizing marginalization
and Social Exclusion

Urban Watta dwellers' Reflections on discrimination during lockdown period

This study explored the internal reflections of the urban watta dwellers and how they
perceived social exclusion and crystallising marginalisation in terms of their experiences and
challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic. And it was identified it is important to
understand the watta dwellers' feelings, attitudes, and thoughts regarding social exclusion and
marginalisation. It enriched comprehension of how the COVID-19 situation impacted urban
watta dwellers' social exclusion and marginalisation.

According to the collected data, it was identified that urban watta dwellers felt that they were
subjected to exclusion and social discrimination during the COVID-19 pandemic situation
when they had to encounter several economic, social, and cultural issues and challenges
during this period. And especially when they were labelled as a community responsible for
"spreading coronavirus", they were entitled, as a group from a lockdown area in the second
wave of COVID-19 in Sri Lanka, to bediscriminated against when accessing some social
services and even public transportation. They felt that they did not belong in the existing
situation and thought they did not fit into the social structure. These kinds of emotional
struggles and frustrations ultimately internalised them as a socially isolated community.

Furthermore, it was identified that they felt some aggressive thoughts when encountering
several social, economic, and cultural issues.

Once a respondent explained that,

"When I feel that people are emphasising that we are from lockdown area in the
second wave, and when they are constantly rejecting me in the job interviews even I
am confident about my qualifications, actually I felt to slap on someone face or beat
someone”.

(Respondent 03 21 Years Unmarried Showroom worker In depth Interviews)
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This statement showed that urban slum dwellers had some aggressive feelings when
constantly discriminating, labelling, and excluding. The European Foundation for the
improvement of living and working conditions (2010) explained that social exclusion is both
objective and subjective. People's perceptions regarding isolation, discrimination, and
attitudes such as being a disadvantaged community confirm that they are an excluded
community. And ultimately, it affects their mental well-being as well.

According to collected data, it was identified that this community always tends to think of "
why us". Moreover, since they had to face several issues, challenges, and hurtful situations,
they felt like an " utterly helpless community" and " no one is there to help them out".

The respondents explained that they were severely isolated. No one appeared to help them
fulfill their needs, such as food, water, and sanitation. In addition, they explained that "we
only had our people take care of us. We realised that our people only understood our
vulnerability, and people could only understand the other's situation if they had encountered it
previously."

According to the facts as mentioned above regarding the internal reflection of watta dwellers,
it was identified that they tend to emphasise "we feeling" due to their hurtful feelings,
aggression, isolation, frustration, and sadness.

Social Issues Faced by Urban Watta Dwellers during COVID-19 Deriod

The urban watta dwellers encountered several social issues during the lockdown. These social
issues had an impact on their lives, resulting in a number of disagreements that eventually led
to marginalization and social exclusion. The following are some of the social issues that have
been encountered:

e Engaging in violence and aggressive behaviour with the neighbourhood watta
dwellers.
Exclusion when receiving social services.
Discrimination in transportation.

The respondents explain that they faced some different experiences from their neighbourhood
slum dwellers. They claimed to have previously formed strong bonds with neighborhood
slum dwellers, but that their friendships abruptly changed after the lockdown was lifted. The
neighbourhood watta dwellers, who were not subjected to lockdown in the second wave of
COVID-19 in Sri Lanka, blocked the watta dwellers in Matiwatta from entering their housing
areas while saying, “You people have coronavirus, don't even think to come this area”. Later,
this dispute escalated into some violent activities between watta dwellers in Matiwatta and
other neighbourhood dwellers. The root cause of this violent behaviour was labelling and
excluding the subjected watta dwellers in Matiwatta. UN (n.d), explained that social inclusion
and social exclusion are the two edges ofthe same line, and social inclusion shows some
specific characteristics such as social cohesion, commonality of group members (such as
belonging to similar caste, ethnicity, religion, or class). According to the above mentioned
example, urban watta dwellers had social inclusion with other neighbourhood dwellers since
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they shared common characteristics. However, COVID-19 enabled a single fact to turn that
social inclusion upside down. Living in an area with COVID-19 positive patients, other Watta
residents socially labeled, marginalized, and eventually excluded this community, despite
belonging to a similar class and social strata.In addition, both of these communities were
subjected to marginalization even before the COVID-19 period, but due to the social
exclusion of this neighbourhood watta dwellers, watta dwellers in Matiwatta area had to be
marginalized by another marginalized group.

Furthermore, urban watta dwellers were discriminated against and excluded when receiving
social services as well. During the lockdown, the government provided some aid, such as
distributing five thousand rupees and groceries worth around five thousand rupees. Watta
dwellers, on the other hand, described seeing non-slum dwellers who were wealthier than
them receive these aids before them. Therefore, they felt that they were neglected in terms of
receiving social welfare, and that feeling was increased because they were starving from lack
of food at that time. Social exclusion theory and marginalisation concepts describe that a lack
of opportunities leads to social inequality, which results in social exclusion and
marginalization (Giddens,1998 and Kagon & Burton,2005). Similar situations occurred
among the urban watta dwellers in Matiwatta, and they encountered several neglects,
mistreatments, and inequalities. This resulted in these people becoming a marginalised and
socially excluded community.

The urban watta dwellers explained that they had to experience some discrimination in the
public transportation services as well. One respondent said,

“When we got into bus which is going in this road, from the halt in our area people
refused sat behind us and they kept standing all the way. Sometimes when our
people sat next to them, they stand up and walk away from us. They didn t allow us
to being closer to them.”

(Respondent 09 53 Years Married Cleaning Labourer In depth Interviews)

This was also another situation which exemplified that the urban watta dwellers in equally
treated and prejudice as a community which was excluded.
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UN (n.d) explained specific symptoms of social exclusion as follows.

Figure 4.2 Specific Symptoms of Social Exclusion [UN (n.d)]

Unegal
access to unequal
resources participation
denial of

opportunities

According to this figure, it can be identified that urban waththa dwellers encountered all these
symptoms in terms of experiencing social issues during COVID-19. Denial behaviour of
neighbourhood wattha dwellers, neglection in receiving social aids and discrimination in
public transportation, implied the sense of unequal access to resources and unequal
participation and denial of opportunities as well. Ultimately, all these factors contributed to
social exclusion and the crystallization of the marginalization of urban waththa dwellers in
Matiwaththa.

Cultural Issues Faced by Urban Watta Dwellers During COVID-19 Period

The urban watta dwellers encountered several economic and social issues during the
COVID-19 period, and they experienced some cultural issues as well. Urban watta dwellers
were exhibiting some distinct cultural norms and values that had become ingrained in their
daily lives. The slum has a culture all its own, and this culture is a way of life. Culture is
learned, shared, and also transmittable. This learned way of life is passed from one generation
to another. It is the habits, customs, behaviour/ patterns people have learned that move them
to act in particular ways. Therefore, we can say that people themselves produce neither
slums nor well-kept neighbourhoods (Garg,1976). However, according to the statements of
respondents, it was identified that the COVID-19 endangered and threatened the existing
cultural practices of urban slum dwellers, and it affected social exclusion and crystallizing
marginalization as well.

The respondents expressed how much they missed celebrating the festivals that they were
accustomed to organizing. They explained that there are various ethnic and religious
communities within their watta (slum), and therefore they could celebrate all the festivals in
the entire year. But due to the COVID-19 pandemic, they couldn't celebrate any festival, and
they emphasized that they used to celebrate festivals gloriously, but this time they couldn't
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even celebrate puberty festival (kotahalu magula). They were really worried about that
absence.

Furthermore, they explained that they couldn't engage in religious practices such as going to
the church, kovil, or temple. When they were in a disaster situation, they used to do 'Bodhi
Pooja', prayers in the church, and Pooja in the kovil. But even though the COVID-19
pandemic situation was a disaster situation, they couldn't engage in such practices, and that
was a shortfall situation in which they could have attained some relief during the pandemic
situation.

The urban slum dwellers have a number of relations in the other neighbourhood slums such
as Modarawatta, Kurusawatta, and Sayurupura, etc. They used to have a close relationship
with their relatives, such as visiting their houses in the evenings, having parties, engaging in
community-based activities, etc. However, during the lockdown period, they stated that they
were unable to keep connections with their relatives,at least over the phone, because of the
unavailability of phone reloads and the closure of communication centres.

Urban slum dwellers had some noteworthy social relationships with their neighbours. Most
of the time they (neighbours) weretheir relations as well. But during the COVID-19
lockdown period, they were utterly isolated and couldn't maintain the social relationships.
One respondent said,

"When we got a jackfruit, we used to share it among all the neighbours. We also
shared all our happy and sad moments with them. But all of these things were
changed since we had to stay at home and we felt sad and loneliness."

(Respondent 20 48 Years Married Housewife In depth Interviews)

Due to the lockdown situation, these kinds of cultural practices were overlooked, and that
impacted urban slum dwellers emotionally, making them feel like an isolated community.
This situation can be identified as a cultural exclusion as well. The expression “cultural
exclusion” refers to a specific form of social exclusion, namely that which takes place every
time “people are discriminated against because of their perceived cultural differences with the
culturally dominant group”. More generally, cultural exclusion may be seen as a by-product
of other forms of sc socio-economic exclusion, which often find reflection in the
organisation of rural and urban space. This is certainly the case when it comes to people
living in the slums of the so-called “megacities” or “hypercities” of the developing world, as
well as in some ghettos of Western nations (Gonzalez,2017).

Therefore, the cultural issues encountered by urban watta dwellers tend to be culturally
excluded. This can be identified as another situation in which they encounter social exclusion
and marginalization as well.

Adhering to New Healthcare Practices

Since the COVID-19 pandemic affected all economic, social, and political structures, several
new healthcare practices were implemented, such as social distancing, mask usage, hand
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washing, and the use of sanitizers. People started to continue these practices and integrate
them into their day-to-day lives.. However, there are some differences within different social
stratifications when adhering to these practices. Higher- and middle-income communities
tolerated these practices, but this situation discourages low-income urban communities from
adopting them. Specifically, urban watta dwellers in Sri Lanka. Once a respondent
exemplified,

" If we want to do this job, we have to adhere to these practices willingly or
unwillingly. Now I have to sanitise my hands each time when I sell something and
when [ touch money. Therefore I have to use around 324 bottles per week, and it's a
huge cost to me. Adhering to these kinds of practices is a complicated task to poor
people like us."”

