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Abstract (Maximum 250 -300 words)

Write a concise abstract describing purpose, methods, key results, and conclusions. Do not cite references.
This study investigated the effects of different fertilizer treatments on the growth performance of maize (Zea mays L.) under field conditions in Sri Lanka. A randomized complete block design with three replicates was used. Plant height, leaf number, and biomass were measured at eight weeks after planting. Results showed that treatment T3 produced significantly higher growth parameters compared to other treatments (p < 0.05). The findings demonstrate the importance of balanced nutrient application for improving crop productivity. These results provide practical insights for optimizing fertilizer management in maize cultivation and contribute to sustainable agricultural practices.
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1. Introduction
Describe research background, identify gaps, state objectives, and highlight significance.
Maize (Zea mays L.) is an important cereal crop widely cultivated in Sri Lanka for food and feed purposes (Perera et al., 2022). Increasing demand and limited arable land have intensified the need for improved production practices. Fertilizer management plays a critical role in enhancing crop growth and yield; however, improper application can reduce nutrient-use efficiency and cause environmental degradation (Silva & Fernando, 2021). Previous studies have reported variable responses of maize to different nutrient regimes, highlighting the importance of location-specific fertilizer recommendations (Jayasinghe et al., 2020). Despite existing research, limited information is available on the comparative performance of locally available fertilizer formulations under field conditions. Therefore, this study aimed to evaluate the effects of selected fertilizer treatments on maize growth parameters. The findings are expected to support evidence-based fertilizer recommendations and contribute to sustainable crop production strategies.

2. Literature Review (if applicable)
Critically synthesize previous studies and justify the present research.

3. Materials and Methods
Provide sufficient detail for reproducibility. Include study design, materials, data collection, and statistical analysis.
Equation:
				 (1)
Where:
Y = response variable (e.g., plant height)
X = independent variable (e.g., fertilizer level)
a = intercept
b = slope coefficient

3.1 Materials 
3.2 Sample preparation
3.3 Statistical Analysis

4. Results and Discussion
Present findings clearly. Interpret results in relation to objectives and literature. Avoid duplicating table data in text.

4.1 Results
4.2 Discussion

5. Conclusions
Summarize key findings, implications, and future research directions.
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Tables/Figures embedded with captions
Table captions should appear above tables, and figure captions below figures. All tables and figures must be cited in the text and numbered consecutively.
Explanatory notes may be placed below tables or figures to define abbreviations, explain symbols, or describe statistical significance.
Table 1. Effect of fertilizer treatments on maize plant height and biomass after eight weeks.
The font inside the table can be reduced to 9.
	Treatment
	Plant Height (cm)
	Leaf Number
	Biomass (g/plant)

	T1*
	45.2 ± 2.1a
	8.3 ± 0.5a
	12.4 ± 1.2a

	T2
	49.7 ± 1.8b
	9.1 ± 0.6b
	14.7 ± 1.5b

	T3
	53.4 ± 2.0c
	10.0 ± 0.4c
	17.2 ± 1.4c


*footnote
Source: 2026, Abcc) Author compiled, 2026
Values are mean ± SD (n = 3). Different superscript letters within a column indicate significant differences at p < 0.05.
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Figure 1. Stearin yield extracted at different temperatures
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