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EDITORIAL NOTE

It is with great pleasure that we present the ten issues of the second volume of Akyana
- Narrations. This milestone represents a significant step in our ongoing commitment
to fostering a vibrant platform for scholarly dialogue and advancing knowledge in the
fields of Indigenous Knowledge and Community Studies.

Akyana (Narrations) is a refereed, open-access, biannual, peer-reviewed e-journal
published by the Center for Indigenous Knowledge and Community Studies,
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka. The journal is dedicated to supporting
researchers, academics, professionals, and practitioners by providing an inclusive
space to disseminate their scholarly work to the global academic community. Through
this initiative, we seek to promote the sharing and recognition of Indigenous
knowledge across countries and cultures.

The successful publication of this volume is the result of collective effort and
collaboration. I extend my sincere gratitude to the authors whose valuable
contributions form the foundation of this issue. I also wish to acknowledge our
reviewers for their rigorous evaluations and scholarly insights, which uphold the
quality and credibility of the journal. Special appreciation is due to our Text Editor for
their meticulous dedication in refining and finalizing the manuscripts.

On behalf of the editorial team, [ warmly invite readers to engage with the articles
presented in this volume and encourage continued collaboration and support for
Akyana - Narrations.

With best wishes and heartfelt thanks for your ongoing contributions,

Prof. K.V.Deepani Edirisooriya

Editor-in-Chief
Journal of Akyana (Narrations)
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ABSTRACT

Temple murals in Sri Lanka have traditionally served as visual narratives, conveying complex
religious, cultural, and social ideologies. In Buddhist art, these murals provide significant insights
into how women'’s roles and societal ideals have evolved. The murals at Kathaluwa Purwaramaya
Temple, known for their integration of colonial elements into Buddhist themes, offer a unique lens
into elite female ideology during the colonial period. This paper examines how Victorian influence
reshaped the portrayals of femininity, status, and virtue within these murals as a reflection of
evolving ideals among elite women under British rule. The artists showed representations of
Victorian fashion, hairstyles, and jewellery in the representation of elite female figures as a way to
show how British cultural values were absorbed and reinterpreted into a Sri Lankan context. They
are ornate costumes and accessories, signifying the elite status these figures enjoy while
synthesising British and Buddhist values to present them as exemplars of both moral integrity and
colonial refinement. Through an examination of symbolic attire, compositional decisions, and
design elements, this investigation will show the ways in which these murals articulate not only
colonial aesthetics but also Buddhist ideology. It fits within a qualitative methodology and relies
on primary sources like mural analysis and interviews with art historians. And as well as
secondary literature, so as to enable an all-rounded view of how the colonial influence permeated
and redefined elite female identity in Sri Lankan religious art.

Keywords: Buddhist art, Colonial aesthetics, Elite female ideology, Kathaluwa temple murals,
Victorian influence
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1. INTRODUCTION

The period of the colonial era in Sri
Lanka from 1815 to 1900 marked a
period of significant change and
adaptation, with the British
introducing new  structures
governance, economies, and cultures
that adjusted society accordingly.
European  contact had been
established earlier in the low country
through Portuguese and Dutch
occupations. Still, the British presence
had intensified these changes from
daily life to politics, art, and social
structures.

in

Under British rule, the community
structure in the low country was
greatly influenced by British ideas,
along with the Victorian perspective,
on matters concerning class and
education. An English educational
system was set up, which provided an
avenue toward social mobility as well
as positions in governmental service
(Perera 1999:99-101). This new class
system thus divided them against
those educated English, a
privileged Westernised elite, and the
majority of the local populace. Many
families in the low country viewed
English education as a way to improve
their status (Ivan 2006: 50); however,

in

they also found  themselves
increasingly distanced from
traditional customs and values,
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embracing Western customs, attire,
and lifestyle. By adopting British
ways, they maintained their elite
status within society.

The elite in colonial Sri Lanka
gradually acquainted themselves with
British tradition - Victorian values in
dress and etiquette, even in lifestyle.
It is this change in the elitist social
behavior that directly transferred the
influence to the local artists, who in
turn began to incorporate British
elements into their art (Bandara
2017: 117-125). Thus, in traditional
artwork or temple murals, the
Victorian-style dresses, hairstyles,
and accessories were worn by the
elite characters to denote standing
and assimilation with colonial
Such aesthetic shifts
denoted a presumed elite adoption of
the British - the complex cultural

refinement.

syncretism of Sri Lankan society
under colonial rule.