(Respondent 01 58 Years Married Boutique Owner In depth Interviews)

Manisha (2020) explained that India has a population density of 200,000 people per square
kilometre in slums like Dharavi in Mumbai, which means that social distancing is almost
impossible. The urban slum population is more susceptible to a deficiency of basic amenities
like safe drinking water, sanitation, housing, and health care services. Healthcare institutions,
the government, and the World Health Organization have been delivering lessons on hand
washing and social distancing since the start of the pandemic. However, in most slums of the
country, where a shared tap is the only water source, it is unclear how this segment of the
population will adhere to the preventive guidelines. Poorly resourced settings are most
vulnerable to any infectious disease.

According to the response mentioned above, it could be identified that adhering to new
healthcare practices created some disputes among urban watta (slum) dwellers, not just in
India but also in the Sri Lankan context as well. Besides, constantly sanitising hands, washing
hands, and doing PCR tests were complex and unaffordable tasks for this community. In
addition, social distancing is also another kind of disputed task. According to the researchers’
observation, around 8 to 10 members lived in each family, which had a minimal house area.
Therefore, people couldn't adhere to those kinds of new health care practices.

Re-shaping Social Identity

The COVID-19 situation affected the changing social identity of watta dwellers. Tajfel
(1979), defined social identity as a person's sense of who they are based on their group
membership(s). Tajfel explains that the social groups to which they belong are an essential
source of trade and self-esteem; social identity is a sense of belonging to the social world.

As a specific community in the urban sector, urban slum dwellers also had this kind of unique
self-identity, which derived from their unique cultural values and social behaviour. As a result
of several behaviors and its affiliation with a specific subculture, this community was
identified as an urban Watta community.

However, due to the several influences of the COVID-19 situation, this community had to
divert their social behaviour and subcultural practices due to the new health care
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implementation, such as social distancing and wearing masks. Washing hands: There are
some cultural practices (playing with neighbours in the evening, celebrating festivals,
chatting with neighbours, etc.) left behind as people adhere to new health care and social
practices. This situation had an impact on them, and they felt as if their social identities had
been reshaped. Greitmeyer (2012) explained that losing ethnocentrism and changing social
identity involved social discrimination as well. And as a group, these discriminated groups
had to encounter collectively changing social identities. It was identified that urban watta
dwellers were socially excluded due to diverting their social identity as a specific subcultural
community in the urban sector.

Urban Waththa dwellers marginalisation before
COVD-19 period

Adhesing COVID-19 Egnmn—_
EXpEnences Onomc
new and Cultural Fe-
Iccniac Shapmg
healthcare Impact of COVID-19 :
Social

practices I dentity

political

lezders and
non sham
cwellers

Crystellizing marginalization and social exclusion of urban
waththa dwellers during COVID-19 pandemic

Figure 4.3 Major influential factors for crystallizing marginalization and social

exclusion of urban waththa dwellers

The above figure depicts the factors related to social exclusion and marginalization of urban
dwellers that have been mentioned previously.

Findings of the Study

COVID-19 was not merely a healthcare-related crisis. The COVID-19 pandemic had a
massive impact on every socio-cultural and economic aspect of society.People encountered
several new issues during COVID-19, and those issues were capable enough to divert their
socio-political, cultural and economic lives to another level. Due to the influence of the
COVID-19 situation, several new health care practices, such as social distancing, social
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isolation, and quarantine, washing hands, and wearing masks were implemented. However,
these new health care behaviours were entertained by several people in society. In contrast,
some people from different social strata were highly vulnerable when adhering to this new
healthcare system.

In addition, this study identified that urban watta (slum) dwellers as such kind of particular
part of the society who had to encounter several issues when adhering to new healthcare
implementations. Plus, they were identified as the most vulnerable community within the
urban sector during the COVID-19 lockdown period. This research explored the fact that
urban slum dwellers encountered several social, economic, political, and cultural issues
during the lockdown. Specifically, social exclusion and marginalisation occurred during this
lockdown period in a poor urban community.

Furthermore, this research identified social exclusion and marginalisation generated not
merely through economic deprivation or income inequalities but by multidimensional factors.
Social inequalities, poverty, unemployment, negligence in the policy-making process,
encountering discrimination when entertaining cultural values and discrimination when
receiving public services are such multidimensional factors that affect social exclusion and
marginalisation.

This research identified that urban watta dwellers are a marginalised community even before
the COVID-19 situation. It was identified that they were discriminated against when seeking
jobs, dealing with non-slum dwellers, dealing with political leaders, and receiving
educational services. All the factors contributed to proving that urban watta dwellers were
already a marginalised community.

It was identified that urban slum dwellers experienced several incidents, such as staying at
home, experiences within the peer slum community, experiences with non-slum dwellers,
experiences within the religious community, and experiences with the mass media. Those
incidents were also contributed to creating a marginalised and socially excluded community
during the lockdown period. Changing their lifestyle due to staying at home, labelling as a
"coronavirus spreading community" by peers in the slum community, discrimination by
non-slum dwellers, discrimination by religious communities, and stigmatisation bymass
media are such kind of new experiences that they faced during the lockdown period. They
were socially excluded and marginalised because of the contribution of these factors.

Urban watta dwellers encountered several social, economic, and cultural issues during the
lockdown period. Unemployment, job losses (chased away from existing jobs as labelling
"responsible community for spreading coronavirus", zero income, inability to pay off debts
and loans and inability to release mortgaged pieces of jewellery are some identified economic
issues during the lockdown. Social issues faced by urban watta dwellers, such as violence and
aggressive behaviours, extortion while receiving public services, and discrimination in public
transportation, could be identified as the main issues. Inability to entertain cultural practices
such as celebrating festivals, partying, inability to keep connections with relations who lived
in other slums are cultural issues encountered by urban watta dwellers—ultimately identified
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that those issues influenced crystallise social exclusion marginalisation of urban watta
dwellers.

Un affordability of sanitisers, masks, and doing private PCR tests were issues encountered by
urban watta dwellers when adhering to new healthcare practices. The inability to fulfill these
needs led them to be socially excluded and marginalised during the lockdown period.

Politicians and the role of non -slum dwellers work for socially excluded and marginalised
communities since they highly emphasised the sense of "otherness" during the lockdown
period.

Urban watta dwellers had to re-shape their social identity from existing social identity, which
provided asense of marginalisation.

This research explored how internal reflections of urban watta dwellers were re-shaped to
accept social exclusion and marginalisation created by several factors during the COVID-19
period.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it was explored that urban watta dwellers were a marginalised community even
before the COVID-19pandemic, and that situation worsened during the lockdown period. The
watta dwellers encountered several facets of social exclusion and marginalization due to
several factors, such as when seeking jobs, dealing with non-slum dwellers, dealing with
politicians, and exclusion within the educational institutions. This research identified that this
community was marginalized and excluded when they experienced several incidents related
to COVID-19pandemic. Furthermore, it was indicated that this community was excluded
when they experienced some incidents, such as staying at home, experiences within the peer
slum community, experiences with non- slum dwellers, experiences within the religious
community, and experiences with the mass media.

Urban watta dwellers encountered several social, economic, and cultural issues during the
lockdown period. When it came to adhering to new healthcare practices, urban watta dwellers
faced challenges such as the cost of sanitizers, masks, and performing private PCR tests. The
inability to fulfill these needs led them to be socially excluded and marginalised during the
lockdown period. Furthermore, during the COVID-19 period, watta residents' social identities
were reshaped.

As a result, it was discovered that the watta dwellers' marginalization and social exclusion
were crystallized as a result of the influence of several policies and social, economic, and
cultural factors that they newly encountered during the lockdown period.
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2. Qe B DdeCuenn YOG - BBEDRe G H®s (Content analysis)
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Exact
Asymp. Sig. Exact Sig. Sig.

Value df (2-sided) (2-sided) (1-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 44.429* .000
Continuity Correction® 40.731 .000
Likelihood Ratio 46.865 .000

Fisher's Exact Test .000 .000
Linear-by-Linear 44.059 .000
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Abstract

Economically empowered women have the ability and power to make economic decisions.
The men's and women’s ability to engage in decision-making at diverse levels in society
varies depending on its context. This study analyses how the engagement of small-scale
tourism enterprises has influenced women’s power in household decision-making. This is an
explorative study, which employed several data collection techniques, including key
informant interviews, non-participant observation, a questionnaire survey, and in-depth
interviews. They were carried out among small-scale tourist enterprises in the Hikkaduwa
Urban Council (HUC) area of the Galle district, Sri Lanka. The samples were chosen at
random, and the data was analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. Three major sectors,
namely accommodation, food and beverage, and retail trade, were selected for this study.
Secondary information was mostly collected from the literature on gender studies and
relevant documents of small-scale enterprises. There are significant differences found
between men and women in terms of their participation in decision-making at household,
business, and community levels. Also, the nature of decisions has brought sector-specific
variations. Women in all three sectors tend to have the least power in decision-making
regarding the future needs of the children they have. Women received independent
decision-making power regarding everyday home and children’s needs. Women in the food
and beverage services sector get more power than in the other two sectors. Women appear to
have increased decision-making power when it comes to business investment. Men in the
accommodation sector have more decision-making power due to their better accessibility to
land and property. Though women get a slight improvement in their decision-making
capacities, this does not overly reflect men’s power.

Keywords: Women’s Income Stability, Decision-making Power, Small-scale Tourism
Entrepreneurs, Sri Lanka
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1. Introduction

Increasing foreigners’ arrival rates led to tourism as a fast-growing industry in Sri Lanka by
creating several income-earning opportunities for formal and informal sector employers. By
2018, the number of inbound tourists had reached 2,333,796 with 169,003 direct and 219,484
indirect jobs created in the tourism industry. In 2018, foreign exchange earnings totaled US
$4,380.6 million (SLTDA, 2018). Moreover, women are constantly under-represented as
entrepreneurs in the tourism sector and deprived of the power of decision-making in Sri
Lanka. In addition, there is a difference between women from remote backgrounds and those
from urban settings. Village women have less exposure to the outside world, and they see
themselves as more suitable for household activities than professional work. They favor
flexible work. Small-scale women prefer self-employment in which they can manage both
household and economic activities (Bernard et al., 2016; Semasinghe, 2014; Wijeyeratnam
and Perera, 2013, Ayadurai, 2006). Also, being part of unpaid family work is not a serious
issue for these women. In the same way, women in rural Sri Lanka perceive that deciding by
people like them, who have fewer experiences, will cause unwanted issues. The empirical
data shows that these general perceptions have a bias on women'’s ability to earn and manage
money and make economic decisions and this has reviled women's subordination to men
throughout their lifespan, with fewer decision-making authorities of their own (Haque et al,
2011). Though studies have found that when women are economically empowered, they have
both the ability and power to make and act on economic decisions (Campos, et al., 2015:1),
the stories of women who handle small-scale enterprises in Sri Lanka are poles apart.
Specifically, the following research problem was explored: How engagement of small-scale
tourism enterprises has influenced women’s power in household decision-making? The
objective of this paper is to examine the changes like decisions in which women participate at
the household level after engaging in income-earning activities.

