The ERC Review Process & Timeline
Once your application is submitted, it will undergo a formal four-stage evaluation process. Applicants should allow 45 days for the full review cycle and must not commence research until a formal approval letter is issued.
Stage 1: Initial Administrative Review
Immediately upon submission, the ERC Secretariat conducts a preliminary check to ensure:
All required documentation (PIS, Consent Forms, Protocol) is present.
The application adheres to the mandated formatting guidelines.
Note: Incomplete applications will be returned for revision before being sent to the committee.
Stage 2: Technical Ethical Review
Proposals that pass the administrative check are assigned to an expert ERC panel. The committee evaluates the project against four core pillars:
Informed Consent: Are participants fully aware of the study’s nature and is consent truly voluntary?
Risk Assessment: Are potential risks minimized, clearly communicated, and ethically justified?
Data Confidentiality: Are the measures for data protection and participant anonymity robust?
Regulatory Compliance: Does the study adhere to institutional, national, and international ethical standards?
Stage 3: Feedback and Revisions
Following the review, the committee may issue a "Request for Revisions." This is a collaborative stage where:
Researchers receive specific feedback or suggestions for additional safeguards.
Applicants must address all queries and resubmit the amended documents for final clearance.
Stage 4: Final Decision and Communication
Once all ethical concerns are resolved, the ERC will issue a final decision. The official outcome, including any specific conditions for the conduct of the research, will be communicated via a formal approval letter.
Important Timeline Note
Review Duration: The standard review process requires 45 days.
Requirement: All applications must be submitted well in advance of the project start date. Retrospective approval (approval for research already started) is never granted.
Page 2 of 2