As the mural tradition spread from
the upcountry to the lowlands during
the colonial era, it absorbed new
thematic and stylistic
particularly from European cultures
(Perera, 1999:114-118). Rococo and
Baroque elements, British crests, rose

influences,

vases, and depictions of European

material culture, such as clocks,
firearms, newspapers, musical
instruments, carriages, and
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architectural features, began to
appear in local art (Bandara 2017:
117-125). It was during this period
that there was a fusion of the colonial
with traditional artistic influences in
the low country. As British influence
became increasingly embedded in
daily life, it brought an adaptation of
local art forms by including Western
elements. In some cases, this reflected
a subtle engagement with the colonial
presence, whereas at other times it
was one of quiet resistance (Bandara
2007: 196-197). Temple murals and
religious art, for example, began
replacing traditional attire and
uniforms with those of contemporary
Europeans

depicted the former exclusively.

in scenes that once

The political consequences for the
low country included the dismantling
of its traditional of
governance: was
instituted, and a new legal system
replaced many local practices with
British laws. Positions of power were
redistributed; local leaders frequently
became intermediaries to British rule,
positions of authority that came both
with great prestige and significant

structures

direct rule

constraint for those who held them.
1.1. Objectives

This research aims to examine how
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the elite female ideology s
represented in the murals of
Kathaluwa Purwaramaya Temple,
particularly during the colonial

period in Sri Lanka. By focusing on the
influence of Victorian aesthetics on
Buddhist visual culture, this study
investigates how fashion, hairstyles,
and jewellery were used to portray
elite reflecting an
amalgamation of British and Buddhist
values. The objective is to interpret
symbolic attire, compositional
choices, and design elements as
reflections of evolving of
femininity, virtue, and status under
British rule.

women,

ideals

2.RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts the qualitative
research approach and relies on
primary data such as detailed visual
analysis of temple
interviews with art historians and
cultural experts. Secondary sources,
including books, scholarly articles,
and historical
colonial aesthetics and Buddhist art,
will be used to provide contextual and
theoretical grounding. The research
applies contextual
analysis to uncover the embedded

murals and

documentation on

formal and
cultural narratives while drawing
upon postcolonial critique, gender
theory, and Edward Said’s concept of
Orientalism

to understand how
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colonial values were absorbed and
reinterpreted in Sri Lankan religious
art. By integrating visual, oral, and
textual sources, the study offers a
comprehensive understanding of how
colonial influence contributed to the
redefinition of elite female identity
within the framework of Buddhist
artistic tradition.

2.1. The Lowcountry Buddhist
Organization and Colonial Integration

In Sri Lanka, particularly the low
country of the coasts, much
suppression was inflicted on
Buddhism throughout the Portuguese
and Dutch colonial periods. Further
decline of the Buddhist Sangha
occurred mainly in that monarchical
period, with King Keerthi Sri
Rajasingha reigning from 1739 to
1781. Recognising the above, Ven.
Welivita Sarankara Thero initiated a
programme to restore the Sangha by
organising a team of monks, with the
assistance of Upali Maha Thero, to
make a visit to Siam under the
patronage of the king. Accordingly, on
the Esala Poya day in 1753, they
organised a ceremonial ordination
where six monks received
upasampada (higher ordination) in
the presence of the king, which
restored the lineage of monks and
also the

regularised Sangha.
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(Coomaraswamy  1962:11, Ivan

2006:63).

Yet with this revival, the imposition of
caste laws meant that upasampada
was restricted to monks of the
Govigama caste
community. In 1768, during a crisis
centered on a monk who was a non-
Govigama, upcountry
decided to allow the Siam
Upasampada only for Govigama
monks. In return, monks from the low
country’s  marginal  castes—the
Karawa, Salagama, and Durawa—
sought other ways to ordination,
travelled to Burma between 1799 and
1813 with the aim of obtaining
upasampada, and returned in order to
play the leading role in the renewal of
Buddhism as well as the struggle
against the hierarchy within the
monastic community (Ivan 2006: 64-
67). These new emergent sects began
instituting colonial political symbols,
European dress, and symbols into
Buddhist temple decoration - a huge
departure that evidenced a new
ability of Buddhists to navigate
through the dynamics of colonial
power and expression of Buddhist
identity.