2. Literature review
2.1. Women’s entrepreneurship

Scholars (Sharpley, 2015; Kinnaird and Hall, 2000; Chambers et al, 2017) found that gender
studies in tourism have been carried out concerning different aspects. Tourist motivation,
roles, relationships with institutions, and the impact of tourism on society are some of them.
A large proportion of women enjoy the opportunities that have opened up in tourism, but the
extent to which they can enjoy the opportunities is restricted (Meera, 2014; Bakker, 2019).

"Women's entrepreneurship" is defined as "an act of business ownership and business
creation that economically empowers women, increases their economic strength, and
strengthens their position in society" (Saini, 2014:03). The new journals such as the
"International Journal of Gender and Entrepreneurship’ have widely discussed the significant
contributions, innovations, and job and wealth creation of female entrepreneurship, leading to
new orientations towards women in entrepreneurship. For Barrett (2014), early researchers
focused their attention mainly on providing a recognized theoretical background for female
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entrepreneurship. Among those, Brush, Walter, Ahil, Bruni, and Collinson are some of the
significant contributors. Existing socio-economic benefits generally cause entrepreneurial
activity in a region to increase. In recent times, academic, educational, and governmental
institutions have been motivated to investigate factors responsible for entrepreneurial
intentions.

In many studies (Baum, 2013, Baum, 2015, Baum et al., 2016), the nature of workforce
problems faced by women regarding their wages and roles in tourism is noted. Women
occupy only a limited number of positions at the managerial or decision-making level in
small enterprises in the tourism sub-sector (Kattara, 2005). Richter (1995), comparing
tourism employment to a pyramid, locates many women in seasonal and part-time jobs at the
lower end, while placing a few women in management positions at the top (Jordan, 1997; Liu
and Wall, 2006).

Aitchison (2005) reveals that existing gender patterns of employment in tourism culture itself
contribute to maintaining and continuing the challenges women face in tourism (Aitchison,
2005). It is vital to discuss the challenges faced by female entrepreneurs (Iwu and Nxopo,
2015; Nsengimana, 2017). In addition to that, women-owned businesses face many
restrictions in the market, while the opportunities available for female entrepreneurs are
limited (Bates, 2002; Heilbrunn, 2004; Ilhaamie et al., 2014). Further, it observed that many
studies on tourism development have included gender as a variable, although the significance
of gender is the cause of some debate (UNWTO and UN Women, 2011).

2.2. Women entrepreneurs in the Sri Lankan tourism industry

The number of tourists visiting the country has a significant effect on female entrepreneurs.
When tourism arrivals increase, entrepreneurs acquire more profits. It directly affects an
entrepreneur’s life and the expansion of their business. Through their innovation, they
contribute to the standard of living (Welmilla et al., 2011; Surangi, 2018). The rationality
behind this is that when there are more tourists, there will be more profits. Small-scale
enterprises seem to have attracted a large number of women as they provide them with the
independence to manage both productive and reproductive roles. Thus, in the Sri Lankan
context, it is apparent that a considerable number of women are engaged in small-scale
enterprises (Surangi, 2013; Lokuhetty et al., 2013).

Sri Lankan women provide a valuable contribution to the country’s development in many
ways. However, they have to play a triple role in the influence of patriarchal values. Sri
Lankan women enjoy a high status compared to the rest of South Asia. However, as the
National Plan of Action for Women in Sri Lanka notes, "Despite these many achievements,
one cannot feel complacent about the real situation of women, the majority of whom live
under economically deprived conditions and circumstances (Ministry of Transport,
Environment and Women Affairs, 2015; Jayaweera, 1999:12).
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3. Methodology

This study adopts mixed methodologies, including both qualitative and quantitative
approaches. A social constructionist perspective is found to be very appropriate to have a
deeper understanding of the meaning and realities which women entrepreneurs are
encountered. According to social constructionists, meaning and realities are created through
the interactions of a larger social network and are shaped by norms and practices in the given
culture. Over time, individuals and groups interact together in a social system form, concepts,
or mental representations of each other’s actions. These concepts eventually become habitual
in the reciprocal roles played by the actors with each other (Galbin, 2014:84). The focus of
this study is the household decision-making power of small-scale women entrepreneurs.
Women's decision-making abilities do not exist for one reason alone; rather, they are linked to
a larger social structure. The social constructionist approach is hence much more appropriate
for understanding women's household decision-making abilities.

The study location was Hikkaduwa urban council (HUC) in the southern province of Sri
Lanka, which is identified as one of the main tourist destinations in Sri Lanka. The first
nearly six months of the period were used to collect data in May- November 2015 by the
author in the Sinhala language. Small-scale enterprises registered in HUC are spread across
28 sectors, including seven in the tourism industry. Of these seven sectors, accommodation,
food and beverage (F and B), and retail stores were selected for the study as they had the
largest number of enterprises owned by women. The main techniques used were simple
observation, key informant interviews (25) semi-structured questionnaire surveys (390) (195
women and men entrepreneurs each), and in-depth narrative interviews (24) Considering the
existence of a substantial number of establishments, the existence of a substantial number of
engagements by both men and women and having observed the trend of expansion of
business establishments during the 2009 -2014 period, a sample was drawn. The list of
entrepreneurs was collected from the government office, and respondents were contacted. All
the women entrepreneurs in these three sectors (accommodation, F and B, and retail) were
surveyed. This amounted to 195 women respondents. For comparison purposes, an equal
number of men entrepreneurs were selected from the three sectors. Since there are more men
entrepreneurs, 195 men were selected at random from the list of entrepreneurs available at the
HUC. Semi-structured interview results were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

Simultaneously, twenty-four in-depth interviews (12 women, 12 men) were conducted with
four male and four female entrepreneurs from each of the three sectors. Respondents were
selected from among the semi-structured survey respondents based on the rapport established
between the informants and interviewer, and the reliability of the information shared in the
questionnaire survey. Respondents who were willing to share detailed business data and
whose survey data revealed interesting nuances to the case were purposefully selected for
in-depth interviews. In-depth interviews were transcribed, translated into English, and coded
for analysis.

To interpret and analyze qualitative data, thematic analysis was used. The women
entrepreneurs’ decision-making capacities compared with before and after the engagement of
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SSE narrated in their accounts have been analyzed to understand trends, patterns,
classifications, and connections in each story. Quantitative data is analyzed using SPSS and
Minitab statistical packages, deriving descriptive analysis, percentages, frequencies,
cross-tabulations, and chi-square tests were done.

4. Results and Discussions

4.1. Women’s ability to decision-making

It is observed that without having authority from the male partner, women are unable to make
decisions regarding selling, buying, exchanging, or modifying their resources (Glover et al.,
2002; Park, 1996). Their male partner typically maintains the majority of the household's
resources, such as cash transfers, public works payments, land, savings, and vehicles. Studies
suggest that though women get access to financial resources, they lack the power to control
household resources (Holloway et al., 2017; Bradshaw, 2013, Debnath, 2015). In the past,
women were typically subordinated to men in managing household economic activities. They
require the consent of the male partner before making economic decisions.

Usually, in Sri Lanka, women’s mobility is restricted by gendered views. In a patriarchal
society, a successful woman is defined as a woman who is married, a mother, mature,
responsible, and caring. Socially constructed institutions such as marriage, religion, and
patriarchy have oppressed women in both the private and public sectors (Vithanage, 2015:4).
In this case, male domination is evident both in the public and private spheres and women’s
labor in the family has never been counted (Otobe, 2013:15).

Their participation in decision-making is likely to be affected by their perception of their
right to make decisions. Women have greater workloads and shoulder heavier burdens due to
their triple role in society. Ironically, they are excluded from decision-making in the family
and at the community level. Hence, women are further disadvantaged because men hold
greater decision-making power. In a patriarchal system, men control women’s
decision-making power (Sultana, 2010; Said-Foqahaa and Maziad, 2011). Studying
decision-making in the household, Kottegoda (2004), cited by Handaragama (2010),
addressed the question of “who has the right to take household decisions?” Kottegoda (2004)
revealed that both husband and wife make decisions, but the decision-maker is decided,
depending on the importance of the expected decision.

There are four types of decisions making patterns:
a) The wife does the decision-making unilaterally,
b) Decision-making is jointly done by husband and wife together,
c) The husband does the decision-making unilaterally, and

d) The husband and wife make decisions but on different matters.
(Handaragama, 2010:108).
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Women’s bargaining power in domestic decision-making is vitally determined by the labor
market opportunities reserved for them. Such bargaining power is found to be positively
correlated with household spending on goods that benefit offspring (Rijkers and Costa, 2012).
Agrawal (2015) analyzes intra-household relationships and the bargaining positions of the
household members. According to her, one’s bargaining position rests on two important
conditions. They are (1) the strength of the person’s fallback position and (2) the degree to
which one’s action is socially legitimate. Bargaining power increases with one’s economic
strength. The fallback positions available to women have increased due to their economic
contribution to the family, and this has given them more bargaining power, which in turn
allows them to take decisions in the family. In this study, bargaining power was also analyzed
to assess the changes in the entrepreneurs’ status in the household about the improvement in
profits and status in the business community. In the Sri Lankan social context, social status is
directly linked with prestige, respect, and honor, which are increasingly utilizing an improved
economy in the Sri Lankan social context, especially in regions engaged in tourism-related
industries. Profit and status are interrelated phenomena, and they improve people's power in
the business community as well as in their households. In this context, increased profit and
status in the business community can improve the entrepreneurs’ status in the household. The
selected concepts of gender studies like access and control of resources, decision-making
power, and bargaining power can be employed to assess the status change in the household to
increase profit and status in the business community.

4.2. Decisions in household

Women’s involvement in decision-making is seen as an important indicator of empowerment
(Mare, 2012). Decision-making is the power of an individual to decide any matter in his/her
daily life and is considered another important dimension of the empowerment status of an
individual. It can be regarded as identifying and choosing alternatives based on the values
and preferences of a decision-maker (Harris, 2012). As shown in the following, women
intentionally play a subordinate role in the decision-making process concerning household
decisions.

4.2.1. Decisions regarding own personnel needs

According to the following figure (Figure 1), it is evident that men are the majority of people
who decide entrepreneurs, concerning the nature of the decision for the owner’s future
personal needs in all types of small-scale enterprises. Among all women, women in the food
and beverages sector reported having the highest capacity (68.1%), while men in the same
sector had the percentage entrepreneur himself takes decision-making (77.3%). Therefore,
this reflects that all across the three sectors, men receive more power to take decisions
regarding future personal needs of their own, while women get little chance to make
decisions of their own at the start. However, among all three sectors, a significant interaction
was found only in the accommodation sector. In this case, gender becomes a significant factor
in decisions regarding the owner’s future personal needs.
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Figure 1: Decision maker for owner’s future personal needs - At present and at beginning of
the business
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Table 1: Small-scale enterprise for nature of decision for owner’s future personal needs

Nature of decision for owner’s future personal needs

Type of Small-Scale Chi-Square Table Value Chi-Square Table
Enterprise Value
Beginning Present
Accommodation 7.77 1.55 3.84
Food and Beverage Services 1.68 0.46
Tourism-Affiliated Retail 1.49 2.63
Stores

Source: Survey Data, 2015
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And the special case is that each category value tended to increase from the beginning of the
business to the present situation. A huge improvement can be identified among the female
entrepreneurs who are engaging with the sector of accommodation, and it is 21.05% from the
beginning to the present.

When both the entrepreneur and spouse decide on the owner’s future personal goals, it does
not change anything under the category of accommodation and food and beverages sectors
except for the males who are engaged in tourism-affiliated retail stores. However, women in
all three categories have decreased the percentage of decisions they take with their spouses
from the beginning to the present. This means they have gained a bit of improvement in
making their own decisions regarding their own personnel needs compared with the past. In
two out of three sectors, the percentage is significant among women in the accommodation
sector.

When analyzing the statistical differences among the sectors, only men and women in the
accommodation sector were found to have a significant difference in their decision-making
capacities regarding their future personnel needs as shown above.

For accommodation, sector land is an important aspect, and they decide on land. Most of the
land is owned by men. There is a connection between the power of decision-making and
economic properties or strength one has on their own. In accommodation, sector land is the
main property. As shown in graph (1), men in housing have more decision-making power
concerning the owner's future personal needs (76.3%), because when they are wealthy, they
have the opposite effect, receiving more power in decision-making. This for women in
accommodation was found to be low compared with men in the same sectors (63.15%).
Because ownership of land influences decisions they make on their future needs,

Though there are no legal barriers for women to work outside the home, many women in
patriarchal cultures have to be under the control of men. Married women were found to have
to perform dual roles. Fulfilling family desires as a good mother, daughter-in-law, and wife
appear to be promises of her married life. Therefore, she has to perform her role first in the
private sphere, which means engaging in domestic tasks rather than in the public sphere,
which means serving as a businesswoman. She wants to be a good mother rather than a good
businesswoman, and she does not abandon her family and household obligations. In a way,
whether she has to give priority to household tasks or business tasks is also decided by her
husband. Mrs. Wathsala[1] explained,

I am the owner of this food stall. I run the business. But in making all
household decisions, usually, I do nothing without asking him, because he is
the head of the family. He must be aware of what we do, whether it is correct
or not we (myself and my children) are obeying his decisions (In-depth
Interview, Field data, Female-Headed Small Scale Enterprise, Food and
beverages sector, 2015).
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The above empirical data justified women’s social obligations obstruct them not to make
decisions on their own. But some women make their own decisions about household tasks.
Mrs. Chandralatha[2], Explained

I am the owner of this restaurant. I run the business. My husband never
obstructs when taking household decisions, He always says as a woman I am
the one who better knows every need of the household. Such as buying daily
goods and decisions regarding children’s school activities. He always asks me
before taking any decision regarding any household matters (In-depth
Interview,  Field data, Female-Headed Small Scale Enterprise,
Accommodation sector, 2015).

In a way, socio-cultural norms internalized seeing men as decision-makers in the aspects of
women’s lives, increasingly determining women’s fewer motives in making their own
decisions. It determines women’s identities in both the family and business.

Padmini’s statement shows how they have chosen to be the secondary sex. They do not want
to be independent decision-makers in the house. Women have a fear of taking decisions if
they happen to make a mistake because they are emotionally less powerful and lack
confidence than men (Surangi, 2018; Kodagoda 2012). Especially, some say that the elder
women entrepreneurs revealed that argument. Social, cultural, and religious values in Sri
Lanka have created women to be not only "good mothers" to their children but also "good
wives" to their husbands (Surangi, 2018).

According to Mrs. Padmini’s[3] view,

If women do not obey their husbands they lost the image of women in the
family. Obeying a husband was the main characteristic of a good wife. If we
act as our wish it creates issues in the family It is good to be agreeing with his
ideas rather than arguing for my opinion. No matter whether the decision is
right or wrong we as women usually agree with them. That won’t create then
unwanted problems in daily life  In-depth interviews, Field data,
Female-Headed Small Scale Enterprise, accommodation sector, 2015).

Women themselves do not try to challenge their role as secondary sex. According to Surangi
(2018), women in Sri Lankan cultures are more dependent and have a greater concern for
others, mainly their families, whereas men are more independent (Surangi, 2018; Kodagoda,
2011). Although it is expected to change the traditional role of women as housewives since
most women are now employed. As a result, women who have never worked before may be
able to gain some power over their predecessors. However, in many cases, regardless of
whether she is employed or not, she is responsible for being a dutiful wife. In a way, she has
unaware that she is losing her value as a main decision-maker of the family as still, these
traditional cultural norms are lagging in society (Surangi, 2018). In such a context, even they
do not aware of what is the independent power of making decisions. However, the study
found that women who share household responsibilities with their husbands get a little bit of
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power than the previous set of women. This study also found that the above situations have
had a bit of improvement when after women become economically strong.

4.2.2. Decision regarding everyday home and children’s needs

Table 2: Decision maker for everyday home and children’s needs - At present and beginning
of the business

Nature of decision | Type of Small-Scale Enterprise
at present for
owner’s future

Children needs Accommodation Food and Beverage | Tourism-Affiliated
Services Retail Stores
Male Female Male Female | Male Female
Bl 2| E| 2| E| 2| E| 2| E| 2| B | ®
7 £ 5| E | = 2| E @ E 3 E
Entrepreneur 7.9 128, [42. |34. | 27. | 18. | 54. [ 45. | 35. |40. [40. |35.

% [% % |[% |% [% |% [% % |% [% |%

Both 86.|71. |52. |63. |72. [81. 140. [ 54. | 64. |57. |57. |59.

(Entrepreneur and | 80 |10 [60 |20 |70 |80 (09 |54 [40 (80 |00 |30

Spouse) % |% [% |% [% |% [% | % |% % % %

Entrepreneur's 26100 (00|26 [00]00 (4510000 |00 [0.0 [0.0

Spouse 0 [0% [0% [0% [0% [0% [0% [ 0% [ 0% [0% |0% | 0%
%

Another family 26100 (53100 [00]00 (0010000 |15 |22 |44

member 0 [0% [0% [0% [0% [0% [0% [ 0% [ 0% [0% |0% | 0%
%

An expert 0.0/00(0.0100 [00]00(0.0]0.0(00 |00 [0.0 [0.7

employee 0 0% 0% 1 0% [0% | 0% [0% | 0% | 0% [0% | 0% | 0%
%

Source: Survey Data, 2015

The percentage of decisions taken by the entrepreneur herself increased compared with the
beginning. Also, decisions are taken by both (entrepreneur and the spouse). This has
decreased among all three sectors at present, which means women have received
developments in independent decision-making power. In the same way, women in the food
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and beverage services sector get more power than in the other two sectors. Because in that
sector, women become the leading characters due to their traditional capacity for food
preparation. And that leading role has indirectly influenced women in the food and beverage
services sector to get more power in household decisions than women in the other two
sectors. Also, it is to be noted that women in all three sectors received independent
decision-making power compared with the beginning with the engagement of income
generation activities. However, that was not higher than men.

Table 3: Small-scale enterprise for nature of decision for owner’s future children needs

Nature of decision for owner’s future Children's needs

Situation Gender | Chi-Squar | Conclusion
e
Calculated
Value
Present Male 10.97 There is a relationship between the type of
enterprise and the decision-maker.
Female 1.45 There is no relationship between the type of
enterprise and the decision-maker.

Note: if the chi-square calculated value is greater than the chi-square table value (5.99),
there is a relationship between the selected two variables

Source: Survey Data, 2015

To find the relationship between gender and the nature of the decision for the owner’s future
children's needs, a chi-square test was performed by combining categories to exclude cells
below the expected frequency of 5, and a relationship was found at 10.97 Chi-Square
calculated Value, which exceeds the table value. In addition, that means women in all three
sectors are found to have almost similar patterns. This means no matter the business type they
relate to, the nature of decision-making power for the owner’s future children's needs is less
compared with men in all three sectors, or in other words, there is no significant relationship
among women in decision-making power for the owner’s future children's needs. However,
among the men, there is a significant relationship among sectors.

The following table indicates that gender becomes a significant factor in the decision for an
owner’s future child needs only in the accommodation sector.

Table 4: Small-scale enterprise for nature of decision for owner’s future children needs
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Nature of decision for owner’s future children's needs
Type of Small-Scale | Chi-Square Table Value Chi-Square  Table
Enterprise Value
Beginning Present
Accommodation 0.24 11.86 3.84
Food and Beverage Services 3.77 3.38
Tourism-Affiliated Retail 0.77 0.77
Stores

Source: Survey Data, 2015

However, men in the food and beverage services sectors have shown an increase in
decision-making power compared to the beginning concerning everyday home and children’s
needs. However, in the other two sectors, men decreased decision-making entrepreneurs
themselves out of concern. Since everyday home and children’s needs are more routine
decisions, women in all three sectors could be able to increase their decision-making capacity
than before.

Women hold traditional values of male hegemony in society. They believed their autonomy
depended largely on the practices and norms of the society to which they belonged. However,
when her involvement in economic sharing is of the family, she automatically becomes
empowered in the family setup.

The following discussion is to identify the trend of women's contributions to decision-making
after they become economically empowered.