in the monastic

authorities

2.2. The New Elite Patronage under
colonial rule

As the low country Karava, Durava,
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and Salagama castes quickly adapted
themselves to the colonial system,
they were soon performing leading
roles in the nascent capital elite.
These elites,
earned from Western education and
practices, manoeuvred for influential
positions in colonial society as well
(Bandara 2007:307).

drawing on wealth

With the decline of traditional temple
patronage following the fall of the
upcountry monarchy in 1815, many
of these elites, who had converted to

Christianity, found roles in the
colonial government while
maintaining ties with Buddhist

institutions. Their wealth, derived
from government contracts and
industries such as timber, plantations,
and the arrack trade (Silva 1981:335-
337, Ivan 2006: 54-59), enabled them
to the
temples for new sects representing
their own castes.

sponsor construction of

This was part of a deliberate strategy
to consolidate power and influence
with the hope of securing local
support the Buddhist
constituency. The new emergent elite
of non-Govigama

from

viewed
temple building as an integral part of
their strategy in attempting to
establish their position and enhance
temple spaces.

origin
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their relationships with locals.
(Malalgoda 1976:96) Even as many of
these elites nominally converted to
Christianity, their frequent
association with Buddhist temples
was a pragmatic move, reinforcing

their  social standing  while
maintaining goodwill among the
Buddhist  majority  (Jayathilaka

2015:156-169). At the same time,
they worked to maintain favourable
relations with colonial rulers by
organising celebrations in honour of
the British monarchy, prominently
displaying British symbols and flags,
and hosting banquets for visiting
royals. This resulted in the utilisation
of British symbols in the art of
temples that furthered the
complicated relationship between
authority and Victorian
local elite

colonial
ideology,
ambitions.

along with

2.3. Victorian Influence on Buddhist
Temples in Colonial Ceylon

The changes introduced by the British
colonial
affected not only Buddhist ideologies
but also temple aesthetics, which
were heavily influenced by Victorian
symbols, attire, and architectural
styles, particularly in low-country

administration in Ceylon

This is especially visible in Buddhist
temples along the southern and
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western coasts, where British East India Company, started
emblems and European costumes appearing prominently on shrines,
become part of the visual culture, archways, and gables, and in places
stamping this unique combination of where, traditionally, only sacred or
colonial and local cultures (Bandara culturally significant symbols would

2017:117-125). British coats of arms, be (Bandara 2017: 149).
and even the emblem of the Dutch

W W = 4 W o tade.?

Figure 1& 2: British crown emblem featuring Queen Victoria at multiple entrances in Kathaluwa Purwaramaya

Source: Author's Personal Photograph Collection - kathaluwa Purwaramaya temple

Perhaps the most compelling example in which the colonised society begins
is how the British crown, with Queen to reflect the style, values, and
Victoria's likeness, has appeared over symbols of the coloniser. Colonial
several temple entrances and in mimicry is a concept by Homi K.
paintings in  the  Kathaluwa Bhabha that describes this as one of
Purvaramaya temple. Not only did the ways the people in the colony
such emblems reflect British adapt and sometimes subordinately
authority, but they also denoted a resist colonial power. The semiotics
shift wherein local artists and patrons theory by Roland Barthes comes in
started incorporating European handy in explaining that these
elements into their works - even pictures and symbols on the surface
gradually changing the attire of carry meanings that are more layered.
common folk in murals to European- All of them represent colonial
style attire. influence on the surface, but deeper

down, they are representative of how
the artists of the locality negotiated
with their cultural identity amid
foreign rule.

This act of adopting British symbols
and dress was more than a fad; it
speaks to a sort of "colonial mimicry"

119
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The period from 1815 to 1900 was
one of adjustment and resistance for
the people in Sri Lanka's low country.
Western  ideals blended with
traditional = values as  people
conducted themselves in the most
convoluted social environment. For

some, this era presented new
opportunities that involved
participation in  the  colonial

administration, modern education,
and an evolving economy. While these
changes were perceived by some as
an intrusion into their culture and
thus resisted, others clung to the old
ways of life and customs with
unrelenting enthusiasm. Both were
of society
crossroads, caught in the throes of
battling with novel challenges to its
identities.

manifestations at a

2.4. The Concept of Female Ideology
during the Colonial Period

“Female ideology” can be defined as a
socially constructed set of norms,
expectations, and beliefs

roles, behaviors,
attributes that women should possess
within a particular cultural or
historical setting (Billington 1988:
116-130, Briggs 1988: 10-26). It is
something that becomes a guiding
framework in the formation of certain
perceptions of
prescriptive ones — which say what is

about

idealistic and

femininity -
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‘appropriate’ or ‘ideal’ for women in
to their roles, responsibilities, values,
or even appearances. All these usually
shape the ideology and often reflect
the relative power relationship within
a given society: social, religious,
political, and economic factors.