Mrs, Tharika[4] has been able to succeed through her business while she had able to balance
both her family matters and the business, but she is a single mother who got divorced from
his husband and caring for her two children. And she recalled her unhappy memories as
follows and now she could able to engage her own decisions,

I am a single mother. I have two children. Before I started my own business I was
unaware of what women can do with linking to the outside world. I have more risk in
my children’s future because; I had no regular income to feed my family. In addition,
I had no education or previous work experience. I have to face some discrimination
from my husband's family as well. After being involved in this I identified a skill of
mine. Now I maintained the batik shop with seven employees. Now I feel capable of
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providing a good life for my family. I feel like I have been let out of my prison for the
first time in my life (In-depth Interview, Field data, Female-Headed Small Scale
Enterprise, Tourism Affiliated Retail Stores sector, 2015).

Some women prefer to remain as secondary sex in households due to a lack of confidence in
their opinions, even though they are wage earners these women have not completed their 11
years of school education. Such women are deliberately not involved in decision-making.
Though they are economically empowered, they lack the psychological empowerment to see
themselves as active participants in decision-making on family matters. A factor analysis was
done to make a new variable as Decision Making (DM) power or DM capacity. Then to
check whether there was any relationship between that new variable and the income, a
one-way ANOVA model was run. The output of those two ANOVAs is given below.

Table 5: One-Way ANOVA Model Values for decision-making power or decision-making
capacity and income

Situation P-Value | Conclusion

Beginning 0.040 There is a significant relationship between DM power and
Income.

Present 0.001 There is a significant relationship between DM power and
Income.

Source: Survey Data, 2015

In addition, they fail to realize that they will have more spare time to attend to other tasks.
Women are usually given preference when it comes to domestic work. Some are willing to
accept the values of a patriarchal society. They are less likely to be autonomous in
decision-making. They are unlikely to change because of their unwillingness to break down
the social norms of society. Most women have a lack of choice in engaging in small-scale
enterprises due to the low level of social capacity, like a lack of local business skills.
However, they believed they had a strong capacity for managing household activities.

In analyzing the factors that the decision-making regarding everyday home and children’s
needs at the beginning of the business, women reported having more power in all three
sectors. In the comparison of male and female entrepreneurs, regardless of sector, women
seem to receive greater powers at the beginning of business (Accommodation-34.2%, Food
and Beverages-45.45%, Retail-35.6%).

The majority of decisions are taken by both the entrepreneur and their spouse. Except in the
food and beverage sector, males' contribution to the decision for the owner's children's needs
has increased from the beginning to the present. The highest value under the present situation
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of the business is recorded at 86.80% and it is under the male accommodation sector
decisions taken by both (entrepreneur and spouse). When considering the beginning situation
of the business, the highest value is 8§1.80% and it comes under the food and beverages
sector. The other way that reflects how they get more power in making decisions regarding
everyday home and children’s needs is through their spouse.

The percentages increased more in numbers in a later situation where women are much more
empowered economically. The above shows how the independent decision-making power
regarding their home and children’s needs increased gradually. This shows women get more
power in deciding household and children’s everyday decisions. In deciding what the future
needs of children are, the story is quite different. In matters regarding children, women need
to get more power in the household, regardless of their contribution to the household
economy. Therefore, chi-square analysis found no statistically significant difference found
among genders in terms of the decision-maker for everyday home and children’s needs.

A Pearson correlation test was used to check the relationship between business and personal
decision-making on children (in the present situation of the business). The p-value
corresponding to that test was 0.000, which is less than 0.05 alpha level. Then we can say that
there is a significant relationship between the two variables. And it was a positive correlation
(r=0.354).

Women could able to make slight influence over household choices with the empowerment
they gained from economic independence however still there is a higher possibility (more
than half of the women sample) 57.4% to determine family choices are made by both
partners. A Pearson correlation test was used to check the relationship between
decision-making in business and decision-making in children (in the beginning situation of
the business). The p-value corresponding to that test was 0.000 which is less than 0.05 alpha
level. Then we can say that there is a significant relationship between the two variables.
Moreover, it was a positive correlation (r = 0.471).

Women in the food and beverage services sector have gained more DM power (54.54%) than
the other two sectors in deciding children’s future needs. The traditional capacity of the
leading role in food preparation has led women to take part in decisions at the household
levels. The same is evident when the owner of a food and beverage shop is by a man whose
decision-making capacity with the help of his spouse has an increase of 72.7%, which
indicates that indirectly, a man's spouse gets more power though they are not directly taking
part in the business.
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4.2.3. Decisions regarding children’s future needs

Figure 2: Decision maker for children’s future needs - At present and the beginning of the

business
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Deciding the future needs of the children men appears as the main decision-maker in every
sector. Women in all three sectors tend to have the least power in decision-making regarding
the future needs of the children they have. The future needs of children include decisions
regarding their tertiary education, dowries, housing, investments, marriages, etc. Usually, in
Sri Lanka, as a patriarchal culture, future decisions are mainly decided by male partners. This
pattern is also common among entrepreneurs in SSE as well.

Both entrepreneurs and spouses also give a considerable contribution to decisions for their
children's future needs, with a majority recorded for men in the sector of food and beverages.
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The majority of their spouses are found to be assisting their family business for various
reasons. And as the sector required food preparation as a salient feature, women contributed
much to their husband’s businesses. Therefore, in the same way, they could be able to regain
power in decision-making compared with their spouses in the other two sectors. However, if
the business is owned by women, this pattern was not evident in the food and beverages
sector.

The following has shown the nature of the relationship between gender and the children’s
future needs in each sector. And except for the present situation in the food and beverage
sector, all other sectors have a significant relationship to the above-mentioned variables.

Table 6: Nature of small-scale enterprise decision for owner’s future children needs

Decision maker for children’s future needs
Type of Small-Scale | Chi-Square Table Value Chi-Square  Table
Enterprise Value
Beginning Present
Accommodation 40.65 50.90 3.84
Food and Beverage Services 20.50 0.61
Tourism-Affiliated Retail 76.13 97.24
Stores

Source: Survey Data, 2015

Seen in the observation that, the woman who responded to the interview has wiped out her
tears. She was holding a look at the shop signboard for some time and kept away with a long
sigh. Her behavior indicated the disappointed and dissatisfied life in the business. She was
reasoned with her silent role in the business. Mrs. Geetha[5] revealed her story,

As a married woman, I am under my husband’s power. I cannot lead the
family. My husband is the one able to decide the family matters and all my
children’s future needs. Such as he is the one who decides children’s all
educational plans and their future paths. I have to support his decisions by
agreeing with them (In-depth Interviews, Filed Data, Small Scale
Entrepreneurs, Food and Beverages sector, 2015).
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However, the situation has improved a bit when women get economically empowered
compared with the past, yet those powers are not beyond men’s power.

To find the relationship between gender and the nature of decisions for children’s future
needs in each sector, a chi-square test was performed by combining categories to exclude
cells below the expected frequency of 5, and a 42.95 chi-square calculated value was found,
which exceeds the table value. And that denotes women in all three sectors are found to have
almost similar patterns in which no matter the business type they relate to, the nature of
decision-making power for the owner’s future children's needs is less compared with men in
all three sectors. Or in other words, no significant relationship among women in
decision-making power for the owner’s future children's needs. However, among the men,
there is a significant relationship among sectors.

Table 7: Nature of small-scale enterprise decision for decision-maker for children’s future

needs
Decision maker for children’s future needs
Situation Gender Chi-Square | Conclusion
Calculated
Value
Present Male 42.95 There is a relationship between the type of
enterprise and the decision-maker.
Female 1.84 There is no relationship between the type of
enterprise and the decision-maker.
Note: if the chi-square calculated value is greater than the chi-square table value (5.99),
there is a relationship between the selected two variables

Source: Survey Data, 2015

Women in the food and beverage services sectors get the most power (13.63%) compared to
men in the other two sectors. Women in food and beverage services get that power due to
their leading skill of food preparation as the main task. As Sri Lankan women are primary
caregivers to the family, the main responsibility of food preparation for the household is done
mainly by women (Kodagoda, 2011). As there is no significant difference in food preparation
for their business, this sector of women has skills in their task. Therefore, this has influenced
them to get more power in decision-making on the future needs of children. The same is
cross-checked by the % of spouse involvement to the men entrepreneurs in the Food and
Beverage Services sector. That also reflects a higher number (72.7%). which indicates the
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level of mediation and determines the capacity of their decision-making power at the
household level.

When analyzing statistical differences among the sectors, only men in the accommodation
sector were found to have a significant difference (c2 (1) = 14.81, p .05 = 0.005) in deciding
their children’s future needs based on the present status because men in the accommodation
sector were found to have more capital and property value than other men in the next two
sectors. However, in the case of women in the accommodation sector, their capacities in this
regard are lower than those of women in the food and beverage services sector.

This has shown how women restrict their participation in household decision-making.
Supporting women’s participation in household decision-making was necessary to empower
women. Women still experience their traditional family life in which they play a subordinate
role in decision-making. Women who are not experiencing such subordination in the family
role are more likely to be active in taking decisions on family matters. Women who hold
secondary sex positions in the household, on the other hand, have less power in
decision-making capacities. The following subsection has brought that into the discussion.

It contributes to the gender gap between men and women. Economic status in the household
emerged as the leading factor, along with their autonomy in decision-making. In addition,
women with lower education were considered powerless, with little decision-making
capacity. This has justified women's playing a subordinate role in financial management.
Changes in women’s decision-making capacities affect women's taking part in
decision-making in the household.

5. Conclusions

Traditionally, both society and women themselves hold negative perceptions of women’s
autonomy at the household level, believing autonomy is awful and, at times, dishonorable for
their male counterparts (Haque et al., 2011). Also, studies have found that women in
developing countries who engaged in remunerative employment were able to change
household bargaining power (Luke and Munshi, 2011). This study contributed to this
discussion on changes that happened to women entrepreneurs’ ability to decision-make at the
household level.

One important contribution to the literature that this study made is to show that tourism
women’s decision-making power depends on the nature of decisions taken at the household
level. Also, there is a sectoral difference found among women. This context-specific
influence has brought changes in women’s entrepreneurial decision-making power compared
to the times when they were unemployed. When women take charge of deciding the future
needs of their children, men appear as the main decision-makers in every sector. Women in
all three sectors tend to have the least power in decision-making regarding the future needs of
the children they have.
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In addition, women received developments in independent decision-making power regarding
everyday home and children’s needs. There, women in the food and beverage services sector
get more power than in the other two sectors. However, no matter the business type, they
relate the nature of decision-making power for the owner’s future children's needs is less
compared with men in all three sectors. In the same matter, among men, there is a significant
relationship found among sectors. The main issue was that, despite advancements, women
continue to play traditional roles assigned by patriarchal society. As a result, the
empowerment challenge aims to address the gender-based barriers that women entrepreneurs
face. The need for tourism to empower women socially, politically, and economically is very
important because women may face the greatest hardships and inequalities in comparison to
male entrepreneurs. This study is limited to three sectors in the tourism industry in
Hikkaduwa Urban Council in Sri Lanka and is limited to one ethnicity. To address ethnic
differences and broaden the area of research, further studies are needed to cover other sectors
as well as ethnicities to find the nature of the decision-making ability of women entrepreneurs
in small-scale enterprises.