In the Sri Lankan context, during
British colonial rule, especially in the
19th century, female ideology was
much influenced by the amalgamation
of the indigenous Buddhist values and
the Victorian ideals imposed by the
British. The
concerning gender roles, especially
concerning women who idealised
chastity, modesty, obedience, and
domesticity (Billington 1988: 116-
130), was imposed on Sri Lanka by
the colonial administration. These
ideals deeply influenced the ways in
which elite Sri Lankan women were
expected and present
themselves, a combination of local
Buddhist values with British norms. It
was within this environment that the

Victorian view

to act

paradigm of the female form became
that of the Victorian queen or the
British elite woman who personified
refinement, restraint, and domestic
perfection. Sri Lankan elite women,
trying to align themselves with such
Western ideals, imitated their British
the ways of
presenting themselves, physically and

counterparts in
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intellectually, and their appropriate
place in society. They also followed
the attire of the Victorian type,
modesty in public behaviour, and

concern for family honour without
giving up their Buddhist identity. The

Figure 3 : Queen Victoria, 1897

unique hybrid ideology was a fusion
of the British and local ideals that
called for roles and representation for

women in colonial Sri Lanka.

(Billington 1988: 116-130, Briggs
1988: 10-26)

Figure 4 : Mudaliyar Soloman Dias Bandaranayake and Lady Daisy in 1897 (Powerful personalities belong to

British Colonial Ceylon)

The British colonisers attempted to
reshape the local values through a
series of administrative, educational,
and cultural reforms, which, in turn,
created a particular social gap and
presented a new "elite" identity that
shared a very close resemblance to
British customs. Whereas Buddhism
and other more indigenous practices
would continue to dominate, the
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Victorian influence eventually began
to blend with the elites' lives and ever
so gently change the mores of a
people, their behaviours, and ways of
life. This was most evident in the
perceptions of the
appearance of women, for which
British ideals subtly combined with
the old order set for a woman's

role and
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behaviour and presentation to the
world.

Under British influence, the female
ideology in Sri Lanka experienced a
shift, especially within the elite social
circles who came into closer contact
with British customs and values. This
period saw a subtle transformation in
how women'’s roles were defined in
different ways.

As examples:

» Domesticity and the Role of Women
as Moral Guardians

In the Victorian colonial era in Sri
Lanka, women were shaped by
Victorian ideals, which held that they
belonged to the domestic
(residential) sphere as the moral and
spiritual guardians of the home. This
is combined with the more traditional
Buddhist ideals that define a Sri
Lankan elite woman's duty regarding
harmony the family,
integrity, and religiosity. Yet, socially,
the British ideal of a "good woman"
further added to this expectation: one
of decency, modesty,
rectitude, whereby an elite woman
not only regarded as the
cornerstone of their households but
Among the elite themselves, female
education was anaspect of growing
importance during the colonial era as

in moral

and moral

was
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also as upholders of both family
honour and British ideals of
"respectable” womanhood (Billington
1988: 116-130, Briggs 1988: 10-26).
They were supposed to emanate
virtues like restraint, humility, and
loyalty - all serving as role models in
a turbulent colonial society.

» Fashion and Outer Appearance

This style of dressing among elite Sri
Lankan women changed in the course
of British colonial rule. As a result,
long frocks reaching down to the
ankles, long skirts, blouses, and fitted
bodices, all of Victorian influence,
began to replace the traditional
garments like the osariya within
particular social contexts. In fact, even
hairstyles jewellery
demonstrated British trends, where
heavily ornamented hairstyles and
Western adornments became the
of elite status. This
Westernised look allowed the elite

and

features

women to show their modernity and
integrate with the British notions of
beauty and refinement that projected
them in the fast-changing society.

» Educational Aspirations and Social
Refinement

missionary schools, along with British
social mores,
language

introduced English-

education. While these
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schools primarily aimed at religious
conversion, they also introduced
British ideals of femininity, such as
refined manners and English
language use; thus, through such
schooling, elite Sri Lankan women
were encouraged to adopt refined
manners, learn English, and become
more "ladylike". A blending of British
and Buddhist values painted a picture
of educated women as refined, moral,
and capable of supporting husbands
in both social and religious affairs.
(Goonetilake 2007: 85-104; Bandara
2007).

» Religious and Social Division

Consequently, in the different arts of
that period, including temple murals,
like in the Kathaluwa Purwaramaya
Temple, the women of the higher
echelons of society were depicted to
encompass a mix of old Buddhist
symbolism with Victorian attributes.
These women were shown
Victorian-style clothing, standing
with composed, “ladylike” postures,
reflecting both British and Buddhist
virtues. This blend of influences in art
reveals how colonial ideology shaped
Buddhist artistic expression,
depicting elite women as symbols of
both virtue and colonial
sophistication (Jayathilaka 2015:156-
169; Goonetilleke 2007: 85-104;
Bandara 2007).

in
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Figure 5 & 6: Women in Victorian-style clothing,
“ladylike”

Jathakaya in Kathaluwa Purwaramaya

composing postures. -  Kattahari

Source: 5 Author's Artwork/Illustration (Author's
personal collection) & 6 Author's Personal
Photograph Collection - Kathaluwa Purwaramaya
temple murals.

2.5. The Kathaluwa Purwaramaya
Temple

Kathaluwa Purvaramaya, situated in
the village of Kathalugoda, Ahangama,
Galle, 1is associated with the
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Kalyanavamsa Mahanika sect.
Completed around 1840 AD, this
temple is celebrated its
exceptional murals within the
Southern Gurukulaya of the Kandy
(Somathilaka 2002:145;
Bandaranayake 1982:24; Cutiwongs,

for

tradition

Premathilaka, and Silva 1990:83;
Mahinda 2007:83). Senaka
Bandaranaike considers the

Purvaramaya temple an important
example of 19th-century mural art.
The painting of the statue house of
Purvaramaya was done in frontiers,
probably before 1880 AD
(Bandaranayake 1986:204). The
murals here abound with traditional
Buddhist themes but at the same time
also offer a very special view into the
cultural transitions taking place
during the British colonial rule.

These paintings do more than just tell
religious stories; they reveal how
colonial influences began to weave
into Sri Lankan society, especially
among the elite. When we look at
these murals from an art historical
point of view, we see a fascinating mix
of Buddhist symbolism with the
Victorian ideals of femininity - ideas

In the story of Kattahari Jathakaya,
the narrative simply recounts the
journey and return of a king who rides
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which increasingly shaped the lives of
elite women in Sri Lanka at the time.

2.6. Reflection of Elite Female Ideology
in Kathaluwa Temple Paintings

The Kathaluwa
Purvaramaya display a diverse array
of figures dressed in Western attire,
most notably in the depiction of the
Mahadana Situ Kathawa on the outer
south ambulatory wall and Kattahari
Jathakaya on the outer north
ambulatory wall of the image house.
They are peculiarly Victorian in
lifestyle and fashion because they
relate to the lives of royalty, luxury,
and wealthy living-one about a
wealthy merchant and the other
showing scenes from within a king's
palace. Other stories of the Jataka do
not quite show this
opulence and luxury, so these stand
out in their expression of affluence.

murals at

degree of

Mahadana Situ Kathawa narrative
portrays the affluent Mahadana
Sitano and his wife, who, raised in
luxury, squandered their wealth on
extravagant feasts and revelries. The
artwork vividly illustrates the musical
events and lavish festivities that
defined their elite lifestyle.

out into the countryside. The palace,
symbolising a life of wealth,
adorned with an abundance of

is
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manmade ornaments and filled with
richly dressed ladies wearing
elaborate Western ornaments,
conversing with one another.

In the Kathaluwa Temple, the murals
speak to a fascinating tale of Buddhist
symbolism interwoven into ideals
instilled in the female elite by Victoria.
The paintings reflect femininity
within a framework of grace: tranquil,
dignified, and oozing with the
quintessence of traditional Buddhist
aesthetics meshed with those of the
British. This leads to a silent yet
powerful conversation
between heritage from the past and

visual

the evolution of colonial modernity.
By these portrayals, it tends to
indicate how the role and imagery of
women changed, depicting a period of
transition within the most fertile
cultural backdrop possible.