References

Ayadurai, S. (2006). An insight into the" constraints" faced by women entrepreneurs in a
war-torn area: a case study of the northeast of Sri Lanka. Journal of Asia Entrepreneurship
and Sustainability, 2(1), 3-17

Bakker, M. (2019). A conceptual framework for identifying the binding constraints to
tourism-driven inclusive growth. Tourism Planning & Development, 16(5), 575-590.

Bates, T. (2002). Restricted access to markets characterizes women-owned businesses.
Journal of business venturing, 17, 313-324.

Baum, T. (2013). International perspectives on women and work in hotels, catering and
tourism. International Labor Organization. Sub-Sector working paper, 289.

Baum, T., Cheung, C., Kong, H., Kralj, A., Mooney, S., Ramachandran, S., Dropuli¢ Ruzi¢,
M. & Siow, M.L. (2016). Sustainability and the tourism and hospitality workforce: A
thematic analysis. Sustainability, 8(809), 1-21

Bernard, D.K., Kevin, L.L.T. and Khin, A.A. (2016). Entrepreneurial success through
microfinance services among women entrepreneurs in Sri Lanka: A pilot study and overview
of the findings. International Journal of Economics and Financial Issues, 6(3),1144-1150.

Bradshaw, S. (2013). Women’s decision-making in rural and urban households in Nicaragua:
the influence of income and ideology. Environment and Urbanization, 25(1), 81-94.

Campos, A.P.D., Pavanello, S. and Pozarny, P. (2015). Qualitative Research on women’s
Economic Empowerment and Social protection - Available at
http://www.fao.org/3/a-14420e.pdf (Accessed on 22/02/2017).



199

Debnath, S. (2015). The impact of household structure on female autonomy in developing
countries. The Journal of Development Studies, 51(5), 485-502.

Galbin, A., (2014). An introduction to social constructionism. Social Research Reports, (26),
82-92.

Glover, S. H., Bumpus, M. A., Sharp, G. F., & Munchus, G. A. (2002). Gender differences in
ethical decision making. Women in Management Review, 17(5), 217-227.

Handaragama S. (2010). Tourism and Gender Relations; A Sociological Analysis. Colombo:
Sadeepa Publishers

Haque, M., Islam, T.M., Tareque, M.I. and Mostofa, M. (2011). Women empowerment or
autonomy: A comparative view in Bangladesh context. Bangladesh e-journal of Sociology,
8(2), 17-30

Harris, R. (2012). Introduction to Decision Making. Available: http:// www. Virtualsalt.com/
crebook5.htm (Accessed on 19/03/2015).

Heilbrunn, S. (2004). Impact of gender on difficulties faced by entrepreneurs. The
International Journal of Entrepreneurship and Innovation, 5(3), 159-165.

Holloway, K., Niazi, Z. and Rouse, R. (2017). Women’s economic empowerment through
financial inclusion: A review of existing evidence and remaining knowledge gaps.
Innovations for Poverty Action.

http://www.sltda.lk/sites/default/files/sltda-annual-report-2018-english.pdf

Ilhaamie, A. G. A., Arni, B. S., Rosmawani, C.H., & Al-Banna, M. H. (2014). Challenges of
Muslim women entrepreneurs in Malaysian SMEs. International Journal of Innovation,
Management and Technology, 5(6), 428-.433

Iwu, C. G. & Nxopo, Z. ( 2015). The unique obstacles of female entrepreneurship in the
tourism industry in Western Cape, South Africa. Commonwealth Youth and Development,
13(2), 55-71.

Jayaweera, S. (1999). Women in Sri Lanka: Country briefing paper. Asian Development
Bank, Manila.

Jordan, F. (1997). An occupational hazard? Sex segregation in tourism employment. Tourism
Management, 18(8), 525-534.

Kattara, H. (2005). Career challenges for female managers in Egyptian hotels. International
Journal of Contemporary Hospitality Management.

Kodagoda, D.T.D. (2011), “Gendered moral rationalities in combining motherhood and
employment a case study of Sri Lanka”, Ph.D., Department of Social Sciences and
Humanities, University of Bradford.


http://www.sltda.lk/sites/default/files/sltda-annual-report-2018-english.pdf
http://www.sltda.lk/sites/default/files/sltda-annual-report-2018-english.pdf

200

Liu, A., and Wall, G. (2006). Planning tourism employment: a developing country
perspective. Tourism Management, 27(1), 159-170.

Lokuhetty, A., Jayawardena, C.C. and Mudadeniya, D. (2013). Developing a shared vision
for tourism in post-war Sri Lanka. Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism Themes, 5(5),
486-494.

Luke, N. and Munshi, K., (2011). Women as agents of change: Female income and mobility
in India. Journal of Development Economics, 94(1), 1-17.

Mare, A.Le. (2012). ‘Show the world to women and they can do it’: Southern Fair Trade
Enterprise as agents of empowerment. Gender and Development. 20(1). 95-109.

Ministry of Transport, Environment and Women Affairs. (2015). National Plan of Action for
Women in Sri Lanka —Towards Gender Equity. Colombo: Ministry of Transport,
Environment and Women Affairs.

Nsengimana, S. (2017). Challenges to women entrepreneurship in Kigali, Rwanda (Doctoral
dissertation, Cape Peninsula University of Technology).

Otobe, N. (2013). Employment Globalization, employment and gender in the open economy
of Sri Lanka - Available at http://www.ilo.org/wcmspS/groups/public/ ed _emp/documents /
publication/ wems_ 212721.pdf (Accessed on 15/01/2017).

Park, D. (1996). Gender role, decision style and leadership style. Women in management
Review, 11(8), 13-17.

Rijkers, B. and Costa, R. (2012). Gender and rural non-farm entrepreneurship. The World
Bank.

Said-Foqahaa, N. and Maziad, M. (2011). Arab women: Duality of deprivation in
decision-making under patriarchal authority. Hawwa, 9(1-2), 234-272.

Saini, B. (2014). Women entrepreneurs in India: Emerging issues and challenges. The
International Journal of Business and Management, 2(2), p.30.

Semasinghe, D. (2014). Empowering women entrepreneurs through Microfinance in Jaffna
District, Sri Lanka: Challenges and Scenarios.

Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority. (2018). Monthly Tourist Arrivals Report January
2018. Colombo: Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority.

Sultana, A. (2010). Patriarchy and Women s Subordination: A Theoretical Analysis. Arts
Faculty Journal, 1-18.

Surangi, H.A.K.N.S., (2012). Gender differences in constraints faced by micro-entrepreneurs
in Sri Lanka. South Asian Journal of Marketing and Management Research, 2(6), 1-21.



201

Surangi, H.A.K.N.S. (2018). What influences the networking behaviours of female
entrepreneurs?. International Journal of Gender and Entrepreneurship, 10(2), 116-133.

Vithanage, D.S. (2015). Understanding the Nature and Scope of Patriarchy in Sri Lanka:
How Does it Operate in the Institution of Marriage? - Available at
http://repository.stcloudstate.edu/socresp etds/3/ (Accessed on 24/01/2017).

Welmilla, 1., Weerakkody, W.A.S. and Ediriweera, A.N. (2011). The impact of demographic
factors of entrepreneurs on the development of SMEs in the tourism industry in Sri Lanka.
Faculty of Commerce and Management Studies, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka.

Wijeyeratnam, 1. and Perera, T., (2013). Barriers to women’s entrepreneurship: SME sector in
Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan Journal of Management, 18, 51-81.

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and
the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), (2011). Global report on women in tourism,
2010. World Tourism Organization, Madrid, Spain.

[1] Mrs. Wathsala is a pseudonym used for a female-owned small-scale entrepreneur in the
food and beverages sector who has run her business for 10 years.

[2] Mrs Chandralatha is a Pseudonym used for Female owned small scale entrepreneur,
Accomodation Sector who runs her business for 6 years

[3] Mrs Padmini is a Pseudonym used for Female owned small scale entrepreneur,
Accommodation Sector who runs her business for 9 years

[4] Mrs, Tharika is a pseudonym used for Female-owned Small Scale Enterprise in Retail
Store sector who runs her business for 10 years.

[5] Mrs. Geetha is a pseudonym used for female-owned small scale entrepreneur in Food and
Beverages sector who runs her business for 5 years
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Abstract

The research issue that prompted this article was the lack of enthusiasm by the Sri Lankan
university undergraduate and postgraduate students for anthropological research. Even if
there are many opportunities for anthropological analysis concerning Sri Lankan society, the
present generation prefers to engage mostly in quantitative research. Based on that point, the
objective of this article was to introduce one of the leading anthropologists of the world and
his remarkable stature to the contemporary reading public. During this article, the reader will
be able to understand the exemplary characteristics of a role model in theory and practice.
The use of contexts for research, the methods implemented, the theories developed, and the
skills the emerging anthropologists should have can be identified when Malinowski’s life and
works are analyzed. It has been noted that anthropological and indigenous studies are dying
in Sri Lanka. Even the limited number of qualitative research conducted wanting the
sophistication of critical thinking, and the knowledge of theory and methods. It can be
assumed that the present generation presumes that the primitive elements in societies are
unimportant against globalization. So the reading of this article would initiate enthusiasm
among early career researchers and undergraduates to set and follow the latest standards in
social and cultural anthropology. Introducing one of the greatest anthropologists who
researched and documented indigenous societies would be a timely move for at least those
who are interested in this discipline.