2.6.1. Victorian Dress

In these scenes of Mahadana Situ
Kathawa, female  figures are
portrayed in Victorian frocks, known
as "Bostharekka Gowns”, with
extended hems, detailed buttons, and
intricate designs. Nearby, young girls
are dressed in similar frocks and
Western-style hats.

RNANE Mnwaa ARMEX G Bk

Figure 7& 8: Portrait of Queen Victoria, 1845, by Alexander Melville; La Belle Assemblée, London, c. 1825,

Evening Dress and Walking Dress

The Victorian hats and headwear are
also worn by the rich people of the
scene to further signify their status.

The frocks mostly bear round collars,
structured bodices, and layered skirts
that signify a Victorian silhouette.
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Again, such

preference

attire signifies a
for  British  styles
associated with refinement, social
decency, and the colonial hierarchy. It
was by portraying elite women in

such attire that artists gave a local
version of elite femininity that fit into
Western standards and thus helped to
cement the social identity of the
upper class in colonial Ceylon.

Figure 9 & 10: ‘Music &amp; Merrymaking’ - Scene from ‘Mahadena situ Kathawa’ Elite woman playing an

instrument

Source: 2 Author's Artwork/Illustration (Author's personal collection) & 10 Author's Personal Photograph
Collection - Kathaluwa Purwaramaya temple murals.

2.6.2.
Jewelry

Hairstyles, Headgear, and

The hairstyles and headgear depicted
in the temple murals of Kathaluwa
further emphasise the British
Elite  women  are
represented with Victorian updos:
floral, and voluminous
hairstyles frequently accessorised
with  headpieces that
prevailing European trends of the
period. Such hairstyles signified

influence.

elaborate,

reflect
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sophistication and were a significant
part of the Victorian aesthetic, which
valued carefully arranged hair as an
essential component of a woman’s
appearance. These paintings depict
Sri Lankan women with very British
hairstyles and headgear, indicating an
organised effort to present the elite
both cultivated and
respectable in the colonial setting.

woman as
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The jewellery they adorn themselves
with is more toward the Western
style: pearl necklaces, bracelets, and
delicate earrings, which could well
have been influenced by the Victorian
fashion to replace the traditional
adornments that Sri Lankans usually
society, the

wear. In Victorian

function of jewellery was not just
but

decorative also a signifier

T
-

Fo

Figure 11 & 12: Elite woman - Kattahari Jathakaya kathaluwa purwaramaya

denoting class, wealth, and
respectability. All these features
together make the murals a message
of the elite Sri Lankan women
identifying themselves with the
colonial ideal of grace and class
distinction, as if to denote a transition
from  indigenous Western
definitions of beauty and class.

to

Source: Author's Artwork/Illustration (Author's personal collection)

Figure 13 & 14: 13 Scene from ‘Mahadana situ Kathawa’ Victorian hairstyles and headgear

Kathaluwa Purwaramaya (1886) & 4 Victorian hairstyles and headgear

Source:

13 Author's Personal Photograph Collection
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- Kathaluwa Purwaramaya temple murals
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2.6.3. Graceful Posture -
'‘Ladylike’ poses

British

Their postures reflect the influence of
English social etiquette. They are
frequently presented in "English" -
sitting or standing - positions with a
posture that greets the viewer as
dignified and classy. This stance
perfectly embodies the Victorian
policies of humility and respectable
presentation of self, depending on a
graceful and dignified
presence. While the poses of these

feminine

women in Kattahari Jathakaya and
Mahadana Situ Kathawa denote the
application of Buddhist values on
calmness and dignity, there is, at the
same time, an
subservience to the British idea of
'ladylike' behaviour - a fusion of local
piety with colonial grace. It was
postures subdued and stately that
betrayed those qualities of restraint,
modesty, and dignity in great
consonance with the Victorian ideal of
feminine decorum and virtue.

underlying

Figure 15: Ladylike Posture - Scene from ‘Mahadena situ Kathawa’ Kathaluwa Purwaramaya (1886)

Source: Author's Personal Photograph Collection - Kathaluwa Purwaramaya temple murals

2.3.4. The Hand Fan

The hand fan, from a Victorian society
viewpoint, became one of the more
noteworthy fashion accessories for
period, was mostly seen with various
types of fans, each chosen for its
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the period, as it quickly became a
staple of cultured refinement and
femininity. Queen Victoria herself,
one of the most central figures of this

particular purpose and style, and this
is a symbol that drilled into her
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personal preferences and day-to-day
life. (see image 03)

This
British society
themselves, as evidenced by the
depiction of elite women holding
hand fans, mirroring the polite
practices of British high society.

influence extended beyond

into the murals

Whereas the hand fan in Sri Lanka
traditionally fell under religious and
royal imagery, here in these murals, it
takes on a more personal and
decorative function reflective of the
colonial impact on the local culture.
This shift in the representation of
hand fans underlines how the colonial
aesthetic crept into and saturated
even the minute details of the
accessories of everyday women from
the elite to visualize the Victorian

sense taste.

of refinement and

Figure 16 & 17 : 16 Woman holding a hand fan - Kattahari Jathakaya Kathaluwa Purwaramaya & 17 scene

from mahadana situ Kathaluwa Purwaramaya

Source: Author's Personal Photograph Collection — Kathaluwa Purwaramaya temple murals

2.3.5. Conceptual meanings

There is a deeper semiotic meaning to
the unfolding of Pataachaara's life
through her clothes in the story. The
early scene, set while she was staying
with her parents, prior to eloping with
a man, represents her in a western-

style dress. This type of attire
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symbolically represents the richness
and refinement of her privileged life.
This role changes, however, once the
story progresses and Pataachaara has
to leave her home. Throughout the
rest of the scenes, she is in ordinary
Sri Lankan attire, depicting the
simpler life she had chosen. The use of
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Victorian fashion in the early part of
her story serves to drive the stark
contrast that her past and present
create. The transition from a life of
luxury into a modest one is poignantly
captured by this sartorial change. The

insertion of Victorian fash

R Tt 2]

attire.

these specific scenes speaks directly
to the concentration of wealth and
luxury within the narrative, drawing
together themes related to social
change and personal transformation
within the story.

Source: Author's Personal Photograph Collection - Kathaluwa Purwaramaya temple murals

(19) R
_

(20)

Figure 19 & 20 : 1° Patachaara in Western-style dress & 20 Pataachaara’s traditional attire

Source: Author's Artwork/Illustration (Author's personal collection)
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3.CONCLUSION

Mural paintings in Kathaluwa
Purwaramaya Temple provide a
glimpse into the influence that

colonialism had on local culture,
particularly in creating the identity
for the elite Sri Lankan woman. The
paintings attired
Victorian-type attire with Western
dresses, hairstyles, and jewellery, and
with hand fans, show the mixing of
British  ideals with traditional
Buddhist art graphically. These
women are represented in ways
representative  of the colonial
influence of the time, representing
Westernised ideas of femininity,
grace, and class. This is more than a
change in dress or appearance.

of women, in

It represents a more profound change
in outlook. The habiliments, the
Victorian dress and accessories, are
not but
instructive - they show the desire of
the elite to portray themselves as
polished, urbane, and part of the
hierarchy of colonialism. Elite Sri
Lankan women are seen in these
attempting position
themselves British
standards of beauty and social status,

only ornamental also

pictures to

according to
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but they do so with a link to their own
cultural identity.

pictures
themselves

attempting to position
according to British
standards of beauty and social status,
but they do so with a link to their own
cultural identity. The murals
Kathaluwa record this unique
moment in history when the colonial

influence started deforming the way

in

women saw and were seen. These
depictions show how the Sri Lankan
woman of those times negotiated her
identity, balancing British culture
with the traditions of her own. In
other words, the temple murals of
Kathaluwa Purwaramaya are far
more than striking works of art but a
perfect expression of the complex
interplay between tradition and
modernity.
culture maintain. These paintings let
us better understand how the colonial
power helped shape the female
identity and ideology of elites in Sri
Lanka-that cultural boundaries were
not set in stone, nor were new
identities being created. These murals
call for the reflection of how much

colonialism, and local

external influences could extremely
impress upon the local cultures and
their changes over the years.
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re-created in Modern Ceylon something of his
own on the walls of Kelaniya for nearly twenty
years (Dhanapala, 1952, pp. 182).
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section of the Kelaniya Temple went in serch of
his remarkable man to his home. He found him
not only a good painter but also a great
student of history (Dhanapala, 1962, pg. 182).
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Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
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Total 4542181.818 | 109
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358 - »808cD8w
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