Keywords: Anthropology, Ethnography, Field Research, Functionalism, Indigenous Lives


http://www.sab.ac.lk/
http://www.sab.ac.lk
mailto:director@cikcs.sab.ac.lk
mailto:upul1964@gmail.com

203

A Brief Introduction to His Early Life

Bronislaw Kasper Malinowski popularly known as Bronislaw Malinowski was born on April
7, 1884, and died on May 16, 1942. He was a Polish national and reputed in the discipline of
Anthropology to be one of the most influential anthropologists of the twentieth century. He is
considered the father of modern anthropology and the father of field research (Cassar,
January 30, 2022). When he was born, Poland was a part of Austria. He was a descendant of
a well-known Polish family. His father, Lucjan Malinowski, was a professor of Slavic[1]
Philology[2], and his mother, J6zefa, née Lacka, was a member of a moderate land-owning
family. He received his undergraduate education at Jagiellonian University, Poland. Even
though he commenced his studies in mathematics and physical sciences, continuous illnesses
forced him into social sciences, mainly philosophy and education. In 1908 he secured a
doctorate in philosophy for the thesis titled ‘On the principle of the economy of thought’
(1906).

His illness has made him travel to suitable destinations like many other well-to-do individuals
preferred in the West during that time and he had the opportunity to be familiar with diverse
cultural environments in Italy, the Canary Islands [France], Finland, North Africa, and
Western Asia. From 1909 to 1910 he was at the University of Leipzig, Germany where he
had the opportunity to study under Karl Bucher (Economist) and Wilhelm Wundt
(Psychologist). It was later revealed that the text, The Golden Bough written by James Frazer
in 1890 prompted his interest in anthropology. Incidentally when he went to the London
School of Economics [LSE] in 1910 as a postgraduate student one of his mentors was C. G.
Seligman, the Head of the Department of Ethnology, who visited Sri Lanka to study the
indigenous community of Veddas in Sri Lanka.

From London, he then travelled to Australia in 1914 to take part in a conference in Papua
New Guinea. He was aided by the British Association for the Advancement of the Sciences
[BAAS]. In this research team, he was the secretary to another famous British ethnologist, R.
R. Marett who introduced the concept of ‘ména’. Even though Malinowski did not plan to
stay long, the outbreak of World War I forced him to stay for a longer period. His country
was fighting against the allied forces, especially, Britain. Because of his Polish ethnicity, he
feared negative consequences, so he abstained from returning to England. This visit marked
his first experience with field research in anthropology. This has led to a better foundation for
his later field research in Trobriand Islands. During this period in Trobriand Islands, he had
the opportunity to investigate the ‘kula ring’ — a form of gift exchange - using the data
collection methods of participant observation and interview. Based on these experiences, he
has published numerous scholarly works that would be discussed later in this article.

After World War I ended, he came back to England in 1920. He acknowledged the offer given
to him by the LSE as a lecturer overlooking the position he was offered by the Jagiellonian
University in Poland. During his stay at the LSE, he developed it to be the center of
excellence in anthropology in Europe. After a series of promotions for his intellectual and
academic contribution, in 1927 he was promoted to the post of full professor. Since then his
contribution to the propagation of anthropology as an autonomous discipline was remarkable.
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He started to join hands with many international organizations such as the Polish Academy of
Arts and Sciences [PAAS] and the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences
[RNAAS] and continue to conduct his field studies in anthropology in British East Africa and
Southern Africa.

His first visit to the USA in 1926 later created numerous opportunities for him to teach, and
conduct research in the USA. He studied the Hopi Indians during this period with the aid of
the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Fellowship. As World War II broke out, he had to
undergo the same experience as in World War 1. He had to stay in the USA and while staying
there he was criticizing the Nazi regime in Germany, as a result, his books were banned in
Germany. He was fortunate enough to receive a position at Yale University as a visiting
professor. He had many interests in different elements of society like religion, economy, and
communication that he was constantly interested in. Till his death in 1942, he lived in the
USA.

The Ethnographic Research Conducted

Malinowski was noted for his ethnographic research conducted during his lifetime.
According to Robben and Sluka (2015), ethnography is ‘the investigation and description of
cultures and societies through fieldwork’ (p.178). Cassar (October 27, 2022) mentions
ethnography as the ‘research methodology that involves observing and studying people in
their natural environment’. As a branch of cultural anthropology, ethnography can be

identified as a ‘branch of anthropology that deals with the scientific description of specific
human cultures’ (Okely, 2011). Based on these three basic definitions, the work of
Malinowski can be evaluated. He used participant observation as the data collection
technique to study the behaviour of indigenous people in their natural environments.
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Bronistaw Malinowski on the Trobriand Islands, 1918

Source: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/Isehistory/2017/06/13/bronislaw-malinowski-lse-pioneer-of-social-anthropolo
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At a time when there was less fieldwork in many disciplines, he was instrumental in
popularizing anthropology as an independent discipline with resounding theories and
methods. One of the criticisms against the social sciences was that most of the early social
and anthropological philosophers like Comte, Marx, Frazer, and Tylor have been armchair
researchers. It was Malinowski who broke that tradition, took anthropology ‘off the veranda’
(Kuper, 1973), and paved the way for the new work environment in field research. There are
records that the early European scholars got to know about the non-Western territories mainly
through the information given by travelers, missionaries, and colonial officers (Kuper, 1973).
Ethnography with participant observation and interviews provided the necessary background
to understand the day-to-day lives of the respondents.

Ethnographic research had many advantages (Aktar, 2020). The researcher meets the
respondents face-to-face in their familiar environment where the respondent is free to behave
in that natural setting. The researcher has a first-hand understanding of the issues faced by the
respondent. According to Kuper (1973)

‘A typical piece of intensive work is one in which the worker lives for a year or more
among a community [...] and studies every detail of their life and culture; in which he
comes to know every member of the community personally’ (p.7).

Since the respondent is present, any clarification regarding the [misJunderstanding can be
questioned in a friendly manner. The rapport developed over time will provide the intimacy
the researcher yearns to get the difficult matters clarified. In ‘the Argonauts of the Western
Pacific’ (1922) he mentioned that the main objective of the ethnographer is to ‘grasp the
native's point of view, his relation to life, to realize his vision of his world’ (p. 25). His
description of participant observation was

‘it is good for the Ethnographer sometimes to leave the camera, notebook, and pencil,
and join what is going on. He can take part in the natives’ games. He can follow them
on their visits, walks, sit, listen, and share in their conversations’ (Malinowski, 1922,
p. 22).

The world of the indigenous people should be seen through their eyes only, not of the
Westerner, any other outsider, or researcher. In the 1930s his research interests were directed
toward Africa and started working with the International African Institute. During colonial
times, many Westerners, including administrators and researchers, thought that they were
superior and the colonized natives were inferior.

Malinowski shares the weaknesses he had as a novice in his early stages as an anthropologist
and those are of immeasurable value to the newcomers to the field. Pre-preparation about the
language of the community, and a thorough understanding of their behaviour and customs are
crucial to anyone who ventures to begin fieldwork in an alien community. The absence of
those aspects will never make the anthropological researcher a successful individual in
collecting reliable and valid data. He vehemently criticized using secondhand information as
a researcher. If one needs to have a proper understanding of a qualitative study, the researcher
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has to present personally in that environment. But we have to be careful of the reliability of
all his writings since his diary published after his death (1967) raises many concerns about
the true nature of what he has written.

Textual Accomplishments

Any reader of anthropology gets surprised by the number of publications Malinowski
produced during his career. He had been producing a textbook or a publication with each
research he has conducted. From his first field visit to Toulon Island (Mailu Island), and
Woodlark Island, till his death when he was planning to conduct another fieldwork, his
research life has been gifted with his versatile skills as a prolific prose writer. Some of the
prominent textbooks he has written and published are given below. Apart from these, he has
written in Polish as well. A notable aspect is that he has written a lot about sex in these
communities which very rarely scholars dared to investigate and write about during his time.

e The Family Among the Australian Aborigines, B. Malinowski, 1913

e The Natives of Mailu, B. Malinowski, 1915

e Baloma: The Spirits of the Dead in the Trobriand Islands, B. Malinowski, 1916
e Argonauts of the Western Pacific, B. Malinowski, 1922

e Ethnology and the Study of Society, B. Malinowski, 1922

e Crime and Custom in Savage Society, B. Malinowski, 1926

e Sex and Repression in Savage Society, B. Malinowski, 1927

e Culture: The Diffusion Controversy, Alexander Goldenweiser, B. Malinowski,
Grafton Elliott Smith, and Herbert Spinden, 1927

e The Sexual Life of Savages in North-Western Melanesia, B. Malinowski, 1929
e Practical Anthropology, B. Malinowski, 1929
e (Coral Gardens and their Magic, B. Malinowski, 1935
o Culture as a Determinant of Behavior, B. Malinowski, 1936
o The Group and the Individual in Functional Analysis, B. Malinowski, 1939
e The Pan-African Problem of Culture Contact, B. Malinowski, 1943
Published Posthumously
e A Scientific Theory of Culture and Other Essays, B. Malinowski, 1944
e The Dynamics of Culture Change, B. Malinowski, 1945

e Freedom and Civilization, B. Malinowski, 1947
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e Magic, Science and Religion, and Other Essays, B. Malinowski, 1948
e Sex, Culture, and Myth (1962),
e A Diary in the Strict Sense of the Term, B. Malinowski, 1967

e The Early Writings of Bronislaw Malinowski (1993)

Out of all the books he has written, a special discussion will be developed on ‘The Argonauts
of the Western Pacific’ (1922). Presently, the location that became the focus of his field study
is called the Kiriwana Island Chain in Papua New Guinea. The gift-giving system; the kula
ring, of the Trobriand islanders was his main concern. The text is the first of the trilogy and
the second and third were ‘The Sexual Life of Savages in North-Western Melanesia’ (1929),
and ‘Coral Gardens and their Magic’ (1935). In these texts, he was interested in the trade,
sex, magic, rituals, and religion of these indigenous peoples.

Even though he was a stranger to these communities, he found the intangible cultural heritage
of these indigenous communities has been nourishing. Seemingly simple in superficial terms
for an outsider, but a keen observer in anthropology could perceive the value of human
relationships, status, customs, traditions, beliefs, rituals, values, attitudes, and practices to a
greater extent. He felt that without immersing himself in these native cultures he would not
have been able to comprehend them accurately. So these are vital lessons for the upcoming
researchers of anthropology.

Theoretical and Conceptual Contributions

The common belief among academia is that evolutionary theory sets the precedence over all
the subsequent sociological and anthropological theories. Colonization, especially, the
maritime expansion of the Europeans, changed the simple, social structure of the natives in an
unprecedented manner. The remarkable differences between the industrializing and
modernizing West, especially Europe, and the traditional non-West met at a crucial juncture
in human history. The explorers, traders, navigators, invaders, and missionaries got a glimpse
of the Asian and African traditions and started studying these primitive societies and their
different cultural elements.

Malinowski from the European West also had the same experience. The new societies he was
exposed to in the non-Western territories had been different from his own. The reading of
‘The Golden Bough’ (1890), even though later he had many differences with James Frazer,
changed his understanding of human society. Malinowski has been accredited to be the
pioneer of the prominent sociological school of thought, functionalism. His functional
explanation of society highlights the specific function each social element performs and the
institutional interdependence in society. Understanding the totality of all these functions and
their interrelations provides the basis for the anthropologist to comprehend the culture of a
community.
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The differences in analyzing and describing the society, A. R. Radcliffe-Brown, had been
notable. Malinowski opined that culture and its numerous elements decided the life of an
individual in society. The simplest understanding or explanation of his ‘biocultural or
psychological functionalism’ is that when individual needs are met, then, automatically
society becomes a peaceful place to live. Malinowski was the one who promoted the concept
of ‘cultural relativism’. The Westerners during colonial times professed that some societies
have ‘high cultures’ while some are having ‘low cultures’. But Malinowski expressed that
each culture is unique. Each culture should be understood, studied, and based on its specific
features inherent to it. Western culture should not be a benchmark for an evaluation of the
colonized cultures.

He insisted that the basic biological needs, group affiliations, and cultural sentiments are the
key, primary needs of an individual. In all his field studies he was interested in the totality of
the indigenous culture - the behaviour of people, their feelings, opinions, beliefs, values,
attitudes, and motives. Being a hunter he had many encounters with the local communities
irrespective of time. All these contexts helped him to observe their actions of ceremonies and
rites. Malinowski’s main argument in his theory of needs was ‘culture exists to meet the
universal biological, psychological and social needs of an individual’ (Moberg, 2012, p.194).

Even during Malinowski's time, there were ongoing theoretical rivalries regarding the
ideologies. The LSE was dominated by ‘the social evolutionists’, while the Cambridge
University contemporaries were ‘ritualists’ and the University College, London ‘the
diffusionists’. Against this turbulent context, Malinowski introduced his ideals of
functionalism. Malinowski worked hard to purify the ethnographic research with his
contemporary [and sometimes rival], A. R. Radcliffe Brown even though they had
disagreements regarding the theoretical explanations. Malinowski did not agree with the
notion of Sigmund Freud’s Oedipus Complex[3]. He expressed that such psychological
complexes are not universal but specific to each society. In ‘Sex and repression in savage
society (1927), he introduced a cross-cultural psychological view.

‘Kinship’ has been another concept that Malinowski studied in his field research. In every
primitive society he studied, he observed and concluded that kinship plays an important role
in their day-to-day social encounters. According to the Western idea, opposite-sex relations
between the parent and child are repressed due to punishment or social stigma. But
Malinowski did not reveal such features in the primitive societies he studied. Every activity
in primitive communities has been contributing to the healthy functioning of that community.
The myths, rituals, beliefs, and practices also had the logic for the ethnographer who delve
too deep into their behaviour.

Those Western scholars expressed and etched into Euro-centric discourse that the
non-Western, especially the colonized, societies are savage, simple, uncivilized, primitive,
unsophisticated, and not developed at all. By this time the most prominent evolutionary
theory was the unilinear evolutionary theory. This unilinear social evolutionary idea — the
social Darwinist idea, has been challenged by Malinowski. He argued that with the diversity
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of societies and the pace with which different societies change, there cannot be a universal
evolutionary pattern among all primitive societies.

Based on the experiences he had with the natives, Malinowski explained that they are also
similar to the Westerners in logical thinking and reasoning. The native societies and their
structures are also complex but not seen superficially like in Western societies. Anyone who
lives in those societies and has many encounters only can perceive this complexity. Because
of this reason, Malinowski was more prone to the American anthropological school headed
by Franz Boas rather than the British anthropological tradition.

‘Reciprocity’ is another concept perpetuated by Malinoski. The exchange of goods in
traditional societies had been termed a ‘barter system’, but among the Trobriand Islanders,
the exchange of gifts goes beyond a mere exchange. Malinowski identified that the ‘Kula
ring’ system promoted, trade, social communication, social status, and many other concepts
related to culture. While his study of traditional economic relations paved way for the
subdiscipline ‘econmic anthropology’, the text ‘Sex and repression in savage society’ (1927)
was believed to initiate the subdiscipline ‘legal anthropology’.

Appraisals and Criticisms

Young (2004) when writing the biography of Malinowski highlighted the most remarkable
qualities of an anthropologist; keen observation, writing skills, vernacular linguistic
competencies, and lucid explanations of what he has seen and felt. Malinowski had all these
qualities and he was well-received during his time and even now as a forerunner of the
anthropologist who pioneered a revolutionary paradigm shift in conceptual, theoretical, and
methodological dimensions. When he was introducing the knowledge of culture, it was E. B.
Tylor (1871) who dominated this concept. One criticism was that Malinowski was unable to
provide anything new other than what Tylor (1871) said. So, it was estimated that he was not
as innovative as he was portrayed in subsequent appraisals. But Clifford Geertz (1973)
counterargues saying that the symbolic dimension Maloniwski had highlighted had been a
novel phenomenon considering the time gap between him and Tylor (1871).

Another accusation against Malinowski was how he is going to generalize his findings of a
small-scale, isolated community to all the other primitive/indigenous communities in the
world. In anthropological studies, the researcher has to struggle with these limitations. Field
research is time-consuming since it is longitudinal. The researcher has to develop all the
technical skills to obtain the necessary data from the community in which he lives. So, these
become case studies in anthropology where generalizations are impossible. Then the
questions arise against the validity and reliability. There can be some similarities in many of
these but the generalizations pose many questions to answer with.

The common theme that runs across all his field research is culture. It is a known fact that the
culture of a society is constructed by the people who live in that specific society. When an
anthropologist resides in a society for a longer period he or she experiences the changes that
take place in that culture. The question unanswered has been how an anthropologist
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concludes while being in a culture on the move. By the time he was living in Trobriand
Islands, the society has been in transition even though the changes are invisible due to the
slowness of the transition.

Another critical point was the difference between the true life he had lived on these islands
and the life he had mentioned in his books. He has proved to the reader of his texts that he
had been a highly successful anthropological research life. But the field diary (1967)
published after his death proved otherwise. According to Barret (2009), his relationships with
the natives had not been genuine. So doubts are looming about the accuracy of his writing.
How he has maintained objectivity in field research where a lot of subjectivity comes into
play has not been clear to the reader. These contradictions later belittle the popularity and the
goodwill he has earned while he was living. Even though the accuracy of these facts can be
challenged all these facts are extremely good examples for a newcomer to anthropology
research to be aware of.

He may have his weaknesses and professional shortcomings but his efforts are worth reading.
The concepts, theories, and methods he has introduced provide the later generations to
continue in different directions. There have been many notable contributions later came from
those who got influenced by Malinowski’s works. Some of his students are Raymond Firth,
Meyer Fortes, Jomo Kenyatta, Edmund Leach, Lucy Mair, E. E. Evans-Pritchard, and
Margaret Mead.

Conclusion

Whatever was said and done, Malinowski has been credited for making British social
anthropology ‘an ahistorical study’ from the point of view of speculation and history (Young,
2004). Tylor (1871) and Frazer (1890) had been relying on historical facts about the societies
they had been studying. Malinowski’s macro-level analysis, functional analysis of society,
assisted him in describing the social structure of the societies he had studied. According to his
writings, the interrelated and interdependent nature of social institutions can be clearly
understood. Different elements in those societies, social institutions, have specific functions
to perform. Individual and collective behaviours have been the result of these functions.

The use of participant observation in anthropological field research has introduced a new
dimension to subsequent researchers, not only in anthropology but in many other disciplines
as well. His academic and professional stature extended outside Britain, especially, to the
USA. As most disciplines have a speedier progression in the American academic and
research circles, his getting introduced to the USA has been a vital sign for the advancement
of the concepts, theories, and methods of anthropology. Malinowski’s presence in Africa was
funded by Rockefeller Foundation and his field research in Africa made the neglected
cultural sentiments of African lives better recognized and researched (Forster, 1994).

Traditional sociological functionalism rarely discusses and promotes social change but
stability. The harmony and equilibrium of the different institutions in society maintain the
social order. But Malinowski’s ideas about the natives are different. Society relies on the
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actions of individuals. When individuals interact, and when they get their needs fulfilled the
social order continues; thus social change. Stocking (1983) comments that the ‘customary
practices, and beliefs and how the psychology of those individuals might lead them to
generate change’. But many changes have taken place in every aspect of research since the
times of Malinowski.

Today ethnographic research is not limited to far-off, primitive societies, there is urban
ethnography. There are urban communities that display similar characteristics to rural
societies. Those become the study places of urban ethnographers. Similarly, there are no
attempts to rely only on qualitative methods like participant observation and interviews but
mixed methods. The researchers are interested in collecting both qualitative and quantitative
data and complementing each when and where necessary. Triangulation has been a notable
phenomenon. According to Bryman (2015), triangulation is ‘the use of different data
collection techniques within one study to ensure that the data are telling you what you think
they are telling you’ (p.146).

Anthropology has got integrated with many other disciplines to design and conduct
interdisciplinary, cross-disciplinary, and transdisciplinary research (Antonius and Sulka,
2006). Modern ethnographic fieldwork is done not only on the outside but inside places like
museums, archives, collections in libraries, and any other place where ethnological research
gets facilitated (Okley, 2011). Even though these become in-house studies, there are many
opportunities to unravel the hidden anthropological knowledge to the outside world. Finally,
modern anthropologists have to consider the ethical dilemmas the generation of Malinowski
had not faced. There are so many institutionalized coverages relating to human rights issues
and the researchers have to take all the necessary steps to preserve and adhere to those ethics
when conducting anthropological studies.
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[1]1 Slavic - relating to or denoting the branch of the Indo-European language family that
includes Russian, Ukrainian, and Belorussian (East Slavic), Polish, Czech, Slovak, and
Sorbian (West Slavic), and Bulgarian, Serbian, Croatian, Macedonian, and Slovene (South
Slavic).

[2] Philology - the branch of knowledge that deals with the structure, historical development,
and relationships of a language or languages.

[3] The attachment of the child to the parent of the opposite sex, accompanied by envious and
aggressive feelings toward the parent of the same sex.


https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0300102941/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0300102941&linkCode=as2&tag=newworldencyc-20&linkId=83df4bed72539f2a52beb06a1d71be79

